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Thoughts on crimes and puntfaments. 


N this feafon of polical invefti- 

gation, when the united attention 
of America, is attracted by the grand 
fyftem ofa national government, that 
is to give —_ and dignity to 
her, among the firft empires of the 
earth ; the following obfervations 
will, perhaps, be thought of little 
moment, Yet as the mind cannot 
always be engaged in the contempla- 
tion of things in their utility fo ex- 
tenfive—and as objeéts of inferior 
confideration, may yet be well wor- 
thy of public attention—the author, 
on that ground, begs leave to fubmit 
the enfuing remarks, to the perufal 
of his countrymen. He does not 
expeat that much good can _ refult 
from a publication compofed with 
talents inadequate to the tafk ; but 
hopes it may fuggeft the undertaking 
to fome abler writer, to employ his 
penon a fubjeét fo generally neglect- 
ed, notwithitanding, im its nature, 
it is fo laudable. 

Before men were fubje& to laws 
ofany kind, as in theearly ages of 
the world, they were in a flate of 
unlimited freedom, and, confequent- 
ly, every perfon had a right to do 
whatever feemed to him to be bell, 
without any other power to control 


his aétions, than barely his own will! 
and pleafure. Whilft mankind were 
yet but few in number, and the world 
but thinly peopled, this unbounded 
enjoyment of liberty was not difco- 
vered to be anevil. The -regions of 
the earth were ample and extenfive, 
fo that there was room for each man 
to move in a {phere of his own, But 
when the inhabitants of the world 
became numerous, the full enjoyment 
of liberty was found tobe an incon- 
venience, inafmuch as it was plainly 
difcovered to be incompatible with 
that harmony between each other, 
without which, there could be no 
fuch thing as happinefs in the world. 
For men’s attions, by reafon of 
their propinquity, interfering with 
one another, the diforderly and the 
wicked were always interrupting the 
tranquillity of the foberand the vir- 
tuous, and throwing all around them 
into commotion. There was no law 
to punifh fuch licentious behaviour, 
and accordingly, the world experi- 
enced many dreadful irregularities. — 
Obfervation and experience having. 
at length, fully evinced the mifcnef 
of living in a flate of natural liber- 
ty ; and a general conviftion pre- 
vailing, that it was expedient, and 
proper, to furrender a part of thofe 
privileges derived from nature, for 
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the fecurity and protettion of the 
refi, the world came to the refolution 
of veiling power in the hands of a 
{elect body of men, in order to ac- 
complifh this faluary parpofe.—— 
This was the origin of civil fociety, 
and of civil government. 

In entering into this compaét, by 
which maukind agreed to fubmit to 
the refirittion of laws as, of two 
evils, the moll eligible—they could 
only grant a power over thofe rights, 
that naturally belonged to them. 
Perfonal liberty, and property, being 
unqueftionably in th.s clafs, 1 was at 
their option to yield them up to the 
difpotal of another, without violating 
any law, moral or divine, They 
had therefore an undoubted auihorny 
to make any compatt refpecting thofe 
two privileges, and to fubmit the re- 

ulauon of them, to lawgiwers and 

giflaors. But ife being referved 
by the Supreme Being, as a right, 
belonging to hunfelt, mankind were 
not ai liberty to commit the difpofal 
of it into the hauds of others, or to 
enter imto avy, compatt about it 
whatever. The only cafe wherein 
it was ever proper, or ever can be fo, 
for the worid to exercife jurifdittion 
over the hves of men, is pommied out 
by the Creator bimiclf, im that paf- 
fage of {cripture, where he jays. 

bload thali be repaid by blood.’’ 
But this jur {dition being the con- 
fequence of a divine law, could not 
be exercifed without a maniftell vio- 
lation of the dwine prerogatiwe, did 
the law proceed from another power 
than that of omnipotence.—~-Norhing 
3s more con{picuous than the wiidom 
of the Creator, in referving to him- 
fell, the life of man; fince none fo 
well undcsisnds ms value, and none 
who are unable io give vi, flould be 
allowed to take ut away. 

Previous to enterirg into the main 
purpefe of ths publaation, ia was 
necelfary to ~preunfe the forego ng 
obles\ ati0as—in order to comprehend 


how farthe power of mak ng | 
— extends, and to {- 
and diltingurth thole objetis to 

it 18 applicable, from thole to wh, 
nu i not. We thai! by tha = 
difcover, whether men have pey 
exerciling this power, exceeded’, 
fome occahons, the bounds ailce 
them by providence; and whe: 
they have not, m cales of Cp 
confideraiion, violated the rigs 
heaven, and of humanny. 

The mofl fupertic:al obferrgs. 
will convince us, that thet faral » 
unwarrantable liretch of power, iyi 
been, ard is now, exerciled ode 
many governments, Men have yi 
fumed a ght over the lives of &, 
fellow creatures, colletiwely, o 
though, individually, they have x 
even fo much asa right over there, 
lives! Leg flaors have enatied yy. 
which pumth, with death, o em, 
that would be feverely expired, 
what is not deemed by many, a w 
rigorous corporal purniflmem, Ay 
the countries where thofe laws he 
bern made, inflead of teflitying te 
abhorrence of {uch wnwarranab 
proceedings, have not failed wr 
cute them, with unrclenting fever 

Yet one would :aa,ine, that ee 
could, wuhout a mixture of bore 
compathon, and refentment, fee at 
low creature about to be pluoged « 
the abyfs of crernuyv, by a cruel and) 
noannious death, for having approp 
ated to his ownute, a fmall putance 
another's property !—ihe probabd 
of bemg driven mo the cx 
of ths crime, by a deflects fo 
five as to call for »mmedare rebel, 
no only a mitigation of the offese 
lat the flronect ageravanon of ¢ 
inhumanity of that law, whieh » 
mihes atrefpals, fo fhght, wah fo 
ngerous extremety, Add w & 
conhde ration, the reflexion, thar 
property taken, unghe poflitly bee 
been of bide ule to the propre 
and our abhorrence of che fevage ( 
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ence, w complete, When we com- 
pare (he Chime Comapett wrth che 
to be vabhe: and fee 
she wall ap between them ; 
when we fee the toriner bears no 
yoo to the later, and beboid 
the unfortunace perion'’s cacethve 
ga tery, all fenfe of bea guilt as twa! 
lowed up by our compalhon, and we 
fech ourfelves urrelilintly drawa to 
deplore bis face, and to reprobare the 
cricly of tbat fentence, the effects 
of whuh, toa Fellow creature, ore, 
fach uwreparable inyullice and caiam- 
ty. 
"be. however fhocking, even the 
sdca of juch @ facnmhee mall be to 
every perien of humaniy; yet, on 
the very otcahon, the prachce of 
mankind, in lome Cownines, evinces 
ghesa to be capable of arca: lavace- 
pefs and barbaruv. in Great le 
tam, where thele faoguinary lows, 
to the day, tremphant reign, Drowls, 
from thew prifoms, are led publely 
wo the Daughter—and yet po aitera- 
oo wthem us atiempted. Even our 
own country, on whech the goodnels 
of providence, hah bellowed fo ma- 
ny bichhogs, « mon, on the eefpect, 
lels culpadle.—Lct Amrnca repeal 
thole odes laws, and become tbe 
advocate of bumanuy. as fhe harh 
long been the adawred one, of the 
nights of human hued, 

Let any man who fees « malefac 
tor bed wo exec tien, for ame af thate 
compartanveiy fl giv tranigrethoms, bay 
he hand upon hus heart, aod alk hiw- 
felf whether be mever did amy chong 
more deflmuciive to the hapgpenels «| 
the world ? let hun, thas lolemaly, afk 
homielf, whether he never artemp 
ed io wnyure the domefc isamyariliny of 
he negebour—io obiam the pedie(- 
bon of bes preperry by imeyhanie, 
ddhovel and unpel—u, privere!y 
ww delroy hu repwanon sed cred 

c world, by meen, equally ma 
<vous and dgrellable ? ibele 


crimes of an iwfinncly deeper dye. 
than that of having deprived anmihe 
of the velue of a (i me*, aed io 
thew conlequence, mech more dead’, 
and perercrows | let Dim sehnes 
ledge, what be hrmiel? berter defery es 
death, them the malefetor befine -&. 
eye, and fh elder ar ime cxce hee | 
verny of the law, Lee hem ache 
ledge, that the perf condemned 
deah, fullers crore by A wet a 
capricrows difpetiicon of menkred, 
mateng laws to poo fh «ap aly, o 
f pee cool of meet, While ot ers, 
a bgher degree of caorm: 
overlomked, than by any 
tule of paftece wh ives 
If wm @ eroral | gh, 
fo youl Y tepr eter heicw 
one, they are ff 
bah reflex wel 
ebfurd aad evil t+. ten 
em w be prrenent wih 
mifchvef rm thee opera: 
ber, wmpreffed wih ev 
in behalf of the perion whom 
plundered, us yer tempted, when 
own | fe comes te comperocn » 
them, to over-tvle the didtates of | 
bunmenty. He met before 
therrfoes, to remove out of 
the 
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by adding the latterto the former, 
but the tran{greflor, on the contrary, 
accomplifhes his own fafety by it.— 
On this occafion, he only purfues a 
very natural principle, felf preferva- 


tion, ——Crimes, whofe degrees of 


enormity are very different, being 
thus, by the law, confounded—and 
the co:nmiffion of the moft flagitious, 
being made neceffary to the fafety of 
him who has already committed that 
which is naturally the molt pardona- 
ble—it is no wonder that the perpe- 
tration of the one, fhould fo often 
be immediately fuceeeded by the per- 
petration of the other.—If, however, 
it is found, that in fome inflances, 
the one does not fucceed the other, 
it is not owing to the fear of 
the law, but tothe force of remain- 
ing virtue. The law tempts the of- 
fender to fecure his own fafety, by 
the death of the perfon he has rifled ; 
but he reje&ts the infamous overture, 
in favour of the rights of humanity, 
and of confcience.—Thus the law 
{educes, where it was intended to a- 
mend ; ftipulates to the commiffion of 
offences a thoufand times worfe than 
thofe it was made to prevent; ren- 
ders the greatelt crime in the world, 
familiar to the mind; and, by re- 
ducing it to a level with theft, or 
fimple robbery, deflroys the fenfe of 
the diftin&tion nature has made be- 
tween them, and leffons that abhor- 
rence it has implanted in the mind 
of men, for the blackeft, and moft 


‘capital, of all tranfgreffions—Had 


different and proper degrees of pu- 
pithment been allotted to the crimes 
we have mentioned, there would have 
been no temptation to avoid the pu- 
nifhment of the one, by committing 
the other, fince the criminal, confci- 
ous Of the infinite difparity between 
them, and fenfible that the fame dif- 
parity of punifhment likewife’ pre- 
vatled, would be awed by the fear of 
incurring frefh danger, and therefore 
deterred from incurring frefh guilt, 


But oe evils alread 
arc not the whole which reful ; 
laws fo impolitic and isjelicine 
Their exeeflive feverity, and difpro. 
poruionate panifhment, firike the 
rod of juitice from the hand of the 
party mjured, who, though willin 
to inflict a penalty adequate to the 
injuftice he has fullained, yet thud. 
ders at the idea of taking the tranf. 
greflor’s life. He choofes, therefor 
to connive at his efcape, rather than 
by delivering him up to the law, to 
expofe him to a_ punithment that 
holds no meafure with the offence, 
Encouraged by fuccefsful villainy 
the offender profecutes the fame 
courfe of life, with redoubled a. 
dour ; again tranfgrefles, and, for 
the reafon before mentioned, again 
experiences the like indulgence, Em. 
boldened, now, by repeated fuccefs 
he lays afide all fear of punithment ; 
adds crime to crime, and enormity 
to enormity. Thus aceuftomed to 
reiterated tranfgrefhions, ‘he grows 
callous to the admonitions of confci- 
ence, lofes all fenfe of fhame, and 
becomes capable of every gradation 
of guilt. Nothing, now, ftops his 
hand ;! he tramples on all laws, human 
and divine ;—vielence and outrage 
mark his fteps ;—and he degenerates 
into'a lawlefs favage, to be hunted 
down by mankind.—The patience 
of the world being at length exhautt- 
ed, i unites againft him—he ‘is 
arrefted, and out off in the full bloom 
of iniquity. Thus he was fuffered 
todeferve death, becaufe if he had 
been fooner apprehended, he would 
have fuffered death before he defer- 
ved it, 

There is no greater argument 
againft fuch violent laws, than this 
lenity fhown to offenders ; and the 
legiflatures of: thofe countries where 
they are in force, feem to acknow- 
ledge the impropriety of them, when 
they lodge a power in their-executive, 


Y pointed out 


to grant reprieves and pardons, Dog 
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not this betray an opinion that they 
are too harfh, fince they require a 
mitigation ? And if it isiheir opini- 
on, why do they rot avow it, and 
correét the errors of their adminiftra- 
tion ?—Nothing could be more no- 
ble than this candid and open recan- 
tation of their political overfights; 
as nothing, on the contrary, can be 
more defprcable and unjuft, than their 
perfeverance in an error, which com- 
mon fenfe, experience, and their own 
judgment, unite to condemn.—But to 
return to the point in view. 

A milder and more equitable ufe 
of power would probably have pro- 
duced much happier confequences. 
In this cafe, there is the frongefl 
reafon for fuppofing, that the laws 
would have been pointedly executed. 


The punithment would have trod | 


clofe on the heels of the offence, be- 
caufe the whole world would have 
united to difcourage tranfgreflions 
obnoxious to public happinefs. The 
fear of expelling the tranfgreflor’s 
life, being removed—and the certain- 
ty that the panifhment of any crime, 
would not have exceeded the limits 
of juftice—nothing would have re- 
mained to check that defire, which 


every one feels, to fee a violation of 


the laws punifhed ; and the thief, in 
every inftance, would, accordingly, 
have been delivered upto their chal- 
tifement. It being thus reduced to 
a certainty, that penalties would be 
inflicted, whenever a breach of the 
laws took place, a general reformatr- 
on among the diforderly and ficenti- 
ous members of fociety, would hare 
been produced. The law, in that 
cafe, would have been calculated to 
prevent, inftead of to multiply crimes ; 
and, armed with real terrors, it would 
have been formidable to all offenders ; 
and none would have ventured 
‘0 approach the fphere of its in- 
lluence, without caution. Thoufands 
of valuable lives, would, by this 
means, have been faved, that 


have been cut off by the weak and 
oppreflive laws of arbitrary power. 
ranfgreflors, overtaken fuddenly by 
punifhment, in their fir off-fer, 
would have had no time to extin- 
guifh fhame by a familiarity with 
uilt, The bud of iniquity, being 
fuddenly nicked, the fruit, of courfe, 
would have been deftroyed. Innu- 
merable multitudes, by this means 
would have recovered from the firft 
falfe flep, and have turned it to the 
advantage of their future lives. 

The fear of fhame operates more 
forcibly on fome minds, than the 
fear of death. Punifhments, there- 
fore, which tend to ftigmatize and 
render infamous, would be much 
more apt fo prevent the commiffion 
of flagitious enormities, than the 
heavieft denunciations of the keen- 
eft rage, united with power, the moft 
unlimited.” But notwithftanding this 
confideration—DEATH mutt ftill 
be confidered, as the greateft of all 
terreflrial calamities. It is that which 
feparates the foul from the body, pre- 
cipitates it into the immeaturable 
ocean of eternity, and delivers it up 
into the hands of its Maker. It ir- 
revocably feals our doom, produces e 
final decifion on our fate, and pre- 
cludes, for ever, the poflibility of an 
appeal! Confidered in this awful 
light, the terrors of it fhould not be 
{ported with, and rendered, in prac- 
tuce, familiar to the mind of man. 
Being the greateft of all poflible evils, 
it fhould be referved asa _punifhment 
for the greateft of a!l pofhble crimes 
—of crimes equally uwemendous, and 
equally irremediable ! 

Having, at length, fhown, thar ali 
laws which pumfh capitally, other 
offences than muder, are founded on a 
manifell ufurpation of the divine pre- 
rogative—that they are inconfiflent 
with juftice, morality, and found poe- 
licy—and that laws, ofa milder ter. 
dency, would have anfwered bette: 
the purpofes of civil governmen:-—:: 
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istime to put a final period to thefe 


remarks, 
ALFRED, 
Baltimore, March 25, 1788. 


—-=fa=>a— 
Mr. PRinTER, 


L take the liberty of enclofing youa 
copy of lord Mahon’s method of 
fecuring houfes from fire :; and the 
interelt your humanity will take 
in it, makes it, I am fure, unne- 
ceflary to requell youto give ita 
place.—As this city is on the in- 
creafe, it will be no doubt attend- 
ed with greater good effects iRan 
even in London, where it was par- 
ticularly intended to be saokel by 
the illuftrious philofopher who in- 
vented it 3 for itis only at the firfl 
eretling of a building, that the great- 
er part of ihe enclofed obfervations 
can be carrid into execution. 

A Constant REApER, 


Defcription of a moh effettual method 
of fecuring busldings againft fire, 
invented by Charles lord vifcount 
Mahon, F, R. S. 

SECT. te HL E new and very 

fimple method which 

{ have difcovered of fecuring every 

kind of building (even though con- 

ftru€ted of timber) againft all danger 
of fire, may properly be divided into 
three parts; viz, under-flooring, ex- 

‘ra-lathing, and inter-fecuring, which 

particular methods may be applied in 

part, or in whole, to different build- 
ings, according to the various cir- 
cumilances attending their conilrutti- 
on, and according to the degreeof ac- 
cumulated Sze, to which each of thefe 
buildings mMy be expofed, from the 
different ufes to which they are meant 

(0 be appropriated. 

— Se&. 2—The method of under- 

iooring may be divided imo two 


parts, viz. fingle and double undes. 
ooring. 

The method of fingle under-floor. 
ing is as follows :—a common firong 
lath, of about one quarter of an inch 
thick, fhould be nailed againit each 
fide of every joitt, and of every 
main timber which fupports the floor 
intended to be fecured ; other fimi- 
lar laths ought then to be nailed the 
whole length of the joifls, with 
their ends butting againft each other; 
thefe are what I. call fillets, The top 
of each fillet ought to be at one inch 
and a half below the top of the joitts 
or timbers againft which they are nail. 
ed. Thefe fillets will then form, as it 
were, a fort of {mall ledge oneach fide 
of all the jorfls. 

Sect. g3.—When the fillets are goin 
to be naled on, fome of the roug 
plafter hereafter mentioned (fect. 9.) 
muft be {pread with a trowel all alen 
that fide of each of the fillets, whit 
is to he next to the joifts, in order that 
thefe fillets may be well bedded therein 
when they are nailed on, fo that there 
fhould not be any interval betweenthe 
fillets and the joifts, 

Sett. 4.—A great number of any 
common laths (either of oak or fir} 
muft be cut nearly to the length of the 
width of the invervals between the 
jorfts, 

Some of the rough plafler referred 
to above (‘ett. 3.) ought co be fpread 
with a trowel, fuccefhvely’ upon the 
top ot allthe fillets, and along the fides 
of that part of the joifts which is be- 
tween the top of the fillets and ihe up- 
per edge of the joifts. 

The thort pieces of common laths 
jul mentioned, ought (:n order to 
fll up the intervals between the joills 
that fupport the floor) to be laid ia 
the contrary direttion to the joilts, 
and clofe togeiher in a row, fo as to 
touch one another, as much as the 
want of flrarnefs in the lath: will 

olibly allow, withour the laths 


apping over each other; their ends 
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ft tet upon tht fillets fpoken of a- 
came (feét. 2.) and they onght ro be 
well bedded inthe rough platter. Ic is 
not proper to ufe any natis to faften 


down ether thefe hort pieces of laths; 
iano hereafier mertti- 


or ag gh 
ned ect, 7. 
: Se ( 5. iT Hehe fhort pieces of 
jaths ought then to be Covered with 
one thick coat of the rough plafter 
fpoken of bercafter, (fee.'9.) which 
fhould be fpread all over them, and 
which fhould be brought with 2 trow- 
el, to be about level with thé tops of 
the joifts, but not above them, Pais 
rough plafter in addy or two fhould 
be trowslled ail over, clofe hone to 
the fides of the joifis; but the tops 
of the joifts ough: mot to te any wife 
covered with it. , 

Seét. 6.The tethod of double 
under flooring is, in the firlt part of 
it, exaétly the fame as the method juft 
deferi The fillets and the fhort 
pieces of laths are applied in the fame 
manner: but the coat of rough plak- 
er ought to be little more than half as 
thick zs the coat of rough plafter ap- 

tied in the method i fingle under 
flooring. 

Seft.'7.—In the method of double 
under flooring, as faft as this coat of 
rough platter is laid on, fome more of 
the fhort pieces of laths, cut as above 
direfted, (feé.g.) mult be laid in the 
intervals between the joifis, upon the 
firt coat of rough plafter : and each 
of thefe fhort laths muft be, one afer 
the other, bedded deep and quite 
found into this rough plafler whiift ic 
is foft. efe fhort pieces of laths 
fhould be lard alfo as clofe as poMdle 
to each other, and in the fame direc- 
tion as the fitft layer of fhort laths. 

Se&. 8. A coat of the fame kind 
of rough plailer fhould then be fpreed 
over the fecond layer of fhort la:hs, 
asthere was upon the firft layer a- 
bovedeferibed. This coat of rough 
plafter fhould (as abeve direéied, 
fect. 5. for the method of fingle un- 
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‘der flooring) be trowelled tevel with 
the tops of the joifls, but it ought 
not to rife above them. The fooner 
this fecond coat of rough plafle* is 
{pread upen the fecond layer of fhorr 
taths jufl memioned, (fect. 7.) the 
berter, 
What follows, as far as fc@. 13, 
iscommon tothe method of fingle as 
well asco that of double under floor- 


ing. : 
"Bea. —Common coarfe fime 
arid Hair Ciach as generally ferve for 
the pricking up coat in plaffering) 
may be ufed for ail the purpofes be- 
fore and hercafier mentioned ; but it 
is confiderebly cheeper, and even 
much detrer, in all thofe cafes, to make 
ufe of bay inflead of hair, in order to 

tevént the piafler work from crack- 
ing. The hay ought to be chopped 
to abou: three inches in Jengih, but no 
Liorter. 

One méafure of common rongh 
fand, two meafures of flaked lime, 
and three meafiires {but hot lef) of 
chopped hay, will prove, in general, 
a very good proportion, when faffici- 
ently beat up together in the manner 
of common mortar. The hay muft be 
well dragged in this kind of roug’s 

lafter, and well imermixed with it : 

ut the hay ought never to be put ?n 
till the two other ingred:erts are well 
beat up togetber with water, 

This rough plafter ought never to 
be made thin for any of the work 
mentioned in this paper. The fliffer 
tt is, the better, provided it be noe 
too dry to be fptead properly upon the 
sates. 

If the flooring boards are required 
to be lad very foon, a fourth ora 


fifth parc of guick* lime in powder, 
NOTE. 


* T have praftifed this method in 
an extenfive work with great advan- 
taye. in three weeks, «his rough 
plailer grows perfecily dry. The 
oe 
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very well mixed with this rough plaf- 
ter, juit before it isufed, will caufe it 
to dry very ‘aft, 

Sect, 10.—When the rough plafter 
work between the joifls has got tho- 
roughly dry, tt oughtto be obferved, 
whether or not there be any {mall 
cracks in it, particularly mext to the 
a : if there be any, they ought to 

e wathed over with a bruh, wet with 


‘mortar wath, which will effeétually 


clofe them : bur there will never be 
avy cracks, if the chopped hay and 
5 quick lime be properly made ufe 
© 


Se&. 11.—The mortar-wafh, I 
make ufe of, is merely this, About 
two meafures of quick lime and one 
meafure of common fand, fhould be 

ut into a pail, and fhould be well 

itted up with water, till the water 
grows very thick, fo as to be almoft 
of the confiftency of a thin jelly. 
This wafh, when ufed, will grow dry 
in a few minutes, 

Sett, 12.—---Before the flooring 


"hoards are laid, a {mall quantity of 


very dry common fand fhould be 
firewed on the rough plafier work, 
but not over the tops of the joifls. 
The fand fhould be flruck fmooth 
with an hollow rule, which ought to 
be about the length of the difiance 
from joift to jolt, and about one 
eighth of an inch curvature ; which 


rule, palling over the fand, im the 


‘ fame direction with the joifle, wall 


eaufe the fand to lie rather rounding 
NOTE. 


tough plafler, fo made, may be ap- 

lied at alltimes of the year in Eng- 
rand with the greateft fuccefs. The 
eaficll method, by mach, of reducing 
the quick lime to powder, is, bydrop- 

ing a {mall quantity of warer on the 
ime-flone, a litile time before the 
ae isintended tobe ufedy The 
ime will fill retaim a very fullicient 
degree of heat, 


in the middle of the interval betweeg 
each pa rof joifls, 

The flooring boards may then be 
laid and faftened down in the ufyat 
manner : but very particular attenti. 


on mult be paid to the rough plaiier. fi 


work and to the fand being mo 

rfetly dry before the boards are 
aid, for fear of the dry rot; of 
which, however, there is no kind of 
danger, when this precaution is made 
ule of, 

Sef. 19.—The method of under. 
flooring 1 have alfo applied with the 
utmoft fuccefs to a wooden flair-cafe, 
It is made to follow the thape of th 
fleps ; but no fand 1s laid upon th 
rough plafter-work in this cafe, 

Seét. i4.—The method of extn 
lathing may be applied to cieling joifh, 
to floping roofs, and to.wooden pa. 
titions, - Itis fimply this : 

As the laths are going to be nailed 
on, fome of the above-mentioned 
rough plafler ought to be fpread be. 
tween thefe laths and the _joills (or 
other timbers) againft which thele 
laths are to be nailed. The laths 
ought to be nailed very clofe to each 
other. 

Whencither of the ends of any of 
the faths, lapover the ends of oiher 
laths, it Pe: 4 to be attended to, that 
thefe ends be bedded found in fome 
of the fame kind of rough plafler. 

This attention is equally neceffary 
for the fecond layer of laths hereafier 
meniioned, (feet, 15.) 

Sef. 15.—This lirfl laver of tacks 
ought to be covered with a pretty 
thick coat of the fame rough plafler 
fpoken of above, (fet. 9.) A pose 
layer of laths ought then to be nailed 
on each lath, being, as it is put on, 
well {queezed and bedded found, into 
the foft rough plafler, For this rea- 
fon, no more of this firft. coat of 


rough plafler ought to be laid on at 

atime, than what can be immedi- 

ag followed with the fecond layer of 
at 
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The laths of this fecond layer ought 
to be laid as clofe to each other as they 
canbe, to allow of a proper cleuch for 
abe rough plates. 

The laths of the fecondt layer may 
then be plaflered over with a coat of 
the fame kind of rough plafler, or it 
may be plailered over in the ufual 
manner. b 

Set. 16.—The third method, 
which is thet of inter-fecuring, is ve- 
ry fimilar, in moft refpeéls, to that 
of under Bearing but no fand is af- 
terwards to be laid upon it, Loter- 
fecuring is applicable to the fame 
parts of a building as the methed of 
exiva-lathing jult defcribed ; but it 
js not ofien neceflary to be made ufe 















SA. 17.—I have made a prodigi- 
ous nurober of experiments upon eve- 
ry part of thefe different methods. I 
cauled a wooden building to be con- 
firited at Chevening in Kent, in 
order to perform them 1n the moft na- 
turalmanncr, The methods of exira- 
Jahing and double under flooring, 
were the only ones made ufe of in that 
building. 

Onthe 26h of September, 1777, I 
had the honour to repeai fome of my 
experiments before the prefident and 
fome of the fellows of the royal focie- 
ty, the lord mayor and aldermen of 
the city of London, the committee of 
city lands, feveral of the fore'gn mi- 
niflers, and a great number of other 
perfons, 

Se&. 48.—The firlt experiment was 
to fill the lower room of the building 




















. 


full of fhavings and faggots, mixed 






NOTE. 


_+ Ifa third layerof laths be imme- 
diately nailed on and be covered with 
athird coat of rough plafler, I shen 
call the method treble lathing : but 
this method of treble lathing can al- 
molt, in no cafe, be required, 
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(which room was aboui 26 feet by 16) | 


4°3 


with combuflibles, and to fet them 
on fire, The heat was fo intenfe, 
that the glafs of the windows was 
melted like fo much common fealing 
wax, and ran down in drops: yet the 
flooring boards of that very room 
were not burat through, nor was one 
of the fide timbers, floor joifls, or 


‘cieling joifls, damaged in the fmallei 


degree; and the perfons who went 
inio the room immediately over the 
room filled with fire, did not per- 
ceive any ill effetis from it whatever; 
even the floor of that room being 
perfeftly cool during thar enormous 
conflagration immediately under- 
neath, 

Sect. 19.—I then eaufed a kind 
of wooden building (.f full 50 feet 
in length, and of three ores high in 
the midale) to be erected quite 
clofe to one end of the fecured wood- 
en houfe. I filled and covered th:s 
building with above eleven hundred 
large kiln faggots, and feveral| ads 
of dry fhavings ; and | fet this pile oa 


ire. 
- The height of the flame was no lefs 
than eighty-feven feet perpendicular 
from the ground; and the gra‘s 
upon a bank, at a bundred and fifty 
feet from the fire, was all feorched ; 
yet the fecured wooden building, 
uite contiguous to this vaft heap of 

re, was not at all damaged, except 
fome parts of the outer cvat of plafler 
work, 

This experiment was intended to 
reprefert a wooden town on fire, and 
to fhow how effectually even a wood- 
en building, if fecured according o 
my new method, would flop the pro- 
grefs of the flames on that fide, 
without any afliflance from fire en- 

ine‘. 

; Seét. go.—The Jaf experiment | 
made that day was the attempting to 
burn a wooden flar-cafe fecured ac- 
cording to my fimple method of un- 
der flooring, The under fide of 


the flair-cafe was exira-lathed, Seve- 
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fal very large kiln faggots were faid 
spe tates oes ihe oe ates ni 
the flairs, and upon the Reps; this 
wooden flair-cafe, notwithilanding, 
refilled, as if it had been Gre-ftone, 
all che attempts that were made to 
confame it, 

E have tince made five fill Rronger 
fics upon this fame ftair-cafe without 
having repaired it, having moreover 
filled the {mall place in which the 
flair-cafe is, entirely with thavings 
and large faggots, but the flair-cafe is 
fil, however, Handing, and is but 
ittle damaged. 

Sef. o:.—In moh houfes, it is 
neceflary only to (ecure the floors ; 
and that accord-ng to the method of 
ingle under fooring, deferibed in 

2, 3, 4 ands. The extra expenfe 
of it in nae Be fall materials includ- 
ed) is only about ninepence per fquare 

ard, un'efs there fhould be particular 
Di ficulties attending the execution ; 
in which cafe it will vary a little.— 
When quick lime is made ufe of, it is 
a trifle more, 

The extra expenfe of the method 
of extra lathing is, in London alfo, 
no more than fixpefce per (quare yard 
for the timber, fide walls, and parti- 
tions; bur for the cieling, about nine- 

ence per fquare yard. No extra- 
ilies is neceffary in the generality of 
houfes, 

Seét. 22.—I propofe giving to the 
world, betore it is very long, a de- 
tailed account of many other experi- 
ments I have made upon this fubje, 
30d of the various advantages arifing 
from my method, with feveral particu- 
Jars relative to diferent parts of each 
of the methods above wy wee and 
relative to their joint or feparare ap- 
plication to different kinds of build. 
ings, and to the diferent coriliruent 
paris of ahoufe ; to whieh I thall add 
@ full explanation of the principles 
Upon which they are founded, and the 


reafons for their certain and furprifing 
Tuccefs. ‘ , 





Mr. Printer, 


WHILE we rejoice in the fep which 


ha: been taker by the late federg 
convenuon, to provide for the eg, 
on floppage of the commerce of 
t rees intwenty one year, we 
a wih cha the noes 
whie ¢ not as ww 
for the shekaien, of ten: inhunag, 
trafGc, may, previous ro thar time 
be induced 1 a meafure whies 
will redvund fo much to their be. 
nour, and, at the fame time, wu 
has been demonilraed by feveny 
publicacions, particularly thar of 
dean Nickolls®, co chetr mere. 
to this cad, and to diffeminate g 
far as polirble the laudable endes 
yours of individuals, and of fe. 
enies, who have exerted themfeng 
in defence of humanity, and & 
rights of mankind, I wih you» 
infert the following ' 
drawn up by ibe fociety for the 
adual abolition of flavery ig 
Ph:ledelphia, which was mended 
to be prefented to the lase federl 
convenuon, bur was withheld, 
on an aflurance being give by a 
member of the chavention, that the 
reat obje@ of the memorial weal) 
taken under confideration, ant 
that the memorial, im the begin. 
ning of the deliberations of the 
convention, might alarm fome of 
the fowhern fiaves, and thereby 
deieat the withes of the enemerm 
the African wade. Humangras, 





a. 
Toths honourable the convention of the 


wanted fates of America, wow e 
bted im the ctty of Philadrigin, 


The memorial of the Pena/yivems 


Joticty for promoting the abviriven 


of favery, andthe relief a fret e- 
groes, unlawfully held in bondage, 


= E Pennfylvania fociety for pro- 


moting the abohuen of & 


NOTE. 
? See next page. 
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of the year 1974, wasa re- 
{olution for probrbuang ihe vmporiai- 
on of Afriepa Faves. 
[It is with deep diflrefs they are 
4 to obferve, that the peace was 
Scareely conciuded, before the Afrs- 
rrade was revived, and Amemcan 
vellelsemployed in tr anfparting the sn- 
babstancs of <a, to coltivare, ws 
faves, the for! of America, before 1 
had drank in ail rhe blood which had 
been thed in her fieuggle for liberty. 
To the revival of this wade, the 
fociety a’cribe port of the obloquy 
with whch foreign nations have 
branded our infant Mares. In vain 
wilt be the presemtions of the united 
fares to a love of liberty, or a rd 
for national charatier, w phe lles 
the profits of a commerce that can 
coty be condutted u rwers of hu- 


mbaman trafhcaby the uncon of our 
whole fpecies in a common anceflor 
odie’ ate de on which re- 
the appreheations 
ved terror of the righteous e 
i anet z the 
ertanty the great and awful day 
of - the “7 of - 
prayers mea, w wou 
coly infule | espace of heaven, if 
up m behalf of our coun- 
wy, while the inquuy we deplore 
cootimues a us—by the feneti- 
ty of ibe chrdflian pamee-by the 
pealures of domeflie comnexiwns, 
ind the Panes which anend ther 
¢ Prlation—by the capewicy and tul- 
ferings of our fellow<tu-aens in Al- 
ger, which feemio be intended by 
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a lente of apy — ay and cruelty of 

—- our —r pe brethren to pers 

¥ aulerye=bra 

to the me of pring ples 

condu@t which fhouid mark the cat 

acns of ear pao J the magniuude 
aed uuenhty of our deGres to promace 
the hapginefs of chofe milhons of um. 
teiligent Deings, who wil probably 
coverths immenfte continent wih ree 
tonal | fe—~and by ewery other cnn fi- 
deraton chat rel.gon, policy, and hus 
manty can luggell--.ine fecety im 
plore the prelemt convenuon to make 
the fupprethon of the Afeanirade ia 
the unved Mares a part of ther sespus- 
tant delibera: ons, 
June, 17%. 
-——e @&-< 
Mr. Printer, 

I ENCLOSE you a valuable letter 
ona molt snrerciling fubjett-- the 
fave teade.- the inquay of which, 
thanks to the benevolent printi- 
see of che quakers, has excued 

chia ral (pura of abhor- 
rence poliuen vo that traffic, 
among the friends of humanity, 19 
Grea Brean, w moll, even- 
tually, anodmlare 4 dif. 
graceful to humanity, : infor - 
mation contained in thes lester ts as 
intereft ing to the inbaborant of Sourh 
Carolinas and Geurgiaas to ihe Well 


led. : 
——. P. D. 


4 lester to the treafereref he factety 
— a ol of Jecting 
the eboluten of haw trade, 
From the ree. Robert Boucher 
Nicholls, dean of Middishan. 


Middicham, Yorh fire, OM. 19, 17%. 


SLA, 
I TAKE the bherty of troubling 
you, 19 confequence of an adver- 
tifement 1 have pull feen ww the Yous 
paper, by wheh | Bad lewerel bye 
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mane gentlemen, to their infinite 
honour, have notified their defign to 
move in*patliament for the abolition 
of the flave trade. Being myfelf a 
native of the Weft Indies, though 
eftablithed in this country, I feel 
myfelf intereNled in the caufe you have 
nobly efpoufed ; and with to contri- 
buie my mite of information, to which 
your public invitation encourages 
me. 

I conceive, fir, if it can be proved 
that the natural increafe of the negroes 
already im the iflands, would be fully 
adequate to the cultivation of them 
—and that fuch natural increafe would 
be fecured by: humane treatment, no 
argument could thenbe brought againft 
che abolition of this pevurted traffic, 
but from the private interet of a few 
individuals, on this fide of the Adian- 
tic chiefly, 

Though it muft be from a number 
of faéts that the above pofition can 
derive incontrovertible evidence, yet 
I will flate one or two remarkable 
ones, referring you to perfons in 
London to authenticate them in a 
better manner than I am able to do, 

About feventeen or eighreen years 
ago, a mr, Macmahon died upon his 
efiate in the parifh of St. George; in 
the ifland of Barbadoes. The ellate 
was valued, as well as I can remem- 
ber, at about go,oool. that moncy. 
Its late poffeffor had been in poffefhion 
of it feven or eight years : but finding 
it encumbered with a debt to a mer- 
chant in London, he refolved to pay 
off this encumbrance by extraordina- 
ry exertions; in confequence ' of 
which, he deflroyed the health ‘and 
ives of many of his negroes.* He 


NOTE, 


* Since writing the above, ‘a gen- 
tleman of the ifland has aflured me « 
it was afcertained from a negro levy 
(or poll sax) that in two years the 
pumber of Macmahon’s flaves was 


was therefore obliged to fupply the, 
place with others, purchaled frog 
time to time, during the {pace of f¢, 
ven years; till at length upon hi 
own demife, his eflare ml «4 
—_ i. = = _ of enc 
rance he found it, the money lof 
by the death of his flaves being 
found equal to the original debt upon 
his a ba 
early about the fameptime, or 
little before, died dr. Mupe, of ie 
fame ifland, a gentleinan who poflelled 
an eftate of lefs value than that above. 
mentioned---being. as I believe, by 
about the value of twenty thoulad 
pounds currency, in a fiiuation more 
fubje&t to drought, in a foil ky 
rich, and ata greater diflance fog 
market, This genileman was n. 
ther the patriarch than the maby 
among his negroes. Of  provificg 
they had a plentiful fupply : bis tem 
dernefs gave them a long re{pite fing 
labour during the greatelt heat of th 
day, from cloves to three : and 
per refrethmenis were added, inth 
fultry interval, without any labow 
of their own, Thus foftered by: 
fatherly care, their -increafe -wa 
wonderful, Another | eflate, on 
which there were no negroes, wa 
‘purchafed,: in order to receive the 
overflow from the original eftate; 
which purchafed eftate was, I believe 
of the value of twelve thoufand pound: 
currency. The daughter of this gen- 
tleman had a fuitable fortune, asd 
the fon inherited a clear forwne ef 
above forty thoufand pounds---more 
than double the original eflate, The 


NOTE. 


leffened nearly one half, i.e. from § 


170 to 95, by his feverity: and that 


it was his ufual boall, he did not de- 
fire a newly purchafed flave to live 
longer than four years, in which time 
he could be fufficiently repaid for the 
purchale, 
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J,ughter is married to a moft refpe@- 
ble gentleman, of food fortune, 
iH. A. efquire, who will, I dare fay, 


ing a perfon of great humanity, 
re nS 


you further on a fubje€ that 
fo much honour to the memory 
his lady’s excellent father; for it 
of importance to afcertain thefe 
iculars with minute exafinefs, I 
refume the well known houfe of 
can authenticate the former 
lation, if ut be, as I heard it in the 
fland, at the funeral of that inhuman 
perfon Macmahon. Having now no 
connexion with the Welt-Indies, and 
fiding at a diftance from town, my 
omimunications to you can be of lit- 
tle more fervice than pointing out 
the quarter from whence you may 
derive better information : yet I have 
not knowingly exaggerated any 
‘thing, or mifinformed you intention- 
ally. 
ti is very certain, that negroes mul- 
tiply in warm climates in an infi- 
nitely greater proportion than -in 
cold, Even extreme heat does not 
ncommode tvem ; nor are they fo li- 
able, asthe white people, to the dif- 
orders of warm climates, when the:r 
‘blood is not impoverifhed by extreme 
labour, fcanty or unwholefome diet. 
In the Weft-India iflands, and in 
the fouthern colonies of North- Ame- 
rica, they will be fall of healih and 
vigour at thofe feafons, when the 
whites are affected with fevers and 
agues, and have {wollen legs and 
jaundiced faces. But if the blacks are 
difeafed with flow fevers and dyfen- 
tries, is there any wonder in it, 
when we confider that milk and freth 
meat they never talle ? Their food 
confils of maize, vegetables and ai- 
ther a little rancid falt fith, or (rarely) 
afmall portion of fale beef or pork 
from Ireland, which is of the work 
quality the market affords ; and their 
drink is, commonly, water from 
ponds, occafionally with a little rum 
in it; and in the rainy feafons they 
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are not always withdrawn from their 
Jabours to fhelter, 

In the northern provinces of North: 
Amer ca, teen alfo I have refided), 
from the feveriy of the climate, the 
increafe of the blacks is fmall, (in- 
deed there are few of them) : their 
natural complexion, of glofly black, 
is changed to a dark, unhealthy taw- 
ney ; and they are foon old, But 
warm climates are congenial tothem ; 
in them, wih tolerable treatment, 
they are prolific and long lived. Ic 
muft, therefore, be the ill treatment 
they receive in the :flands, that ren- 
ders yearly fupplies of new flaves ne+ 
ceflary, to keep up the number on 
the plantations : ohise: when they 
arrive, many, from the lofs of their 
liberty, their friends, and country, 
pne to death; fome deflroy them- 
felves ; few, if any, are capable of 
much labour, ull the fecond or third 
year, And it is a known fad, that, 
when the planters find new recruits 
requifite for the cultivation of their 
eflates, they not only préfer native 
flaves, but’ will give a confiderably 
greater price forthem. ~~ 

Why then, it: may be faid, is any 
planter fo blind to his own intercfl, 
as _—- Pe aves in . _— 
ner, that would amply repay his hu- 
mane. attention? Some perfons do 
and find their account in it. Still 
this praftice is: nor general ; far from 
it. The planter has paflions, upon 
which there is no check in law, in 
favour of the negro, for whofe mur- 
der, (ifthe property is vefléd in him 
he ts not accountable to the magife 
trate. The -planter, from extrava- 

ancies inthis country, from riotous 
oles in his own, and not unfrequent- 
ly from bad crops, is often deeply em- 
barraffed with debts to the Britith mer- 
chant ; or, eager to make a fortune, 
he trufts more to prefent Tor of 
labour, and parlimonious favings, 
than to the future produ@ of humani- 
ty, or future recompenfe of kberalt- 
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ty. I fpeak generally. I know there 
ate amiable exceptions; bui excepti- 
imply a rule to the contrary. 


ye 1 the p! firmed 
anter, confirmed in 
fi infl-xible ia inacy, and 
the 


in prejudice, is unwilling to 

cht ps nent and novel 

ftem, from which, to fay the truth, 

the vices of flaves (what can be ex- 

from flaves ?) render him often 
averfe, 

With refpe&tto the force of pre- 
§udice in our lands, we know how in- 
vincibly unwilling the white people 
are to admit the flaves to the: privi- 
bres of chriftianiuy, to which, J be- 

ve, the venerable fociery for pro- 
Pagating the gofpel in foreign parts 
aa give ample teftimony, And why 


upon the foat of humanity, I afk the fide 


quefliion) are thefe poor people to be 
excluded from thofe comforts of our 
scligion which its founder command 
ed to betendered equally unto all ? 
They are under no incapacity which 
vou aoe 5, gy ae At New- 
ve rom twepty to 
forty ek communicants, The 
people in our ifflands not only ne- 
gictt, but obje& to the converfion of 
ther flaves, upon pleas, which, if 
admitted originally, would have anni- 
hilated chriflianity at its firft appear- 
ance. 
In the continuation of lord Cla- 
sendon’s hiftery, wefind, tha in his 
ame, the number of white inhabi- 


tans was fifty thowfand—and - of 


blacks, if I rightly vetol a hun- 
dred thoufand, in ihe and’ of Bar- 

oes : t twenty-five years 
fince, the numbers, by _ enume- 
sation, were, of whites lefs than twen- 
ty-five ¢ 3 of negroes ninety 
thoufand. Now, thowgh the number 
of whites has apparently diminithed 
in a greater proportion than thar of the 
blacks, yet i¢ is to be ebferved, that 
the biacks are flationary ; they do not 
amgrate ; the whites do: mor is the 
iacreafe of the whites from acw- 


comers in a greater proporiion tha: 
the number Of natives PB migra 
or live elfewhere: befides thar hy 
climate is mote in favour of | 
blacks than of the whites. It is now 
in round numbers, a hundred ye; 
nce lord Clarendon wrote hisan 
rinvation. In this {pace of time, ihe 
whites have dimimfhed about on 
half; the number of blacks has kf. 
fened in the proportion of nine 
ten, notwithftanding yearly in. 
riation of five thoufand, as | hae 
ard: but flating it only at fay 
thoufand, or even three thou! 
that would prove the original { 
of blacks to have been Tol jal jo 
many times over, 1..¢. five, four, 
three, in the {pace of a century, be 
s the diminution from one he 
dred to ninety thoufand: fo te 
while the whites, ina climate keh 
vourable to them, have lof only ox 
half of their original flock, theblih 
have lof it four or five times ove, 
How near all thefe particulars arey 
the precife fat, 1 have not the meam 
of afcertaining; but in a gener 
view, I believe they are fufheienly 
near to fhow that the bdlacks in our 
Mlands are diminifhed, through mal- 
treatment, in a proportion, which 
were it to prevail equally in all cou 
tries, in a century would depopulaie 
the globe. But I think it would be! 
worth while to examine accurately 
into théfe particulars; as an average 
calculation of the dofs humanity {ul- 
tains in our tflands, would be an a- 
gument that ne man, with the feel- 
ings of a man, could have the face 
to reply to. | think, too, the amount 
of the annual import of flaves ino 
our iflands might be eahily afcertain- 


ed here at home, from the accounts 
of fales ; that amount might be com- 

red with the exports of produce 
roam the iflands; and the comparifoa 
would fhow how much of his produce 
the planter Jofes, and the propertict- 
ate charge upon it, which the com 
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Letter from the rev. Robert Boucher Nicholls, 


famer pays, for a traffic that a little 
time and fome humanity would ren- 
der ufelefs. 

The immediate and effeétual re- 
medy for the diminution of flaves in 
the iflands, would be the entire abo- 
ition of the flave trade, This would 
neceflarily oblige the plamer to take 
fach care of his negroes, as would 
at once eHentially ferve the caufe of 
humanity, without gwing him any 
occafion for the plea, that his rights 
are infringed, or his property in- 
vaded ; for furely, however he may 
have acquired a property in the flaves, 
now under his dominion, he can 
have none, in thofe who are not; he 
can have no greater right to recruit 
his gang with the inhabitants of Gui- 
nea than with the inhabitants of Bri- 
tain. Nor can the Britilh merchant 
be beter entitled to buy or fell the 
inhabitants of Guinea, than the inha- 
bitants of Guinea are to buy or fell 


him. Let him fuppofe himfelf at 


Algiers, and afk himfelf what he 


would think of his chains, or of the 
right that impofed them? What, if 
it were true, that the Britifh mer- 
chant buys only captives taken 
in war? War is made in Guinea, 
that the captives may be fold to nm. 
It is the receiver of ftolen goods that 
makes the thief. 

For all the blood fpilt in fuch 
wars—for all the villages fet in 
flames, by the contending parties— 
for all the ravages incident to war— 
for all the tears and fufferings of cap- 
tives, whofe attachments are violent- 
ly broken—for all the cruelties they 
endure in the courfe of their voyage, 
ot under a rigid tafk-malter, when 
fold for flaves, the merchant 1s to an- 
fwer. He fets up felfintereft as his 
idol, and flabs humanity as the {a- 
erifice to it. And fhall the relt of 
the world fit down quietly, and ful- 
fer their common humanity to be 
thus injured and infuleed—that the 
trader may eat turtle, and the daugh- 


Vol. lil. No. V. 
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ter ofthe fkipper of a vcffel flounce 
in filks or muflins ? 

But it is a branch of national 
commerce, and 1s a!lowed by the le- 
giflature. So, anciently, among the 
{tates of Greece, was piracy not only 
allowed, but efteemed honourable. 
But in a matier fo evidently contrary 
to every principle of common juf- 
tice, where is the man, with fhame 
in his face, or honefty in his heart, 
that, in a national affembly will 
dare avow fucha caufe? If we ad- 
mit the plea, from necefhity, or fuch 
a traflic, where fhall we flop? Is not 
the plea of the robber, who is 
hanged, as good? Fiat juftitia—ruat 
calum, ‘The friends of liberty mult, 
upon their own principles, repro- 
bate this worll {pecies of tyranny—the 
worll, becaufe no other has fo blaft- 
ing an efle& upon morals, no other 
fo throughly vitiates the heart. The 
chriflian cannot countenance it, His 
bible fhows, that ** mentlealers” are 
clalled with ** murderers of fathers 
** and mothers, and perjured per- 
** fons,” 1 Tim. i. ver, 10. And 
will he mix in fuch a crew ? Will he 
give them his countenance and fup- 
port? ‘They, who read and believe 
their bible, may learn from the hif- 
tories and prophecies it contains, 
that though divine providence is 
pleafed to permit one nation to op- 
prefs another—and though the op- 
prefling power be the fcourge of di- 
vine jullice—yet vengeance will re- 
vertto the oppreffor at lafi, becaule 
he feeks the injury, not the reforma- 
tion, of the oppreffed : and, there 
fore, believers in a divine providence 
will fee much to dread in the encou- 
ragement of the flave-trade, 

Could that infernal traffic be anni- 
hilated, the condiuon of flavery in 
the flands wouid be meliorated ; the 
native negroes would be more tratia- 
ble, more ready to acquire the reyard 
of thofe among whom they were 
born, and mere eatily converted to 











4ie Petition of a number of blacks. 


chriflianity, becaufe they may be 
mvre ealily informed, At lengih, by 
the mild and uniform operaidén of 
chrflian principles, flavery ifelf 
might be abolithed, For though 
chriitianiy, ac ats firit promulsauon, 
for obvious reafons, did not atlett to 
introduce any aleration in the civil 
rights of men, yet its genuine ten- 
dency ts friendly to civil liberty, as 
Montefqmeu bas obferved in its fa- 
vour, and Gibbon has dared to al- 
leye to ts reproach, That flavery 
is porarall neceffary to the cultiva- 
ton of the fuyar-cane, is evidem: 
for Sicily, within a few centuries, 
manutactured fugar, as Cochin Chi- 
na now does, without any affiflance 
from flaves. lsut were it otherwife, 
what would, what fhould, be the 
choice of Lritons ? to have fugar in 
their tea, or to fet nations free from 
the fcourge, the chain, and the yoke ? 

To the planter, the prohibition of 
the flave trade would be immediate- 
ly beneficial ; and ihe benefit would 
be progreflive with time : as it 
wou.d immediately raife the value of 
his negroes, whofe numbers alfo 
would be increafed by a melioration 
of the fyflem of flavery, 

To the Britifh merchant it would 
be equally beneficia!, in a fimilar 
manner ; for none of the produce of 
the iflands being expended in the 
purchafe of flaves, more would be left 
for the payment of debts to Bri- 
tain. 

To the Britifh nation it would be 
beneficial, becaufe the planter, cul- 
tivating the fugar-cane at lefs ex- 

enfe, could afford his produce at a 
i rate ; becaufe aifo, feamen and 
foldiers would not be fent to perith 
in the unhealthy climates of Afftica. 

To the American flates it would 
afford a proof, that we are no lefs 
frendly to lherry than they, who 
have already fhown to us an exam- 
ple'n this refpeci, which we ought 
hril w have given, 


To all the world it will prove our 
equity and humanity. 

To nations yet unborn, it wii 
tranfmit liberty and happinefs, 

To the reign of George the third 
it will give peculiar luftre, and ex. 
hibit him as the friend of mankind 
at large, whom the noblelt zeal jg 
the fupport of piety and morals x 
home, diflinguifhes as the real father 
of his people. 

1 have not, fir, intentionally mif. 
{tated any circumftance, and I ag 
out of the way of more correct infor. 
mation, What I have writen js 
ditta‘ed by an ardent with for the 
fuccefs of your caufe. 

I have fome pamphlets whch have 
been publilhed upon this fubjeét, and 
will circulate them among my neigh. 
bours. 

Iam, fir, with great refpe@, your 
mott obedient humble fervant, 

Rosert Boucuer Nickouty, 

dean of Middicham, 


ob S&S |S S| -0- 


To the honourable the fenate and houfe 
of reprefentatives of the common- J ynhapp 
wealth of Maffachu/etts, in general J togethe 
courtaffembled, on the 27th Februa- @ market 
ry, 1788. The petition of a great TH for the 
number of blacks, freemen of /aid &® bere, 
commonwealth, {ported 

Humbly fhoweth, - their f 
Be! your petitioners are jul. JB ume ce 
ly alarmed at the inhuman and 9 0 hea’ 
cruel treatment that three of our bres JM ty grie 
thren, free citizens of ihe town of FB to you 

Bofton, lately received. A captain, Jj the 

under pretence that his veflel was in JM that y« 

diltrefs on an ifland below in this Hever 

harbour, having got them on board, juftice 
put them in irons, and carried them JM quires. 
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fillers, 

















off from their Wives and children, to Buus c 
be fold fx flaves; this being the un- you. 
happy flate of thefe poor men, what JM peutic 


can your petitioners expect but to be 
treated in the fame manner by the 
fame fort of men ? What then are 
our lives and liberties worth, if Lucy 





Method of deftroying caterpillars, €c. 


may be taken away in fuch a cruel 
and unjult manner as this? May at 
leafe your honours, we are pot tn- 
jeniible, that the good laws of this 
fate, forbid all fuch bad attions ; not- 
withttanding, wecan affure your ho- 
nours, that many of our free blacks, 
that have entered on board veifels as 
feamen, have been fold for flaves ; and 
fome of them we have heard from, 
but know not who carried them 
away. Hence it is, that many of 
ys, who are good feamen, are obliged 
10 flay at home through fear, and 
one half of our time lower about the 
fireets, for want of employ ; whereas 
ff they were protected in chat lawful 
calling, they might get a handfome 
livelihood for themfelves and theirs, 
which, in the fituation they are now 
in, they cannot, QOne thing more 
we would beg leave to hint; thax is, 
that your petitioners have, for fome 


time palt, beheld with grief, fhips 
cleared out from this harbour for 
Africa, and there they either fleal, or 


caufe others to fleal, our brothers and 
fitters, fill their thips’ holds full of 
unhappy men and women crouded 
together, then fet out to find the beft 
market, to fell them there, like fheep 
for the flanghter, and then return 
here, like honeft men, after having 
fported with the lives and liberty of 
their fellow-men ; and at the fame 
ime call themfelves chriftians. Bluth, 
O heavens, at this! Thefe our weigh- 
ty grievances, we chearfully fubmit 
to your honours, without dittating 
in the leaft, knowing by experience 
that your honours have, and we truft 
ever will, in your wifdom, do us that 
jofice that our prefent condition re- 
quires, as God and the good laws of 
tus commonwealth fhall ditiate to 
you. And as in duty bound, your 
petitioners fhall ever pray. 


PRINCE HALL. 
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Method of deftroying caterpillars 
upon trees. 


AKE lighted charcoal in a 

chafing duh: throw thereon 
fome pincnes of brimitone in pew. 
der ; place the fame under the branche 
es that are loaded with caterpillars, 
The vapour of the fulphur, wach ts 
mortalto thefe infeéts, will noc only 
deflroy all that are on the tree, but 
prevent its being infelled by them 
afierwards. A pound of fulphur 
will clear as many trees as grow on 
{feveral acres, 


oP OS Sr 
Hint on the management of /heep. 


T has been ofien remarked, that 

the American fheep yeld much 
lefs wool, than the fheep of Britain, 
France, and Spain. This is owing 
to the length of our winters, and the 
quantity of {now onthe ground, ; re- 
venting thejr picking up as much 
nourifiment as the fheep in Europe : 
—hence they drop ther wool, from 
mere weaknefs, during the winier 
and {pring. To prevent this, a farmer 
of long experience has found half 
a gill of Indian corn, given every 
day, to each fheep, to be extremely 
ufeful, It ilrengthens the fheep, by 
which means the quantity of wool is 
increafed, a3 well as retained, till 
the ume of thearing, to the great 
emolument of the farmer. 
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On the ufe of mud as manure, 


HROUGH ny farm runs a lite 
tle rivulet, or brook, in feve- 
ral parts of which are refervoirs or 
lodgments of mud. 1 have made ita 
rule, for fome years, every {immer 
I could find convenient, as foon asthe 








aie 





hay was carried off my meadows, to 
clean thofe refervoirs, and fpread the 
mud immediately on *the ground, 
The fuccefs was furprifing : I ven- 
ture to fay almoft to double my 
crops for two or three years after, 
I cannot get enough to drefs my 
meadows all over, above once in 
three years: but, from what I have 
feen, that ts often enough. 1 have 
known many good farmers mix the 
mud, when tolerably dry, with chalk- 
lime, dung, &c. and, after turning tt 
together a winter, lay it on their 
Jand : and I allow this to bea good 
method: but thefe additions are un- 
neceffary upon meadows, I fhould 
not, indeed, think it prudent to 
throw « thus green on arable land. 
The way 1 have hitherto made ufe 
of it, is, carrying it on by fmall, 
low carts drawn by a fingle horfe, 
and {preading it out of the cart with 
a fcoop: and of this work we can 
do a great deal ina day, 


—@ 2 2— 
Hint to farmers. 


HE hon. mr. Dalton, of the 

fiace of Mafflachufetrs, in a let- 
terto the Boflonacademy of arts, in- 
forms them, that from one third of 
an acre of a fardy loam, well ma- 
nured, he saifed two hundred and 
fifiy buthels of carrots, which weigh- 
ed, upon an average, fixty-fix pounds 
per bufhel. Of the ufefulnefs of this 
nutritious vegetable, we have the 
following account, publifhed in the 
Encyclopadia Britannica, under the 
article agriculture, no. 130. 

** At Parlington, im Yorkthire, 
form the end of September ull the 
firfl of May, twenty working horfes, 
four bullocks, and fix milch cows, 
were fed upon the carrots that grew 
on three acres ; and thefe animals ne- 
ver talled any other food, but a lit- 
tle hay. The mik was excellent— 





Hint to farmers, @e. 


and, over and above, thirty hogy gpe chat 
were fattened upon what was left by Bee 
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HE peace, liberty, and {afew jeralit 

of our common country ql wucal 
upon us, at this time, for all oop Beparcc'Y 
good fenfe, our moderation, and og Bet 8° 
integrity. Unhappy fympions of » n, the 
unfeafonable warmth have too ff. bo hav 
quently difcovered themfelves int 
publications and debates upon & 
momentous fubjeGt whereon depend 
all our future good or evil, Te 
ropofed conflitution for the uni 
lates, being an objett of immes 
confequence, not only to us, burs 
mankind, we mull deeply regret ad 
be fhocked by the language wa 
whi h the fubject 1s treated, Whe 
a number of charatters, than whoa 
on the whole, the union has no bel ™** hi 
ter nor abier friend:—when I fay, ay". *' 
number of charafters fuch as thee ne wt 
under the authority of their refsecgmm Bem" 
tive flates, had formed a confetge *® 
tion, which was promulgated m thay re* 
moft open manner, in thoufands — @ 
public newfpapers and hand-billygy ®*- 
reported to the legiflatures, and count! 
tran{mitted to congrefs—when cor wd 
grefs had pafled it again to the lee! alread 
Jatures—and the  legiflatures bs 
called conventions, in moft inflanc precip 
unanimoufly—when two of thokiy 
conventions have adopted it unam- 
moufly, and another by a majonn 
of two-thirds—what fhall we Gy 
of ourfelves, or what mull the afo- 
nifhed world think of us, when they Pa 
find fuch open conduét indecently ad 
outrageoufiy termed a confprracy 
and the whole Iift of men, who %* 
taken a partin the bufinefs, prep- 
teroully attempted to be held up * 
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- charaiers of dark conf{pirators ? 
‘e men, who graicfuily remember 
4 fervices—ye men of juilt and 
derate, but hrm fpirus, as ye vatue 
¢ peace and honour of our coun- 
y, take heed how ve join fuch 
lie, outrageous, and fedurous ac- 
ers! How famiarly do they 
4 of blood of the whole conven- 
vas of the people ! The lives of the 
deraliits, fay the members of the 
iucal club of Cumberland, will 








i — accely atone for ther condutt ! 
nd cop Meperange excels, of a {mall body of 
of » n, the firlt, throughout the umon, 
10 box. ho have come toa refoluton unfa- 


purable 10 the new contlitutian | 


rua language and cond tt, unwar- 
antable inany caufe : and however 
y may hope it will intiame the 
ainformed part of the peop'c, it 
mull havea very oppofite effect on 
the minds of thofe refpectable men, 
who are to compofe the flate conven- 
noes, All the legillatures who have 
yet met, and every flate convention 
that has taken up the confluunen, 
have fabjetted themfelves, in com- 
mon with the federal convention, to 
he mtemperate cenfures and daring 
menaces of thefe writers and refolv- 
en, manfully defpifing their wild 
charge of confpiracy, or their wilder 
ad more wicked threats of blood- 
hed. For thame, for thame, my 
cantrymen ! do not thus throw new 
wd deeper difgrace upon your 
already-wounded national character. 
De not thus exert every nerve to 
precipitate this devoted country 
agann into civil broils, bleeding at 
fe yet 18, from her late confhet. 















A free-born Amerman. 
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Addrcf{ste the freeman ef Seatd Caroline. 


Address te the freemen of Seuth Caro 
dena, on the federal cenAiretiea : Ay 
ar. Ram aV¥« 


Freeads, countrymen, aad fellow oc: i 
eve. 

bees have, atths time, a new 

federal conflrratwo propofed 


for your conthideration, The efeat 
mmportance of the fubjett demands 
your molt ferrous attention, To: af. 
fit you mn forming a right judyment 
on thr matter, u will be proper to 
con'ider, 

I rfl, Itisthe manifell interel of 
thefe Mares to be un rd. Internal 
wars among ourlelver, would mol 
prodably be the confequence of dit. 
umion, Chur local weaknefs particu. 
larly proves « to be for the advan. 
tage of 0 ath 4 aro! na to theer gthen 
the federal gowernment: for we are 
inadequate to fecure ourfelves from 
more powerful neighbours. 


Secondiy If the thirteen flares 
are ro be united tn reality, as wei! as 
in name, the obviou principle of the 


unvon will be, that the congre!s, 
gencral goverrment, fthould have 
power to regulate all reneral con. 
cerns, In + fate of pat r.¢a hy man 
is free, and may do what he pirales 
but in focrety, every individual muft 
facrifee a part of bos natural righs 
the mirnerty mm nt yield o the mis 


jorny : and the fective interceil 
mufl controu) part af neretls. 
When thirteen perfor: confluue « 
farm ¥, each fhowld forego ev ry 
thing that $s mjurioue the t 
twelve, When fevers! famibet co 

fi tute a2 pariin, Or County, ca A ry 
adopt what regulations a pleafes, 
wiih fr rard 1 ws domefl alla re: 
bur mutt be ane *g° {f of that indberty 
n orhrr ca , where 1 of the 
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414 Addrefs to the freemen of South Carolina, 


When feveral fates combine in one 
government, the {ame principles mutt 
be obferved. Thefe relinquifhments 
of natural rights, are not real facri- 
fices : each perfon, county, or flare, 
gains more than it lofes : for it only 
gives up a right of. injuring others, 
and obtains, in return, aid and 
ftrength to fecure itfelf in the peace- 
able enjoyment ofall remaining rights. 
If then we are to be an united peo- 
ple, ard the obvious ground of union 
muft be, that all continental concerns 
fhould be managed by congrefs—tet us 
by thofe principles examine the new 
conftitution. 

Look over the eighth fefion, 
which enumerates the powers of con- 
grefs; and point out one that is not 
elfential, on the before-recited prin- 
ciples of union. The firft is a power 
to lay and colle& taxes, duties, im- 
pofts, and excifes, to pay the debts, 
and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the united 
ftates. 

When you authorifed congrefs to 
borrow money, and to contratt debts, 
for carrying on the late war, you 


could not intend to abridge them of, 


the means of paying their engage- 
ments, made on your account. You 
may obferve, that their future power 
is confined ‘* to provide for the com- 
** mon defence and general welfare 
* of the united ftates.”’ If they ap- 
ply money to any other purpofes, 
they exceed their powers, The peo- 
ple of the united flates, who pay, 
are to be judges how far their money 
is properly applied. It would be te- 
dious to go over all the powers of 
congrefs : but it would be eafy to 
fhow, that they all may be referred 
to this fingle principle, ‘* that the 
** general concerns of the union 
** ought to be managed by the ge- 
** neral government.” The oppofers 
of the conflitution cannot fhow a 
fingle power, delegated to congrefs, 


that copld be fpared, confiftently 


with the weltare of the whole; nora 
finyle one, taken from tne flates bur 
fuch as can be more advantage, 
oufly lodged in the general govern. 
ment, than in that of the feparate 
flares, 

For inflance : the flates cannot emit 
money, IThts 1s not iiended to pres 
vent the emiflon of paper money 
but only of ftare paper money, Is noe 
this an advantage ? To have thirteen 
paper currencies, in thirteen fates 
is embarrailing to commerce, ag 
eminenily fo to travellers, It jg 
therefore, obvioufly our inveref’ 
either to have no paper, or fuch as 
will circulate from Georgia to New 
Hampthire. 

Take another inflance: the cone 
grefs are authorifed to provide and 
maintain a navy, Our fea-coaft, 19 
its whole extent, needs the proiec. 
tion thereof: but if this was tobe 
done by the ftates, thofe, who build 
fhips, would be more fecure, than 
thofe who do not. Again: if the 
local legiflatures might build hips 
of war at pleafure, the eaftern woutd 
have a manifeit fuperiority over the 
fouthern ftates. Obferve, how much 
better this bufinefs is referred to the 
regulation of congrefs. A common 
navy, pa'd out of the common trea- 
fury, and to be difpofed of by the 
united voice of a majority, for the 
common defence of the weaker, as 
well as of the flronger fates, is pros 
mifed, and will refulr from the fede. 
ral conftitution. Suffer not youre 
felves to be impofed on by declama- 
tion, Afk the man, who objects to 
the powers of congrefs, two quef- 
tions: is it not neceflary that the 
fuppofed dangerous power fhould be 
lodged fomewhere ? And, fecondly, 
where can it be lodged, confitlently 
with the general good, fo well asin 
the general government ? Decide for 
yourfelves on thefe obvious principles 
of union, 

It has been objeéted, that the caft- 
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n flates have anadvantage in their 
prefentation in congrefs. Let us 
xan ne this obje€tion—the four eaft- 
ra fates fend feventeen members to 
he houle of reprefentatives : but 
seorgia, South Carolina, North Ca- 
olina, and Virginia, fend twenty- 
bree. ‘Lhe fix northern flates fend 
wen. y-feven, the fix fouthern thirty, 
Jy both cafes, we have a fuperior:- 
» ;—but, fay the objectors, add 
Peuntyivanato the northern ftates, 
bod there Is a majority againft us, 
J, s obvious to reply, ada Pennf, l- 
sia to the fourhero ftaes, and they 
hve a majority. The objettion 
sounts to no more, than, tha feven 
»« more than fix. It mutt be 
yn Rates, from ther valt extent of 
sculnvated country, are daly re- 
wing new fertlers; but in New- 
nglaad, their country 1s fo {mail, 
ind their land to poor, that their in- 
habitants are conttan ly emuigrat ng. 
Asthe rule of reprefentation in con- 
refs isto vary with the number of 
jahabitants, our inflience im the ge- 
neral governinent wil! be conilantly 
increaing. In fifry years, i is pro- 
bable that the fouthern ftares will 
haveagreat afcendency over the «ait- 
er. It has been faid, that thirty- 
fie men, not eletted by yourfelves, 
my make laws to bind you. This 
oijecion, if it has any force, tends 
tothe defiruction of your flate go- 
vroment. By our conitiution, fix- 
tyenne make a quorum; of courfe, 
pirty-five members may make a law 
» bind ail the peopie of South-Ca- 
rolinaa—Charlelton, and any one of 
te neighbouring par.thes, fend, col- 
etively, thirty-fix members ; it 1s, 
verefore, poflible, in the abfence ofall 
vbers, that three of the lower pariflh- 
s might legiflate for the whole coun- 
y. Would this be a vahd objetti- 
m againft your own conftitution ? 
t certainly would not—nether ts 
tagainft the propofed federal plan. 


sown tomany of you, tha: the fourh-’ 


Learn from it this ufeful leffon—in- 
fill on the conftant attendance of 
your members, both in the flate 
aflembly and continéntal congrefs : 
your reprefentation, in the latter, 
1S aS numerous, in a relative pro- 
portion with the other flates, as it 
oughtto be. You have a thirteenth 
part in both houfes ; and you are nor, 
on principles of equality, enutled to 
more, 

It has been objeced, that the pre- 
fident, and two thirds ot the fenate, 
though not of your eleétion, may 
make treaties bind:ng on this fiate. 
Atk thefe objettors—do you wilh to 
have any treaties P They will fay, yes, 
Atk, then, who can be more proper- 
ly trulted with the power of making 
inem, than they to whom the con- 
vention have referred it ? Can the 
ftate legiflatures ? They would con- 
{ult the:r local interefls, Can the 
continental houfe of reprefeniatives ? 
When fixty-five men can keep a fe- 
cre, they may.—Obferve the cauti- 
ous guards which are placed round 
your imerefls, Neither the fenate, 
nor prefident, can make treaties by 
their feparate authority, They mult 
both concur. ‘This is more in your 
favour than the footing on which 
you now ftand. The delegates in 
congrefs of nine fates, without your 
content, can now bid you: by the 
new conitiution, there mull be two 
thirds of the members prefent, and 
aifo the prefident, in whole elettion 
you have a vote. ‘Two thirds are, 
to the whole, nearly as nine to thir- 
teen. If you are not wanting to 
yourfelves, by neglecting to keep up 
the flaie’s compliment of fenators, 
your fituation, with regard to pre- 
venting the controul of your local in- 
terells by the northern fates, wil! be 
betrer under the propoled coniliusion, 
than it is now under the exilling con- 
federation, 

It has been faid, we will have a 
navigation act, and be reflricted ‘v 
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American bottoms; and that high 
freight will be the confequence. We 
certainly ought to have a navigation 
att: and we afluredly ought to give 
a preference, though nota monopo- 
ly, to our own fhipping. 

If this ftate is aan F by a mari- 
time force, to whom can we apply 
for immediate aid ?—To Virgina 
and North Carolina? Before they 
can march by land to our affiflance, 
the country may be over-run. The 
caftern flates, abounding in men and 
in fhips, can fooner relieve us, than 
our next door neighbours, It is 
therefore not only ourduty, but our 
intereft to encourage their fhipping. 
They have fufficient refources, on a 
few months notice, to furnifh tonnage 
enough to carry off ail our exports ; 
and they can afford, and doubtlefs 
will undertake to be your carriers 
on as eafy terms as you now pay for 
freight in foreign bottoms. 

On this fubjeé, let us confider 
what we have gained, and alfo what 
they have loft, by the revolution. 
We have gained a free trade with all 
the world, and confequently a bigher 
price for our commodities. It may 
be faid, and fo have they. But thofe, 
who reply in this manner, ought to 
know, that there is an amazing dif- 
ference in our favour, ‘Their country 
affords no valuable exports : and, of 
courfe, the privilege ofa free trade 
isto them of little value ; while our 
flaple commodity commands a high- 
er price than was ufual before the 
war. We have alfo gained an ex- 
emption from quit-rents, to which 
the eallern flates were not fubjefled, 
Connecticut and Rhode Hland were 
nearly as free, before the revolution, 
as fince. They had no royal gover- 
nors nor councils to controu! them, or 
to legiflate for them. Maifachutetts 
and New Hamplhire were much 
nearer independence, in their late 
conftitutton, then we were. The 
eaitern ftates, by the revolution, have 






F : ppt! 
been deprived of a market for theig we 


filh, of their carrying trade. the... 
t{hip-building, and almoft of a Bee 


thing but their liberties, 
_ Asthe war has turned out fo muc 
in our favour, and fo much again 
them, ought we to grudge the 
the carrying of our produce efpe 
cially when it is confidered, that b 
encouraging their fhipping, we in 
cereafe the means of our own defence 

Let us examine, alfo, the federa 
conilitution, by the principles of re 
ciprocal conceflon, We have laid 
a foundation for a navigation af, JBpilli 
This will be a general good; but Mand 
particularly fo to our northern bre. Mlment 
thren. On the other hand, they have Mvide 
agreed to change the federal rule of fMe(pe: 
paying the continental debt, a. MMfore' 
cording to the value of land, as lid HM Mo! 
down in the confederation, for anew i Our 
principle of apportionment, to te fMbie, 
founded on the numbers of inhah. Mi capt 
tants, in the feveral ftates refpelive. MM wou 
ly. This isan immenfe concellicr fi coal 
in our favour. Their land is poor, gm fae 
our’s rich; their numbers grea; fm peo 
our’s {mall ; labour with them ; fm un! 
done by white men, for whom the I 
pay an equal fhare; while five ofoufJ con 
negroes only count as equal «gm fit 
three of their whites. This wif the 
make a difference of many thoufand fl tel] 
of pounds in fettling our continental py 
accounts, ne 

It is farther objefed, that theyhavemm of 
flipulated for a mght to prohibit the 27 
importation of negroes afier iwenty-f ?0 
one years, On this fubjett, obferve, i '" 
as they are bound to protect us from &' 
domeftic violence, they think wel ™ 
ought not to increafe our expofure— ° 
to that evil, by an unlimited impor- 
tation of flaves. ‘Though congrefs i b 
may forbid the importation of ne-9j 
groes afier twenty-one years, it does fm 1 
not follow that they will, On the @™ 
other hand, it is probable that they @ '? 
will not, The more rice we make, § 
the more bufinefs will be for thei: 


years. 
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Mhipping: their intereft will therefore 
coincide with our’s, Befides, we 
have other fources of fupply—the 
jmportations of the enfuing twenty 
years. added to the natural increate 
f thofe we already have, and the 


» 1 
‘flux from our northern neighbours, 


who are defirous of getting nid of 
their flaves, will afford a fufficient 
number for culuvating all the lands 
jn this flate 

Let us fuppofe the union to be 
jifolved by the rejection of the new 
conflitution ; what would be our 
ale? The united ftates owe feveral 
nillions of dollars to France, Spain, 
and Holland. If an efficient govern- 

ent is not adopted, which will pro- 
vide for the payment of our debt, 
dpecially of that which 1s due to 
foreigners—who will be the lofers ? 
Mott certainly, the fouthern fates. 
Our exports, as being the molt valua- 
bie, would be the firlt objetis of 
capture on the high feas: or defcents 
would be made on our defencelefs 
coalts, ull the creditors of the united 
flates had paid themfelves, at the ex- 
penfe of this weaker part of the 
union. 

Let us alfo compare the prefent 
confederation with the propofed con- 
fimion. The former can nei- 
ther prote&t us at home, nor gain us 
refpect abroad. It cannot fecure the 
payment of our debts, nor command 
the refources of our country, in cafe 
ofdanger. Without money, without 
anavy, or the means of even fup- 
sorting an army of our own citizens 
inthe field, we lie at the mercy of 
every invader, Our fea-port towns 
may be laid under contribution, and 
ourcountry ravaged. 

By the new conflitution, you will 
be protetted, with the force of the 
union, againft domeftic violence and 
foreign invafion. You will havea 


navy to defend your coaft.—The re- 
{pectable figure you will make among 
the nations, will fo far command 


Vot, III, No. V. 


the attention of foreign powers, that 
it is probable you will foon obtain 
fuch commercial treaties, as will 
open to youc veflels the Weit India 
iiands, and give life to your expiring 
commerce, 

In a conrtry like our’s, abounding 
with freemen all of one rank, where 
property is equally diffufed, where 
eflates art held in fee fimple, the 
prets free, and che meats of informa- 
tron common—tyranny cannot rea- 
dily find :dmiflion under any form of 
government: but its admiflion is 
next to impolhble, under one, where 
the peop'e are the fource of all pow- 
er, and e'ett, eicher mediately by their 
reprefentatives, or immediately by 
themfelves, the whole of their rulers. 

Exanine the new conftitution 
with candour and liberality, Ine 
dulge no narrow prejudices to the dif- 
advantage of your brethren of the 
other fia'es ; conlider the people of 
allthe tutrteen flaresy as a band of 
brethrer, fpeaking the fame language, 
profeiling the fame religion, inha- 
biting one undivided country, and 
defigned by heaven to be one peo- 
ple. Confent that what regards all 
the fiates fhould be managed by 
that body which represents all of 
them: be on your guard againit the 
mifreprefeniations of men who are 
involved in debt; fuch may wilh to 
fee the confinution rejeéted, becaufe 
of the following clanfe, ** no flate 
fhall emit bills of credit, make any 
thing, but goldand filver coin, aten- 
der in payment of debts, pafs any ex 
po fatio law, or law impairing the 
oolivation of contratts.”” This will 
doubtkis bear bard ondebtors who 
wifh to defraud their creditors: but it 
will be of real fervice to the honett 
part of the community. Examine 
well the characiers and circumflances 
of men who are averfe to the new 
conilitution, Perhaps you will find 
that the above recited claufe is the 
real ground of the oppolition of fome of 
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them, though they may artfully co- 
ver it with a fplendid profeflion of 
zeal for fiate privileges and general 
liberty. 

On the whole, if the propofed con- 
flitution be not calculated to better 
your country, and to fecure to you 
the bleflings for which you have fo 
fuccefsfuily contended, reject 1: but 
if it be an improvement on the pre- 
fentconfederation, andcontains, wih- 
in itfelf, the principles of farther im- 
provement, fuited to future citcum- 
flances, join the mighty current of 
federalifm, and give it your hearty 
fupport. You were among the firit 
flates that formed an independent 
conflitution ; be not among the laft 
in accepting and ratifying the pro- 
pofed plan of federal government ; it 
rs your fheet anchor; and without it 
independence may prove a curfe, 
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Letter from dr. Rufh, to dr. Ramfay. 
Dear fir, 
Prefume, before this time, you 
have heard, and rejoiced im the 
aufpicious event of the rat:hcation of 
the federal government by fix of the 
united flates. 

* The objeAions, whieh have been 
urged againit the federal conflituti- 
on, from its wanting a_ bill of rights, 
have heen reafoned and ridiculed out 
of credit inevery ftate that has adopt- 
ed it. There can be only two fe- 
curities for |beriy in any govern- 
ment, viz. reprefentation and checks. 
By the firlt, the rights of the people, 
and by the fecond, the rights of repre- 
{entation are eflectually fecured, Eve- 
ry part of a free confiitution hangs 
upon thefe two points ; and thefe form 
the two capital features of the pro- 
pofed conftitution of theunited fates, 
Without them, a volume of rights 
would avail nothing; and with 
them, a declaration of rights is ab- 
furd and unneceffary : for the peo- 


ver} 
ple, where their liberties are com: of : 
mitted to an equal reprefentation oe 
and to a compound legiflature, fuch ri 
as we obferve in the new govern. pene 
ment, will always be the fovereigns wa 
of their rulers, and hold all their a4 
nghtsin their own hands. To hold en 
them at the mercy of their feryants e 


is difgraceful to the dignity of free. oad 


men. Men, who call fora bill of ie 
ngbts, have not recovered from the fent 
habus they acquired under the monar. I jn! 
chical government of Great Britain, — 


** I have the fame opinion with 
the antifederalifts, of the danger of ‘ 
truliing arbitrary power to any fingle 
body of men: but no fuch power I the 


will be committed to our new rulen, hor 
Neither the houfe of reprefentative - 

- ’ nar 
the fenate, or the prefident, co MM tai: 
perform a fingle legiflative ad y HB i. 
themfelves. An hundred principle = 8 
in man will lead them to watch, » r 
check, and to oppofe each othe, ell 
fhould an attempt be made by euhe MB ch, 
of them upon the liberties of th an 


people. If we may judge of the: MR yi 
conduét, by what we have {fo ofter 
obferved in all the flaie-governments, Hii 
the members of the federal legiflature - 
will much oftener injure their confl- a 
tuents, by voting agreeably to therl™ th 
inclinations, than againft them. 












** But are we to confider men en- " 
trufled with power, as the receptacle ar 
of all the depravity of human na an 
ture ? by no means, The peopled wl 
not part with their full proportions yy 
of it. Reafon and revelation both de-M% yj 
ceive us, if they are all wife and vir-H hy 
tuous, Is not hiflory as full of the th 
vices of the people, as it is of the ME yy 
crimes of the less ? what is the pre- , 
fent moral charaéier of the citizens of 2 
the united flates ? I need not de- A 
fcribe it. It proves too plainly, tha 
the people are as much difpofed to 
vice as their rulers; and that nothing 2 


but a vigorous and efficient govern- 
ment can prevent their degenerating 
into favages, or devouring each other 
like beallsof prey. 
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«© A fimple democracy has been 
very aptly compared by mr. Ames, 
of Mallachufetts, to a volcano that 
contained within its bowels the fiery 
materials of its own deftruttion. A 
citizen of one of the cantons of Swit- 
zerland, in the year 1776, refufed in 
my prefence to drink ** the common- 
wealth of America”’ as a toall, and 
gave as areafon for it, ** that a fim- 
ple democracy was the devil’s own 
government. The experience of 
the American flates, under the pre- 
{ent confederation, has, in too many 
inflances, juttihed thefe two ac- 
counts of a fimple popular govern- 
ment. 

“ Jt would have been a truth, if 
mr. Locke had not faid it, that where 


there is no law, there can be no li-- 


berty; and nothing deferves the 
name of law bur that which is cer- 
tain, and univerfal in its operation, 
upon all the members of the coman- 
nity. 

* To look up to a government that 
eflablithes jultice, infures order, 
cherifhes virtue, fecures property, 
and protetts from every {pecies of 
violence, affords a pleafure that can 
only be exceeded by looking up, in 
all circumitances, to an over-ruling 
srovidence. Sucha pleature, I hope, 1s 
E fore us and our poilerity, under 
the influence of the new govera- 
ment, 
© The dimenfions of the human mind 
are apt to be regulated by the extent 
and objetts of the government uncer 
which it is formed, ‘Think then, 
my friend, of the expanfion and dig- 
nity the American mind will acquire, 
by having its powers transferred from 
the contratted objetis of a flate, to the 
more unbounded objeéts of 2 national 
government !—A citizen and a legi!- 
laior of the free and united fates of 
America, will be one of the firlt 
characters in the world, 

** | would not have you fuppofe, 


1 


afier what Lhave written, that I be- 


lieve the new government to be with- 
out faults. Lcan fee them—yet nor 
many of the writings or fpeeches of 
the perfons who are Oppot d to it. 
But who ever faw any-tining perfec 
come from the hand: of man ? it 
real:fes, notwithianding, im a great 
degree, every wth Ll ever entertain- 
ed, in every flage of the vevolurion, 
for the happinefs of my country ; for 
you kaow, that I have acquired no 
new Opinions or principles, upor 
the ful ject of rep iblics. bY the for. 
rowful events we have lately witnef- 
fed in America. Inthe year 1776, I 
loft the confidence of the peosle of 
Penunfylvamia, by Openly « xpoling the 
dangers of a fimple democracy, and 
declaring myfelf an advocate for a go- 
vernment compofed of three levilla- 
tive branches, 
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Addrefs to the people of Maryland, 
rpHe following facts, difcioung the 

conduct of the late convention of 
Maryland, are fubmtied to the feri- 
ous coniideration of the citizens of 
the flate, 

On Monday, the ort of Ay ril, the 
convention met in Annapolis, ard 
elected the honourable Gseorze Plater, 
efq. prelident. On Tuefday, they 
etl sbiithed rules tor the conduft of 
bulinefs; and, an the fame day, the 
following quellhon was propounded to 
the convention: 

** When a motion t« made and fe- 
conded, the matter of the. motion 
{hall receive a determination by the 
guettion, or be pofiponed, by 
ral conient, or the previous quehion, 
before any other motion fhall be re- 
ceived,”’ 

And the follow ing ( 

te k { 


£eie- 
i 
bel 


‘ition, viz. 
rery queltion ihail be entered 
onthe journal: and the veas and nays 
may be called for, by any member, on 
any queflion, and the name of the 
member requiring them, ihall be en- 


) | j 
tered ob (he journal, 


BPP Riper Me P SER Maio eer 0 


— 


AE ag GR eh hen 


Se Hg ai SA CURE A R= 


ete ee ee 




















as 



















ellie ate Scot AE HE iy AB 






Aetna 


420 Addre/s to the people of Maryland. 


Which two queflions, the conven- 
tion determined in the negative. 

On Wednelday, the propofed plan 
of government was read che firil nme, 
aud thereupon it was refolved, ** Phat 
this convention wil not enter into 
any refoluvon upon any particular 
part of the propvied plan of federal 
government for the unwed Rates: but 
thar the whole thereof {hall be read 
through a fecond tme, after which, 
the lubject may be fully debated and 
confidered ; and then ine preficent 
fhall put che queflion, ** Thar this 
convention do aflent to and raufy the 
faine conftiution.’? On which quef- 
tion, the yeas and nays fhall be 
taken, 

On Thurfday, the members who 
were oppoted to the ratihcation of 
thout fuch previ- 
ous amendments could be obrained, 
as they thouche eflentally necellary 
to fecure the hberty and bappinefs of 
the people (being conned by the 


the contlitusron, w 


Jali refolution to conhider mm one view 
the whole of the plan of government) 
flared fome of ‘thew objctuons to 
the coniluution, The convention 
metinthe evening, when mr. Paca, 


member from [larnford, having jult 
taken } eat, role, 2 d informed 
the prelident, that he had wreat ob- 
jeftions to the contiuaunon propof- 
ed, im it prefent form, af ! meant 


to prope ie a Varicty «of amendments, 
not two prevent, but to accempany 
the ranheanon; bui, baving jolt 
arr ved, ne was pot re 


tidy to lay 
them betore the hou 


end req efled 


indulyeace until the morn ng, for 
thar purpe {e. T € proposal he 4 
feconded, and the hor “df they 
woud pr he mence, M was 
gra ted without ac f J ! they 
adsournec for thar rote, On Fri- 
day, at the meetioy of the he ile, 
mr. Pacar fe, and infor ned the pre 

fident, that, in ¢ fegience of the 


peroriibon of the hout 


v 
the preceding evenly, he had pre- 








pared certain amendments, which he 
wouid read m his piace, and then ay 
on the table, when he was interrun:. 
ed, and one member from each « q 
the following counties, viz. Frede. 
ric, Falbot, Charles, Kent, Somer. 
fer, Prince George's, Worcefer 
Queen-Ann’s, Dorchefler, Calver, 
and Caroline, and one member & 

the * cuy of Anaoapohs, and one 
from Baly nore-town, arole mm ther 


5 
that they were 


p ices, and ca clared, tor theme 
and their colleagues, ** 
clected and initrutted by the people 
tiiey reprelented, to ratily the pr 
poled conitirution, and that as free. 
dily as pollible, and to do no other 
act; that after the ratihcats { 


power ceafed, and they did not « 
lider themfelves as authorized 
their conflituents to conhder a 
amendments. After this, mr. Pag 
Wat not permitted even (0 read ? 
amendments. Lhe opponents c 
nued to make their objections to ¢ 
confluution, until Saturday m 
The advocares of the government, al- 
though repeatedly called on, a 
earneltly requelted, to anfwer the ob- 
jethions, if not pail, remained mflex- 
ibly filent, and called for the yuetl). 
on, that “* the convention ailent w 
and ratity the prog fed pian « { tode. 
ral government tor the unrted fais.” 
Which was carned in the afhemanve. 
by tixty-three to ele en, 

The vote of ratihcation having thus 
pated, mr. Paca again rofe, and 
lace before the convention hrs pro po- 
f or amending the confhrutor 


thus adopted, which he had prepared 


* The member from the city of 
Annapolis, did not give it at hes opi 
nom, tf 


at he was not at toery @ 


conlhder ame dment . but fard he had 


confulred his colleague, and (hat 5 


colleague had informed h », the < 


were #7 aiolt arne din 
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by leave of the houfe ; declaring that 

hehad only given fis 4 

o ronment under the firm perivuah- 

» and in full confidence, that fu h 

¢ praceabiy ob- 
i; as to enable the people to 

e happy under she governme: 


imenis would | 


nat ihe propre of the county he 


efented, and that he hrmlelf, would 
jupport ile government w fuch 
amena ine nts it, Witt rut them, v1 
4a man he Mare, ard people, 
would more hrnly oppoled to nr 


shan him lfand thotc he relfenie 


mmeats highl faveurshie to a 
7 

endments were cxpre , 4nd a ge 
' 3) murmur of appr fron teem i 
ware trom all pariseft the houle, 
€ ve of adehre to « lider a 
t Loenmts, enher im their chata ‘ 
a members of convent , of . 
a! Capac ties 48 Cit 4 , ang 
he queflion was put on | following 

Qr P 
Refolved, That a commottee be 
ar” nted to take inte « eratarmn 


ard report to this haw {.. on Nf nday 
» mext, a Grangm of ftuch 


* 
a “nisand alteran as may he 
cellary, in the propoted 
| tor the ued Hates, to 
dedto the . 
r 7 this Mare, if ay 
t a ¢ mii a f. 
‘ | font mr. >. hale, 
, me. J. 1 m1 
, me. J. T. Chafe, 
W. Tilghman, me. Mil : 
P - (, (eal ' ead a 
t tor at 
\ divifon was ca i, ’ 
f st ~~ iherca 
embers for, and nut more than 
apair ! it. 
nd then +t was refolved, “* That 
the ametrd: ts propoted the . 
by jn 4 +. iiart 
ford ty | tim reter 5 tu - 
above commutce, 
Lie committee thus aps ed, toe 


leaf Marviand. 
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dollars : and there may be 
an appeal in al! cafes of revenue, as 
well to matter of factas law; and 
congre{s may give tho {late couris ju- 


mifdittion of revenu es, for fach 
furs, and | h manner, as they may 


think proper. 

5e Phai in all "$s O7 refpafles 

one within the body of a county, 
and within the inferior federal jurif- 
diction, the party injured fhal] be en- 
tiled t6 trial bv jury inthe ftate where 
the injury fhall be committed ; 
and that it be exprefsly declared, 
that the ftate courts, in fuch cafes, 
fhall have concurrent jurifdittion 
with the federai courts; and there 
fhall be no appeal from either, ex- 
cept on matter of law; and that no 
perfon be exempt from fuch jurifdic- 
ion and trial, but ambafladors and 

miniiiers privileged by tbe law of na- 
tions, 

6. That the federal courts fhall not 
be entitled co jurifdiction by httions or 
collufion, 

-. That the federal judges do not 
holdaany other office of profit, or re- 
ceive the profits of any other ofhce 
under congrels, during the time they 
hold their comm fi 
The great objects of thefe amend- 
ments were rit. Lo fecure the trial 
by jury in all cafes, the boalled birth- 
sight of Enghthmen, and their de- 
fcendants, andthe palladium of civil 
hbertv: and to prevent the appeal 
from fact, which not only dettroys 
that irial in civil cafes, bur, by con- 
Aruction, may alfo elude it in crimi- 
nal cafes ; amode of proceeding both 
expentive and burdenfome, and which 
by blending law with fact, will de- 
Hroy all check on the judiciary autho- 
sity, render it alinoit impoffible to 
convict judges of corruption, and 
may lay the foundation of that gia- 
dual and filent attack on individuals, 
by which the approaches of tyranny 
become irreliflible. od. To give a 
concurrent juriidiction to the flate 


c 
af 


, 
Ion, 


courts, in order that congrefs may nop 
be compelled, as they will be under 
the prefent form, to eflablilh inferiog 
federal courts, which, if not numer 
ous, will be meonvemient, and if nue 
merous, very expenfive ; the circum. 
ftances of the people being unequal to 
the increafed txpenfe of double 
courts, and doubis. officers; an ar. 
rangement that will render the law fy 
complicated and Sconfufed, thar few 
men can know how to condutt them. 
felves with fafety to their perfons or 
property, the great and only fecurity 
of freemen. gdly. To give fuch jy. 
nfdiction to the flate courts, tha 
tranfien: foreigners, and perfons from 
other {lates, Committing injuries, in 
this fate, may be amenable to th 
{late whofe laws they violate, and 
whofe citizens theyinjure. gih, To 
prevent an extention of the feder! 
jurifdittion, which may, and in all 
probability will, {wallow up the flue 
jurifdittions, and confequently} {ap 
thofe rnles of defcent and regulations 
of perfonal property, by which men 
hold their eftates; and laftly, to 
cure the iudependence of the federal 
judges, to whom the happinefs of the 
people of this great continent will be 
{o greatly commited by the extenfive 
powers alligned them, 

8. That all warrants without oath, 
or affirmation of a perfon conicienti- 
oufly (crupulous of taking an oath, to 
fearch fufpefled places, or ferze any 
perfon or his property, are grievous 
and oppreflive: and all general war- 
rants to fearch fufpected places, or to 
apprehend any perion fufpecied, with- 
out naming or deferibing the place or 
perfon in fpecial, are dangerous, and 
ourht not to be granted, 

This amendment was confidered 
ind:fpenfable by many of the com- 
mittee ; for congrefs having the power 
of laying excifes, the horror of a free 
people, by which our dwelling houfes, 
thofe caftles confidered fo facred by 
the Englifh law, will be laid open 








ay noe 
under 


feriog 


UME€re 
if nus 
ire uUMe~. 
qual to 
Couble 
an ar. 


| iW {y 


tenfive 


it oath, 
ictentis 
ath, to 
Ze any 
rievous 
il war- 
» OF to 
, with- 
lace or 
is, and 


idered 
> com- 
power 
a free 
10ufes, 
red by 


| once 
ta 


Addrefs to the people of Maryland, 423 


so the infolence and oppreffion of 
office, there could be no conftituti- 
ona! check provided, that would 
prove fo etfeélual a fafeguard to our 
citizens. General warrants, too, the 
great engine by which power may 
deliroy thofe individuals who refilt 
uiurpation, are alfo hereby forbid to 
thofe mag {trates who are to admuni- 
fier the general government. 

g. That no foldier be enlifted for 
a longer time than four years, except 
in time of war, and then only during 
the war. 

10. Lhat foidiers be not quartered 
intrme of peace upon private houfes, 
without the confent of the owners, — 

1s. Fhat no mutiny bill continue 
in force longer than two years. 

Thefe were the only checks that 
could be. obtained againft the unlimit- 
ed power of raifing and regulating 
{landing armies, the natural enemies 
to freedom : and even with thete re- 
firittions, the new congrefs will not 
be under fuch confticutional reftraints 
as the parliament of Great Britain— 
reflraints, which our anceftors have 
bled to eltablifh, and which have hi- 
therto preferved the liberty of their 
polterity. 

12. That the freedom of the prefs 
be inviolably preferved. 

In profecutions in the federal courts 
for libels, the conflitutional preferva- 
tion of this great and fundamental 
night, may prove invaluable. 

13. That the militia fhall not be 
fubject to martial law, except in time 
of war, invafion, or rebellion. 

This provifion to refirain the pow- 
ers of congrels over the militia, al- 
though by no means fo ample as that 
provided by magna charta, and the 
other great fundamenral atid conitita- 
tional laws of Great britain, (it be- 
ing contrary to magna charia, to pu- 
nih a freeman by martial law tn time 
of peace, and murder, to execute 
him) yet it may prove an incfimable 
eheck; for all other provihions in 


favour of the rights of men, would be 
vain and nugatory, if the power of 
{ubjeéting all men, ableto bear arms 
to martial law at any moment, fhould 
remain velled in congrefs. 

Thus far the amendments were agreed 
to. 
The following amendments were 
laid before the committee, and nega- 
tived by a majority. 

1, Thatthe militia, unlefs fele&- 
ed by lot, or voluntarily enlifted, fhall 
not be marched beyond the limits of 
aa adjoining flate, without the cone 
feni of their legiflature or executive. 

2. That the congrefs fhall have no 
power to alter or change the time, 
place, or manner of holding cleétions 
for fenators or reprefentatives, unlefs 
a flate fhall neglett to make regulati- 
ons, or to execute its regulations, or 
fhall be prevented by invafion or re- 
bellion ; in which cafes, only, con- 
grefs may interfere, until the caufe be 
removed, 

3. That in every law of congrefs, 
impofing dirett taxes, the collection 
thereof thall be fufpended for a cer- 
tain reafonable time, therein limited ; 
and on payment of the fum by any 
flate, by the time appointed, fuck 
taxes fhall not be collected. 

4- That no ftanding army fhall be 
kept up in time of peace, unlefs with 
the confent of two thirds of the mea 
bers prefent, of each branch of con- 
grefs. 

5. Thatthe prefident fhall not come 
mand the army in perfon, without the 
confent of congrefs. 

6. That notreary fhall be effectual 
to repeal or abrogate the conflitutions 
or bills of rights of the flates, or any 
part of them, 

7. That no regulation of commerce 
or navigation act, fhall be mad, 


unlefs with the confent of two thirds 
of the members of each branch of con- 
grets. 

8. That no member of congrefs 
fhall be elig:ble to any office of pre 
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fat under congrefs, during the time for 
which he fhali be appoinied, 

g. That congrets thall have no pow- 
erto lay a poll-tax. 

1o. Vhat no perfon conf{cientioufly 
{crupulous of bearing arms in any cafe, 
fhall be compelled perfonally to ferve 
as a foldier. 

11- That there be a refponfible 
council to the prefident. 

12. That there be no national reli- 
gion eftablifhed by law ; but that all 
perfons be equally entitled to protecti- 
on in their religious Lberty. 

13. That all impofts and duties laid 
by congrefs fhall be placed to the cre- 
dit of the fate in which the fame 
fhall be colletted, and be dedutted 
out of fuch ftate’s quota of the com- 
mon or general expentes of govern- 
ment. , 

14. Thatevery man hath a right to 
petition the legiflarure for the redrefs 
of grievances, in a peaceeble and or- 
derly manner. 

15. That it be declared, that all 
perions entrufled with the legiflative 
or executive powers of government, 
are the truftces and fervants of the 
public, and, as fuch, accountable for 
theirconduct, Wherefore, whenever 
the ends of government are perverted, 
and public liberty manifellly endan- 
gered, and all other means of redrefs 
are ineflectual, the people may, and 
of right ought to reform the old, or 
eftablifh a new government : the doc- 
trine of non-refillance againél arbitra- 
ry power and oppretlion, is abfurd 
flavifh, and deflructive of the good 
and happ:nefs of mankind, 

The committee having proceeded 
thus far, all the members who voted 
for the ratilication, declared, that they 
would ergage themfelves under every 
tic of honour, to fupport the amend- 
ments they had agreed to, both in their 
public and private characters, unul 
they fhould become a part of the ge- 
neral government ; but a great majo- 
ity of them infilled on this exprefs 


condition, that none of the Propofiti. 
ons rejetted, or anyothers, fhould be 
laid before the convention for their 
confideraiion, except thofe the com. 
miitee had fo agreed to. 

The gentlemen of the minority 
who had made the propofitions which 
had been rejeéted, reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of accommodating their fenti- 
ments to the majority, through fear of 
obiaining no fecurity whatever for the 
people—-notwithilanding they confi. 
dered all the amendments as higlily 
important to the welfare and happi- 
nefs of the citizens of the flates, yet 
to conciliate, they agreed to confine 
themfelves to the firlt three of thofe 
propofitions,and folemnly declared and 
pledged themfelves, that if thefe were 
added, and fupported by the other 
gentlemen, they would not only ceafe 
to oppofe the government, but give 
all their affiflance to carry it imo 
execution, fo amended. Finally, 
they only required liberty to take the 
fenfe of the convention on the three 
firft propofitions, agreeing that they 
would hold themfelves bound by 
the decifion of a majority of that 
body, 

The firft of thefe obje@ions, con- 
cerning the miluia, they confidered as 
elfential; for to march beyond the li- 
mits of a neighbouring ftate, the ge- 
neral militia, who confilt of fo many 
poor people that can illy be fpared 
from their families and domeftic cons 
cerns, by power of congrefs, who 
could know nothing of their circum- 
flances, without confent of their own 
legiflature or executive, ought to be 
reilrained, 

The fecond objection, refpefting the 
power of congrefs to alter elettions, 
they thought indifpenfable. Montel- 
quieu fays, that the rights of election 
fhould be eftablifhed unalterably by 
fundamental laws, ina free govern- 
ment. 

The third objeftion, concerning 
previous requifition, they conceived 
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highly important ; they thought if the 
money, required by direct taxation, 
could be paid with certainty and in 
due time to congrefs, that every good 
confequence would be fecured to the 
ynion, and the people of the ilate 
thereby relieved from the great in- 
convenience and expenfe of a double 
collection, and a double fet of tax-ga- 
therers; and they might alfo get rid 
of thofe odious taxes by excife and 
oll, without injury to the general go- 
yvernment. 

They were, however, again propof- 
ed and rejected. 

Affirmative—Mr. Paca, mr, John- 
fon, mr. Mercer, mr. J. T. Chafe, 
ar, 9. Chafe. 

Negative—Mr., Lee, mr. Potts, 
mr. Gold{borough, mr. J. Tilghman, 
mr. W. Lilghman, mr. Hanfon, mr. 
G. Gale, mr. M‘Henry. 

Previous to this, a motion was made 
on Monday the eoth, in the conven- 
tion, while the committee were fir- 
ting, in the following words, to wit: 
“ Refolved, that this convention will 
confider of no propofitions for amend- 
ment of the federal government, ex- 
cept fuch as fhall be fubmitted to them 
by the committee of thirteen.” 

The committee being fent for by 
the convention, the gentlemen of the 
majority in committee then determin- 
ed, that they would make no report of 
any amendments whatever, not even 
of thofe which they had almofl u- 
nanimoufly agreed to, and the com- 
mittee, under thofe circumftances, ai- 
tended the houfe. Mr. Paca, as chair- 
man, ftated to the convention what 
had paffed in the committee ; read the 
amendments which had there been 
agreed to; and afligned the reafon 
why no report had been formally 
made. A member then rofe, and pro- 
pofed that a vote of thanks to the 
prefident, which had been once read 
before the attendance of the commit- 
tee, fhould have a fecond reading; 
and upon the fecond reading thereof, 
Vol. III, No, V. 
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the previous queftion was. called for 
by the members who wifhed to con- 
fider the amendments agreed to by 
the committee, and fuch other amend- 
memts as might be propofed. The 
houfe thereupon divided, and the 
yeas and nays were called for by the 
minority ; the fenfe of the convention 
was taken thereon: and a majority 
determined that the yeas and nays 
fhould not be taken, nor would 
they permit the vote to be entered on 
the journal, by which the yeas and 
nays were prohibited : to preclude the 
confideration of any amend:nents, 

‘A motion was then made,’ “ shat 
the convention adjourn without day,” 
on whick the yeas and nays were ta- 
ken, and appeared as follow ; 

AFFIRMATIVE, The hon, 
the prefident, meffrs. Barns, Chilton, 
Sewel, W. ‘Tilghman, Yates, Gran- 
ger, Chefley, Smith, Brown, Turner, 
Stone, Goldfborough, Stevens, G, 
Gale, Waggaman, Stewart, J. Gale, 
Sulivane, Shaw, Gilpin, Flollingf- 
worth, Heron, Evans, O. Sprigg, 
Hall, Diggers, Hanfon, J. Tilgh- 
man, Hollyday, Hemfley. Morris, 
Lee, Pous, Faw, J. Richardfon, Ed- 
mondfon, M‘Henry, Coulter, T, 
Sprigg, Stull, Rawlins, Shryock, 
Cramphin, Thomas, Deakins, Ed. 
wards, 47. 
NEGATIVE, Meffrs. Perkins, 
J. T. Chafe, S. Chafe, Mercer, Wile 
kinfon, Grahame, Parnham, Ridgely, 
Cockey, Cromwe!l, Lloyd, Ham- 
mond, Bowie, Carroll, Seney, Chail- 
lé, Marin, Done, Johnfon, Paca, 
Love, Pinckney, L. Martin, W.Rich- 
ardfon, Driver, and Harrifon. —e7, 

We confider the propofed form of 
national government as very defec- 
tive, and that the liberty and happi- 
nefs of the people will be endangered 
if the fyftem be not greatly changed 
and altered, The amendments agreed 
to by the commitiee, and thofe pro- 
ofed by the minority are now 
hid before you for your confidera- 
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tion, that you may exprefs your fenfe 
as to fuch alterations as you may think 
proper to be made in the new confti- 
tution, 

We remain perfuaded, that the im- 
portance of the alicrations propofed, 
calculated to preferve public liberty, 
by thofe checks on power which 
the experience of ages bas rendered 
veal and to promote the happi- 
nels of the people by a due attention 
t») their eate and convemence, will 
jiftify the fleps we have taken to ob- 
tain them, to our conflituents, and the 
world. 

Having no intereft that can diflin- 
guifh us from the reft of the commu- 
nity, we neither fear cenfure, nor with 
applaufe. Having thus difcharged 
the duty of citizens and truftees of 
the public, we fhall now fubmit to the 
people thofe precamtions and fecuri- 
ties, which, after mature reflexion 
on this momentous fubje@, we deem 
neceflary for their fafety and happi- 
nels, 

May the all-wife and omnipotent 
Being, who made us maflers of a fair 
and fruitful empire, infpire us with 
w fdom and forritude to perpetuate to 

Reritv, that freedom which we re- 
rare ae fathers ! 

illiam Paca 

Samuel Chafe, ] ap gn of 

Joho F, Mercer, = heme 

Jeremiah T, Chafe. omenmrn 


John Love, 

Charles Ridgely, M 
Edward Cockey, bers of 
Nathan Cromwell, ae 
Charles Ridgely, of Wm. { ©°"" 
Luther Martin, Air 
ali Harrifon, — 





William Pinckney, 4 
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Mr. Printer, 
N the addrefs to the people of 
Marviand. there is a miftake, re- 
Jative to the declaration of the mem- 
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ber from the city. His mean; 
was, and he thinks his exprefs me 
were, that upon confulting his col. 
league refpecting amendments to the 
federal government, he was of Opi- 
nion, that ‘he reprefentatives of the 
city were not authoriled to confider 
or agree to amendmenis; and nov 
that the citizens were againf 
the expreflion ufed in the above 
drefs, His colleague obferved’ that 
the matter had never been fubmitted 
to their conftituents, and they hay- 
ing made no exprefs declaration, he 
did not confider the delegation of 
the city at liberty to aft in this par. 
ticular, It may be remembered tha 
this declaration of the member from 
the city, was made at that period, 
when the idea was, that the amend. 
ments agreed to, fhould accompany 
the inftrument of ratification to New- 
York, and not in the latter fiage of 
the bufinefs, when the .dea was 
dropped, and it was propofed to refer 
them to the confideration of the peo- 
ple, from whom, if approved of, they 
were to pafs to congrefs through the 
medium of the legiflature. 
Annapolis, May 7, 1788, 


not, 
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Addre/s to the honourable the members 
of the convention of Virginia.—Af 
cribed to Tench Coxe, ¢/q. 


B* the fpecial delegation of the 
people of your refpeciable com- 
monwealih, yon are fhortly to deters 
mine on the fate of the propofed con- 
ftitution of federal government. Firk 
invited to that important meafure by 
the refolutions of your legiflature, 
from the wifefl confiderations, Ame- 
rica, confiding in the fteadinefs of 
your patriotifm, and feeling that 


new,,weight is daily given to your 
original inducements, doubts not it 
is now to receive your fanétion, But 
before the awful determination which 
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jsto call the American union once 
more into political exiftence, {hall be 
finally taken, permit one of the molt 
re(peciful of your countrymen to tref- 
paisa few minutes on your time and 
patience, 

The qualities of the propofed go- 
vernmenc have been {fo fally explatn- 
ed, and it will receive fuch further 
expofition in your honourable body, 
that i is needlefs to attempt a regu- 
lar difculhion of the fubjett. This pa- 
per thall, therefore, be confined to a 
few particular confiderationsthat have 
been already mentioned by others, or 
which may now be fuggelted for the 
ficlt time. 

It has beenurged, by fome fenfible 
and refpettable men, that your exten- 
five late will not be pioperly repre- 
fented in the’ federal fenaic, Permit 
mz: to remind you, thar, altho’ you 
have but one vote of thirteen in the 

efent union, you will have twelve 
in ninety-one in the new confederacy, 
Sulfer me to obferve, too, that, as 
the united flares are free governments, 
it might not have been very unrea- 
fonable, if the people of Virgima 
could have given only the fare num- 
ber of votes, at ar ciection for federal 
pirpofes, as they can give ata flare 
elettion, If the citizens of Virgima 
find it wife and prudent, that free 
erfons only fhall be taken into con- 
Ederation, in eleéting their flate legif- 
lature, would it appear extraordinary, 
that the citizens of the united ftates 
fhould think the fame rule proper in 
electing the federal reprefentatives ? 
By the prefent arrangemem, you may 
enjoy the weight and power of five 
voies anda half for 168,000 flaves, 
being three fifths of your whole num- 
ber of blacks. Were thefe to be de- 
dufed from the votes of Virginia, 
in the federal houfe of reprefentatives, 
it would leave little more than one 
vote in thirteen, in that houfe, In 
the prefent congrefs, as before obfer- 
ved, and in the propofed fenare, a 
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thirteenth vote is allotted to Virgin; 
Taking the number of free Mpa 
which is the proper rule of reprefen- 
tation in free governments, Virginia 
in the federal reprefeniation, would 
have about as many votes as New 
York, and fewer than Maflachufetts 
or Pennfylvan:a. le will proper 
to confider, too, the effe& of the erece 
tion of Kentucke inio a feparaie itate, 
and of her becoming another mem- 
ber of the new confederacy, When 
that certain event fhail take place, 
Virginia will fail confiderably fthore 
of the proportion of one in fourteen 
of the free white inhabitants of the 
united flates. Impartially confidering 
uns true flate of things, the opinion, 
that Virgima will hold a fhare of the 
powers of the new government, lefs 
than fhe is entuled to, will appear to 
be erroneous. If, on examination 
thefe facts thalk be found to be tated 
with accuracy and candour, and the 
obfervations and reafonings upon 
them fhall appear juft and fair, we 
confidently truft§ your honourable 
houfe will not conkder the propofed 
coniiitution a excepyuonable in that 
particular, 

Objections have been made, by 
fome very refpettable gentleman of 
your flate, to the power of congrefs, 
under the new federal conftitution, 
to regulate trade ** by a bare majorie 
ty.”’ Ina free government, the voice 
of the people, expreffed by the votes 
of a majority, mutt be the rule; oc 
we fhall be left without any certain 
mode to determine what is polit:caliy 
right. To depart from i, is eltablith- 
ing tvranny by law. It would be a 
folemn renunciavon of che forms and 
fubttance of I.berty ; and our attairs, 
on this dangerous principle, mut ra- 
pidly haifen to am ol.garchy—the 
moft dreadful of all goverumenrs, It 
would be in var to fay, we might be 
reflrained by one third, 19 commer- 
cial cafes, and free in ail others, The 
precedent once eltablifhed, ic requires 
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no prophetic gift to forefee where it 
would end. But, independent of the 
violation of this great principle of 
free governments, the objeftion and 
the apprehenfivns arifing from it are 
founded on a mifconception of the true 
nature of affairs in all the flates, The 
landed intereft muft ever poffefs a 
commanding majority in the ftate and 
federal legiflaiures. It was fuppofed 
the objeftion ought to have great 
weight in the five fouthern flates. 
But we do not find it has been even 
mentioned, in the Maryland or Geor- 
gia conventions, the only two of them 
which have yet determined on the con- 
flitution, nor was it noticed in New 
Jerfeyor Delaware, which are the leait 
commercial members of the confede- 
racy. Four of the agricultural flates 
have confidered ths obje€ion and 


thefe fears as unfounded, for they 
have adopted the conititution with 
wy eleven diflentient votes, 


he rejection of the government 
by the flate of Virgima, ‘hould 
eight flaies have previoully adopt- 
ed it, 1s a matter (permit me re- 
fpeGifuily to obferve) the poflible 
confequences of which fhould be 
moft ferioufly confidered. Should a 
ninth flate ratify the conflitution, af- 
ter you have declined to do fo, it 
will become a binding compaét—an 
operative fyflem. The American 
flates would deeply regret a circum- 
flance, that fhould place a mofl re- 
{pettable member of the prefent umi- 
on, and a natural born elder filter, in 
the charafler of an alien: and a late 
and reluttant adoption, not arifing 
aliogether from free choice and nati- 
onal affettion, would exceedingly 
abate that cordial joy, which will 
flow thoughout the land at the ear- 
ly adoption of the pro fed confl- 
tution by your ancient 4 whence 
the firil call to independence was 
boldly given, and whence firil arofe 
this yreat atiempt to cement and in- 
vigorate the union, 





Addrefs to the convention of Virginia, 


The united flates, whatever ha, 
been the caufe of paft events, ‘way 
certainly become a natton of grea: 
refpettability and power, But fuch 
is the effect of our dillratted polities 
and of the feeblenefs of our 
government, that foreign powers o. 
penly declare their uowillin to 
treat with us, while our affairs me. 
main on the prefent footing. How. 
ever Peete or friendly they may 
think our intentions towards 1 
they know we have no conflitunos. 
al powers to execute our own defires, 
even within our own dominion, 
Senators of no inconfideraole repay. 
tion in the Britifh parliament hie 
told the world, they can make » 
fixed arrangements with us, under 
the prefent confederation, The a- 
nillers of France, which nation hy 
lately evinced the continuance of he 
friendth p, by new privileges to o¢ 
trade, declare they cannot proceed » 
the extent of their defires, ince m 
power exilts to treat upon nation 
ground,. [he court’ of Spain, wo 
however they might be influenced by 
a firm and refpetiable unios, wil 
never liften to our demands for the 
navigation of the Miffiffippi, while 
we remain in our prefent unconneti- 
ed fituation, We are no objedt ever 
of refpeft io them, much les of ap 
prebenfion ; and fhould the prefen 
confliution be rejected, they wil 
laugh at all future attempis 
continue or invigorate the union, 
Our minifler, at that court, expetis 
to effeét no arrangements there, wi)- 
out an efficient government being 
firt adopted here. 

It has been objected to the pro- 
pofed federal conflitution, that 
tends to render our country more 
vulnerable, by admitting the further 
importation of flaves. To perfors 
not accuraiely acquainted with the 
whole of the American conftitunons, 
this objection may appear of weigh. 
But when it is canvafled before fe 
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enlightened an aflembly as the con- 
vention of Virginia, the miflake will 
be inftantly difcovered. I: will be re- 
membered that ten of the fates, and 
Virginia among the number, have 
already prohibited the further impor 
tavion LF aves, and that the powers 
of the legiflature of cach flate, even 
after the adoption of the conflituation, 
will not only remain competent to the 
prohib tion of the flave trade, but (f 
they find the meafure wife and fafe) 
to the emancipation of the flaves al- 
ready among us. It may be added fur- 
ther, that the exercife of this power of 
the flate governments, can in no wile 
be controuled or reftrained, by the fe- 
deral legrflature. 

Should the prefent attempt to in- 
fule new vigour into the general go- 
vernment fail of fuccefs, partial con- 
federacies muff at once follow, The 
flares on the Delaware, central in 
their fituation, and (though not 
fuperabundantly rich) perfectly inde- 
pendent in their refources, will find 
themfelves bound together by their po- 
fition on the globe, by a perfeét fim:- 
larity of manners ard interefls, 
by the prefervation of their common 

ace and fafety, and by the innume- 
rable ties of blood and marriage fub- 
filling between them, A frank and 
Lberal concefhion of the tmpoft onthe 
part of Pennfylvamia, will render the 
inducements complete, The fent- 
ments of the flate of Maryland on 
the propofed government, and their 
exifling connexions with Penofylwania 
and Delaware, from cach of which 
they are divided only by an imag)- 
nary line, will turn their inclinations 
that way. Rasher than connett them- 
felves with a fouthern coontry, be- 
tween which and them a great na‘u- 
ral boundary is interpofed, ard 
which is rendered wulrerable, by 
two hundred and eighty thoufand 
faves, they will find wt prudent, a» 
well as agrecable, to jorn their 


merthern weighbours. Sbould Penn- 


fylvania offer to a ize the 

rts of Maryland, y opetnirg to 
er the extenfive navigation of the 
Sufquehanna, whofe various branches 
water many milliens of acres of fer- 
tile lands, prudence and imeref will 
powerfully perfuade Maryland to 
jorrthe middle confederacy. Should 
tne views and pofinions of this central 
and confolidated connexion be liberal 
and jufl, acceflions of very contide- 
table importance may be hoped for 
from the northern and fourhern fates. 
What particular benehis then can 
Virgima reafonably expect from that 
d:ffolution of the confederacy, which 
muft follow the rejection of the pre- 
poled plan ? 

The various parts of the North 
American continent are formed bv 
nature for the moll intunate umon. 
The facilities of our mavigation 
render the communication between 
the ports of Georgia and New 
Hamfhire, infiniely more expedin 
ous and pratticable, than between 
thofe of Provence and Picardy, in 
France ; Cornwall and Caithnefs, in 
Great Britain ; of Galicsa and Cata- 
lonia, in Spain. The canabk, pro- 
pofed at South-key, Sufquehaona, 
and Delaware, will open a comm 
mication from the Carolimas to ¢} 
wellern counties of Peanfylvania and 
New York. The improvements of the 
Potowmac will give a paflage from 
tholfe feuwhern flates to the weflern 
parts of Virginia, Maryland, Penn 
{vivanw, and even to the take. 
The canals of Delaware and (€ hela- 

ak will open the comamarcation 
rom South ( arolina to New Jericy, 
Delaware, the moft populous parts 
ot Penafyiva ta, and the mdiand 


coortes of New York, Thefa m- 
portant works might be cifected for 
two hundred thouland ¢ cat, and 
America would thereby be converre j 


imo a chufier of large acd fertile: 
land, eaftiy communicarr v with 
each other, without expenfe, and, in 
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many inflances, without the un- 
certainty or dangers of the fea, The 
voice of nature therefore directs us 
to be affettionate aflociates in peace, 
and firm fupporers in war, As we 
cannot m:fiake her injunttions, to 
difobey them would be criminal. 
The diflrafted fate of our affairs 
has exceedingly retarded population 
and manufactures, and interrupied 
the influx of knowledge and riches. 
Ar the reiurn of peace, the Eu- 
ropean world viewed America with 
the tender and refpeciful admiration 
of a lover to his miftrefs, Their 
peafantry and manufafturers, their 
merchams and philofophers, were 
feized with an irrefiltible defire to 
vific our fhores, and many of them 
looked towards this country as ano- 
ther land of promife, to fpend the 
remainder of their days. What has 
revented their realifing thefe. fond 
ideas ? The infecurity of property, 
the breach or fufpenfion of public and 


rivate obligations, paper tenders, 
fafatreBions againft fate govern- 
ments of our own choice, contenti- 
ons among the flates, and a total 
difregard of the moft falutary and 
jult demands of the general govera- 
ment. Lhey knew us to be a peo- 


le capable of great exertions. 
They faw we poflefled a country re- 
plete with the means of private hap- 
pinefs and national importance, but 
they faw too that thefe ineflimable 
properties of the Americans and their 
dominions were not brought into 
any ule, from} the defeéts of our po- 
litical arrangements, and the enor- 
mous abufes in our adminiflration. 
Their beloved millrefs having fallen 
from the heights of viriue, and be- 
come a wanton they turned from 
her with difgult and bitternefs, Ye 
friends of religion and moraliy ! Ye 
lovers of liberty and mankind! will 
ye not feize this opportunity prof- 
fered you by the bounty of meg 
and fave your country from ¢on- 
tempt and wretchednefs ? 
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The voice of the people, f 
moft noble posts My cee 
the voice of God, Before the ray. 
fication of the new goveromen by 
the flate of Maryland, the conflity 
ents of the conventions, which ha 
then adopied it, were a Majority , 
the free people of the united fates, 

lewing us as One nation, the cop. 
ftitution had then received the {. 
lemn authoritative fanciion of 
people, But as Maryland has ate 
added her number, and as it js nex 
to certain that the adoption of Soyih 
Carolina will take place before i 
rifling of your honourable houfe, yoy 
wul view «ae conititution as rath. 
ed by nearly two thirds of the union, 
After that event, you will find, to, 
that of eight conventions, which 
have determined on it, all have g. 
ven it their approbation, and amon 
them, two, containing larger nus. 
bers of free citizens than any three thy 
are yet to decide. Rhode Ifland, we 
know, has rejecied the government 
in an eat way ; but we cannot 
injure you, even for a moment, by 
fuppofing that their principles and 
condutt could ever have infiauated 
themfelves into your minds, We 
trult you will concur with us in 
thinking, that asthe confide. ate ap- 
prepares of the wife and good isa 

ir argument in favour of a public 
meafure, fo is its deliberate rejettion 
by the weak and wicked. 

The capacities of fome parts of 
America are admirably adapted to 
fupply the wants of others, New 
England, deftitute of iron, and de- 
ficient in grain, can be plentifully 
fupplied with both by the middle 
flares. Pofleffed of the fitheries, and 
trongly inclined to  fhip-building 
and navigation, fhe can be furnilh- 
ed with the choicelt timber from the 
Carolinas and Georgia. The fouth- 
ern flates, fo interfetted by great 
waters, as to lie expofed to the de- 
redations of the moft contemptible 
ects, and crouded with a danger+ 
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hus fpecies Of population, when pro- 
. mre thall be made, and 
yecafion fhall require, can rely on 
he moft ufeful and friendly aid 
com the north, ‘he future wars 
mong the naval powers of Europe 
ill probably be general. When 
he houfe of Bourbon, fhall contend 
uh Great Britain for the domin- 
on of the occan, Holland, Sweden, 
Denmark aud Poriugal, wili feldom 
unconcerned {pectaors. The 
ofperny of agriculture im the 
uthern liates, in the event of a ge- 
eral war 'n Europe, will depend on 
Rihe fhipping of the midale and eaft- 
u flates; for the belligerent pow- 
rs will navigate under a very high 
furance, and their fh:ps will more- 
wer be a precarious dependence, 
from the imnumerable accidents of 
war. It may be faid, the fouthern 
flaes will nave fhipping of their 
own, of whichthere can be no doubt, 
fo far as the flate of commerce may 
render them profitable in time of 
peace ; but the fudden and vigorons 
exertions of the flates inhabited by 
free whites, can alone furmfh an im- 
mediate fupply for the retiring vef- 
fels of the se Amal foreigners. 
Were we to fuppofe for a moment 
thar Virgina had rejetied the pro- 
pofed conflitution, and that Geor- 
gia, South Carolina, and Maryland 
were members of the new confede- 
racy, the agricultural interefls of Vir- 
gima would be exceedingly injured, 
The fupp!ies oftobacco, furs, wheat 
flour, cotton, corn, naval flores and 
umber, reqinred for the confumpti- 
on, manufattures, and fhips of the 
new union, would doubtlefs be taken 
from the flates that fhould belong to 
it, while the interfering produce of 
Virginia probably wou!d not be ad- 
mitted ; or, if admitted, would be li- 
able to the foreign impoft of five per 
cent. Every hundred of het tobacco 
would pay one fourth of a dollar in 
Bofton, New York or Philadelphia, 
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every barrel of her flour one fifth of 
a dollar, every hundred weight of 
her cotton a dollar and two thirds, 
every bufhel of her wheat, above two 
pence flerling; a tax greatly fupe- 
rior in value to the revenue impofed, 
under her prefent laws, on the ex- 
portation of her own produce. Be- 
tides this, the expenfe of maintain- 
ing a feparate eflablifhment in go- 
vernment at home and abroad would 
come heavily on Virginia and thofe 
fiates that might join a {mall con- 
federacy, This exnenfe, we may 
atmoft venture to affirm, would be 
infupportable, efpecially when we 
contider the prefent flare of money 
matters in every part of America. 
Should Virginia entertain the idea 
of a {mall confederacy, would it 
not be wife to confider, who would 
probably unite in tt, and upon what 
terms? From the debates in the 
Connecticut and {faffachufetts con- 
ven'ions, as_well as the difpofitions 
and habs of thofe genuine republi- 
cans, isit probable that they would 
confent to give you a fhare of pow- 
er, greater than your proportion 
of free white inhabitants ? or 
is it probable, that your neareft 
neighbour, North Carolina, would 
confert to it, without your paying 
into the common treafury the neat 
proceeds of all duties on imports 
and exports, a great part of which 
is raifed on their confumption of 
foreign articles, and the produce 
of their farms? Jt would now be in 
vain, fhould New York refufe a 
fhare of her impoft to Connefticut 
and New Jerfey, or Pennfylvania a 
fhare of hersto New Jerfey and De- 
laware; or Virginia a fhare of herg 
to North Carolina. It is an idea as 
jufl, as it is generous and liberal, 
that the impofts of the united flates 
fhould go into a common treafury, 
belonging to all who pay them, b 
being the confumers : and if Nort 
Carolina has a clear conception of her 
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moft evident interefts, fhe mull make 
this article a fine qua non tn any 
compa@ that may be propofed to her 
by your flate, 

It will be urged, perhaps, that 
property fhould be reprefented, and 
that though Virginia has only 252,000 
free inhabitants, your reprefentauion 
fhould fiill be greater than that 
of Maflachufetts and Pennfylvama, 
becaufe you are richer, But furely 
this argument will not be urged by 
the friends of equal liberty among 
the people. It will not be openly ob- 
jefted againft the propofed conltitu- 
tian, that it fecures the equal liberties 
of the poor, But fuppofe for a mo- 


ment, a claim for a reprefentation of 


property were admifflable before an 
aflembly of the free and 7 citi- 
zens of America, will not Virginia 
enjoy the advantage of two votes 
more in the federal government than 
either Maffachufetts or Pennfylvania, 
though each of thofe fates has 
108,000 free.citizens more than yours ? 
If we were reprefenied by that only 
tule of republics, for your ten repre- 
fentatives, Maffachufetts would have 
more than fourteen, and Pennfylva- 
niathe fame number, while both of 
them are limited to eight. Here then 
we fee the balance of property, faid 
to be in favour of Virginia, has pro- 
cured her three fourths as much extra 
power, as the lives, liberties, and pro- 
perty of all the people of Maffachu- 
fetts or Pennfylvania. Power has 
been given to your ftate with no f{pa- 
ring hand. You (fuffer me refpect- 
fully to fay fo) of all the members 
of the union, appear to have the leaft 
caufe of complaint. Permit me to 
remind you of the objeétions made 


on this gone by mr. Martin, of 


Maryland, The oppofition there af- 
ferted that the great ftates had too 
large a fhare of power ; and you have 
the moft of all. The fame fentiments 
were urged in the Conneéticut con- 
vention, Js it probable then that an 
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allotment of power more favoura 
to you would be made by a new = 
vention ? I fubmit to your candour 
whether you ought to afk a greater 
fhare. A _comparifon, in point of 
wealth and refources, between your 
flare and any other, is a matter ] 
with to touch with delicacy. I mean 
not to offend, but you would defpié 
a freeman, that would decline the de. 
cent expreflion of his thoughts on { 
momentous an occafion. I woul 
fubmit to you, whether the energy of 
250,000 whites tin a fouthern cl. 
mate, furrounded by more than a 
many flaves, can be, or rather is j 
equal. to that of the fame number it 
a northern climate ? Whether twoor 
three negroes in Virginia will be 
found equal to one yeoman or many 
fa€turer of Pennfylvania or Mafe 
chufetts P Whether the fhips, mer. 
cantile capitals, houfes and monied 
corporations of Philadelphia, with 
her growing manufactures and con- 
nexions in foreign commerce, may 
not be placed in the fcale againft the 
balance of wealth you may be 
thought to poffefs, when Kentucke 
fhall become an independent member 
of the American union ? 

But, gentlemen, it will be impro- 

r totref{pafs longer on your a 
ble time, Lnced as it is to the moh 
important concerns of V irginia,— 
America,—and mankind. Let me in- 
treat.you only to bear in mind the 
wide difference that exifls in the opi- 
nions and views of thofe who oppofe 
the new conftitution, You will find 
they differ as much from each other, 
as they diffent from the friends of the 
plan. Were there no other people in 
America but the oppofers of the pro- 
pofed government, it will appear, on 
a fair ftatement of their various views 
and objeétions, that any conftitution 
which could be formed on the princi- 
ples of thofe in fome ftates, would meet 
with as much difapprobation by thofe 
in others, as they have deemed it nt 
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eeflary to fhow to the propofitions of 
the federal convenuon, Confider 
then, in the event of your rejetiion 

in what a cond tion we thall be left 
=inio what a fi uation we may be 
thrown ! chirteen jarring fovereign- 
ties—two or three contending confe- 
deracies—or a feeble un:ion—will be 
the miferabie and hopelefs alterna- 
tives, The meafure of foreiyn con- 
tempt will be filled up, Intul wil 
naturally follow, and then :njurres 
abroad—while the certain dangers to 
liberty, property, and peace, at home, 
wil fink every American, however 
firm, nto defpondency, or drive him 
to defpair. But this will be too much. 
—The convention of Virginia will 
never be inftrumental in bringing 
fuch evils on the united flates, No.—~ 
We will confidently hope that thofe 
among you, who do not altogether 
approve the propofed governmenr, 
will yet concur in the meafure, to 
fave their country from anarchy and 
ruin, They w Il remember the pro- 
vifion to obtan amendments, and 
will recolle€ that the power will con- 
tinue with the people at large in all 
time totome. May 21, 1788. 
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Remarks on the condu@l of Spain. with 
re/pe to the navigation of the 
river Mifi fippi. 

COMPANY of about forty 
perfons fer «ff early laft fum- 
met from Augulta, for the Natchez: 
they went through the Creeks’ towns, 
who not knowing who they were, nor 
their bufinefs, fulf-red then to pals 

without moleltaccon ; but foon fent a 

party after them, to cut them off: 

happily our people had got ino tne 
plains, on the wellern ude of the 
mountains, before the Indian party 
could come up wih them ; d fap- 
oinred in their expeftations of way- 
laving them in the defiles, they dropt 
the purfurr. 

Vol, Ill No. V. 
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On their arrival at the Natchez, 
they found the garrifon of the fort 
to conhiit only of a captain’s com- 
mang, atout fofiy men, The lieus 
tenaut governor was rather alarmed 
at their vifit, and in a fhor tme a 
reinforcement of three hundred re- 
gulars came up. The firlt uneafinefs 
of the commandani having fubtided, 
our people were treated wih polue 
nefs, but not fi.fhkred to dv any bufi- 
nets with the mbhabitants, efpecially 
in the land way, 

By what could be learned from 


‘the lieutenant governor, they had 


no prohibuion from the court of 
Spa n, to deliver up the fort and the 
territory on the Milhflipp:, down to 
the g2° north Jatitude ; but at the 
fame time, they had received no or- 
ders for complying with chat part of 
the laff general treaty of peace. 

The commandant, by way of con- 
verfation, aflured our people, that 
if che miniftry of Spain knew as 
well as he dd, the value of that molt 
fertile country, they would never 
give i up unul driven from it by 
a fuperior force: a fp rited American 
gentleman replied to him,** « would 
be a very impolitical flep; foe 
fhould the united flates be compel- 
led to be at the expenfe of fending 
an army to p ffets themfelves of the 
Narchez (‘heir undoubred right) he 
could not expect the Americans would 
flop at the q2° latitude ; that no- 
thing hort of all Welt Florida, down 
to the very mouth of the M thilipp:, 
would fatisfy them for the unnecef- 
fary expente they would have been 
pat to, by the noncompliance of 
Spain with the treaty.” 

Tne Spaniards claim all the terri« 
tory lying well of the Apalachian 
mounta'ns, as far up as the mouth 
of the Ono, comprehending the back 
parts of Georgia, South- Carolina, 
North-Carolina, and part of Virgi- 
nia : the very fame claim as that of 
the French, when in pofetfion of Ca- 
EF 
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nada and Louifiana, and which was 
the caufe of the war in 1755. 

The abfurdity of thefe pretenfions 
is fo evident, that the Spanith go- 
vernment will never attempt to af- 
fert them. However, we ought to 
lofe no time in infilling on a defini- 
tive anfwer from his moft catho- 
lic majelly, on the evacuation of fort 
Natchez, and the ceflion of the terri- 
tory, down to the gt° nortlr lati- 
tude, agreeable to the tenor of the 
lalt treaty of peace: on a refufal 
from Spain, congrefs’s ultimatum 
fhould be notified by our minifter, 
containing a pohitive declaration, that 
we will do that juftice to ourfelves 
which is denied us by them, No dan- 
ger can arife from fuch {pirited mea- 
{ures ; for the weaknefs of the Spa- 
niards, both in Florida and Louifta- 
na, will not permit them to enter in- 
to ao unjult contention, which would 
endanger even their rich empire of 
Mexico; and the more fo, as they 
have a formidable inteftine enemy in 
all the natives of South America, 
who mott undoubtedly would not 
lofe the favourable opportunity of 
hollilities between Spain and Ameri- 
ca, in Louifiana, to contend for, and 
wrefi that independency from Old 
Spain which they have been ftrug- 
gling for, many years, Befides, Spain 
could expeft no afliidance from other 
powers; as France, England, and 
Hol! !aad, are guarantees of ife treaty, 
an infringement of which, by Spain, 
would be the motive of the rupture. 

Should Spain, deaf to all thefe 
confiderations, be fo blind to her 
own interelt, at ko force us, in de- 
fence of our own, to take up arms 
ayainit her, itis mm the natural order 
ot things to prefume, that the event 
would prove the ruin of the Spanith 
monarchy, and raife the glory and 
profperity of the united fates, As 
it would degrade us in the eyes of 
Europe, to commence hollilities on 
Spain without any juft caufle, fo it 
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would equally refle& the greateft dif. 
honour on us, to tamely fubmit w 
this breach of faith from the Spa- 
niards, 

A war with Spain, to which we 
may be compelled, in vindication of 
our rights, mult be of great advan. 
tage to America. In lieu, as im the 
lait conieft, of fighting in our own 
country, where we had to fupply the 
enemy’s armies, as well as our o 
we could make the rich Spanith fe. 
tlements the theatre of hoftilities; 
our armies would be fupplied with 
their provifions, and paid out of 
their gold and filver. Two thoufand 
brave Americans, under experienced 
officers, animated with refentmen 
againft thofe troublefome neigh 
and having in objeét the conquef 
the richelt country in the world, 
would complete, in a few weeks, from 
their arrival at the Natchez, the re 
duétion of Welt Florida and Louifi 
ana, in fpite of all the Spanifh effort 
to refift us. Another army of about 
the fame number of men, leaving 
the firft conquerors to defend their 
new acquilitions at the expenfe of 
the fame, would carry the war into 
the very heart of Mexico, An ex- 
pedition of this confequence would 
coft litle or nothing to the united 
flates, and would infure to us, for 
ever, the free and undifturbed navi- 
gation of the Mifhiffippi, as, by the 
fituation of the country, five hundred 
men can, at all times, be maflers of 
this river, provided they are in poffef- 
fion of the upper parts of it, from 
which all fupplies muft come, and 
where innumerable fleets might be 
conftrudted. 

The greateft objefion that may 
be offered to our fuccefs, is the defi- 
ciency of a navy to protect our trade, 
and guard our coafts againft the ene- 
my’s enterprizes. We need no fleet 
for the conquelt propofed, nor to pro- 
te& them: befides, we have a right 
to expe affiftance from England and 
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Holland, agteeable to the treaty ; 
and France undoubtedly would keep 
qa neutrality. Every power of Eu- 
rope muft be fenfible how much it 
would be to their advantage, that we 
fhould be in poffeflion of the gulph 
of Mexico. Spain will fuffer no na- 
tion to trade in that rich country ; 
but becoming part of the united 
fates, all the trading nations would 
be indifcriminately admitted ; there- 
fore it would be their intereft to help 
us with a navy againit Spain : and 
fhould it be required,*we would be 


able to pay the expenfes with Spa-. 


nith gold, Whatever fleps the mari- 
time powers may take towards us, it is 
a fact, that the American feas would 
be covered, on a rup'ure with Spain, 
with {warms of privateers from all 
nations, under the colours of the 
united flates. 

Our fettlements on the weftern 
waters are increafing in ftrength dai- 
ly ; near 100 miles on Cumberland 
river are now fettled ; and emigrants 
from the Carolinas and Virginia, 
are conftantly travelling to Kentuc- 
ke and Cumberland. Thofe two fet- 
tlements, alone, fupplied with boats 
and ammunition, could mufter, even 
now, a force fufficient to make the 
conqueft of Florida and Louifiana ; 
and thoufands of volunteers would 
fun to arms, and would be zealous 
to joid in fo promifing an expedition, 

Should Spain comply fully with 
the treaty, and only mfift on fome 
reftriGtion as to the navigation of the 
Mifliflippi, it would perhaps be more 
political to poftpone toa more re- 
mote time, all thoughts of conqueft. 


FABIUS., 
Charlefion, April 6, 1786. 


Circular letter direéled to the differs 
ent courts in the weflern ccuntry. 


Kentucke, Danville, March 29, 1787, 


Gentlemen, 

Refpetiable number of the in- 

habitants of this diftrift hav- 
ing met at this place, being greatly 
alarmed at the late procedure of con- 
grefs, in propofing to cede to the 
Spanifh court, the navigation of the 
Miiliffippi river, for 25 or 30 years, 
have direfled us to addrefs the inha- 
bitants on the wellern waters, and 
inform them of the meafures which 
it is propofed for this difiriét to 
adopt. 

The inhabitants of the feveral 
counties in this diftriét, will be re- 
quefted to eleét five members in each 
county, to meet at Danville, on the 
firft Monday in May, to take up the 
confideration of this project of con- 
grefs ; to prepare a fpirited, but de- 
cent remontirance againfl the ceflion ; 
to appoint a committee of corre{pon- 
dence, to communicate with one al- 
ready eflablifhed on the Monongaha- 
la, orany other that may be confi- 
tuted ; to appoint delegates to meet 
reprefentatives from the feveral dif- 
tritts on the weltern waters tn 
convention, ihould a convention be 
deemed neceflary ; and to adopt fuch 
other meafures, as fhall be molt con- 
ducive to our happineis. As we con- 
ceive that all che inhabitauis refiding 
on the wellern waters, are equally 
affefied by this parnal condutt of 
congrefs, we doubt not but they will 
readily approve of our conduét, and 
chearfully adopt a fimilar fyfem, to 
prevent a meafure which tends to al- 
moft a total deftruttion of the wef- 
tern country, This isa fubject that 
requires no comment—the injuilice of 
the meafure is glaring—and as. the 
inhabitants of this dutrict wifh to 
unite their efforts, to oppofe the cef- 
fion of the navigation of the Miffiffip- 
pi, with thofe oftheir brethren refiding 
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on the weflern waters, we hope to 
fee fuch an exertion mad: ,up v this 
imp  rtant occahen, as may conv nce 
congreis, that the wnhabitants of the 
wellern couniry are united in the op- 
pohiwn, ang confider themfelves en- 
titled to ailthe pr vileges of freemen, 
and thofe bletlings fang by the 
revolution ; avo w ll not tamely fub- 
mit to anati of opprfhon, which 
would tend to a depr vaiion of opr 
juft rights and privileges. 
Ve are, gentiemen, with refpeft, 
your mofl chediens fervants 
GEORGE MUTER, 
HARRY INNES, 
. BROWN, 
EN]. SEBASTION, 


—-€e @— 


Letter from captain John Sullivan, 
late cf th continental army. to the 


Spon: minifter at New York. 


State of Georgia. frowtier of the 
Crech naiton, March 1, 1787. 


May it peafe your excellency, 
AVI NG wa'ted thus far, in ex- 
petianen of permilhon to jon 

the Spamfh troops n SouthAmerica, 
—and having expreffed to your ex- 
ceilincy an ardent gnclnation to ob- 
tain the ~cre honour of ferving in 
any Spamifh regyment, as a volunteer, 
—whih requifinons as they were 
noi complies wih in due time, I 
beg leave te decline the accepance 
of any rank or degree in the fervice 
of his catholic majefiy, 

The anna's of hiflory moft have 
informed your excellency, that many 
nations have had aburdan: reafon'o 
deplore the impol.cy of thefe whom 
they had invelled wih the powers of 
government, in flighting the prof. 
fered fervices of men (however young 
like myfelf) whofe bent, Mudy, and 
inclination naturally led 10 tactical 
purfuits, snd to war; and who af- 
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terwards arrived tothe b-gheft pine 
nacle of military eminence ane Blo. 
ry, at the woful expcrieme of fuck 
countries and flates, as had rejetied 
thote early oveiures of fesvice jn 
their armies. Not to talk of the 
Acharan leazuc, of the Athenian 
Spartan, or Theban flory, modern 
hiliory .s replece with fuch proofs ; 
and your excellency cannot bu: reco}. 
lec, (however inapplicadle, perhaps, 
the inflances may hereafter prove, 
a young and infignificant told er of 
forwune) what France has fuffered 
from arejecied Eugene ; and tha 
Saxe, whofe fervices had been re. 
fufed by an Englhth court, afier. 
waids fertilzed the plains of the 
Netherla: ds with the blood and ca. 
cafes of Maughtered Britons, 

But to the point, 

Being a foldver of fortune, a: 1 
profei.—and having flud:ed, frog 
my infancy, the ference of arm — 
rai cal war is now my purfon,a 
a profeflion moh congenial with my 
rinciples and difpohtion : and thew 
fais of Americans, ofhcers «nm the 
Jate army, pant for an opporiunuy 
to ferve this country. The banks of 
the Oh-o and the Miflifipo: are ac- 
tually alive wih the frill American 
charatters of ths flamp : aud called 
upon from thence, by my hero 
brethren of the army, honour, vit 
tue, ana the b a+ of an anc entinter- 
courfe and former hab ts, incline me 
to aflhArhem. From the Natchez to 
the Koafkahkies—from Pi ifburg to 
St. Mary’s river—ihey are prepared 
'O pour forth, with the grearcll cale, 
hifty thoufand veterans mp arms, ia 
defence of thew commercial rights 
thraughour she navigable newer of 
the fouthern paris of ths empre. 
The grain 1s actually germinat ng, 
fown by the pride, avarice, ond fol- 
ly ef a cerian power, which the 
pure air of liberty, working at the 
rot, andthe laws of nature, fupe- 
rior to the narrow policy of any fo- 
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reign court, muft finally and very 
ed ly cafe wo a boll of myrm- 
goms——the Caildren of Enachim—the 
fons of the earth— rrefitlable um ches 
lund, at leall by amy force thar may 
ebfruct ther pretenhons, of alll 
wen. , 
The important drama, may it 
pleale your excellency, 19 ROW ap- 
proaching—a new drama, in whih 
Seal ans of che well are to ap 
run the miluary budkin: ava | 
yn invited to att as a characier 
of fome confequence among ther. 
Time will fhow how decilively my 
part fhall be performed, Of ths I 
am fure, that I thallex bt, to mm 
yrmof, the part of a folder, A very 
inconhiderable te awit call forth 
to tral the mighty enerey of he Oui 
and Mithflipps: and incdenis and 
evens are gradualiv ireming imo 
borth, which w I! fheorely « pen 4 ipeci- 
ous held fora danng [yp mi wo eelioen. 
May it pleafe your exceliency 
the flares of Georga, Franklin, and 
Kentucke, confederared—the coun- 
res of Bourbon, &e. on ine Nat- 
cher—the feulements on Cumber- 
lod, Kafkalk es, ard the VM -balh— 
and the governments of Pu fburg, 
W ef moreland, &e .—ahound with 
the feeds of war. Nor will any obd- 
frotions, from New Orleans to the 
Blarfe, smpede the overwhelmng 
andar on, preparing to pour dewn 
along the waters of che Ciiihidhipp., 
inte the hay of Mexico. The tor- 
rene will be urrehA ble; the crop 
actually im the ground; the har-eft 
» ready for the hook, and the hook 
for the harvefl ; she reaper has m- 
troduced bis fickle; combullrbles 
are lad amto aple: nay, the very 
beard 1s already apphed, and ihe fice 
only requires to be fanned. ‘I he per- 
mi ‘hon of congref will not be tole 
card on the occaher. In congre's 
thes people are not teprefeoied. | am 
cow on my way to the weflern 


yaiess, where people, too long con- 
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fined to unnatural boundaries, are 
reads te float wih the current we the 
M thihyp: unto the fea; and, with vw 
rebitibie ertuption and mpc uehiy to 
burll ower ewery art bh cal barre and 
mound, wheh may obllruct ther 
free pallige rote he mcan,. ihe 
Ameri ans are amph: deus eqcmals. 
oI hey cannot be cor h ed ww he lar d 
alone. Tillage and comperce are 
theirelemens. Berhl or nesner, will 
thes enjoy. Both tacy will have, of 
pers 
1 have the henowr to remy , wah 
the wtawell deference, your eave. en 
cy’s motl abed em and mot humble 
icrvam, 
JOHN SU LIVAN, 
weC pan gh reg. 


Ame. Li. bd: sperma, 


P, Ss. In the alternative of prace 
oe war, | theil ewer enter an the 
higheit refpoer for «our exceilency : 
and fhou!d be happy m the conmu- 
buat e of a cand a corecipoede nee, 

To his egceisency the Spancth 

mm miller, at New York, 


a See 


Letter from the writer of the fare. 
gormg. to ats eucelliency Thomas 
Pincheey. c/¢. governor af the 
fate of Sata Careline, 


S:arr of Crergia Flint ricer, 
Sremeur Jf the Sean’ deming- 
cas, Dee. 87, 1757. 


May it pleale your excel! cnc 
I Deo myfeil che hon vet of addeet. 
fing your excellency, in purlu- 
ance to 8 Communication whe h has 
been made te me th + dav. by a aif 
tinguthed officer, from ihe wellera 
water, as mocha ther congrets 
hare been p sted wo diiparch de 
c:five orders to the comaneader in 
choef of the commensal on gs Of 
the Ub>bw, i the capre!s Tal pose af 
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arrefting my perfon—and being af- 
fured that fimilar inftru¢tions were 
tran{mitted by that hon, body to 
the executive ef South Carolina. 
My ignorance of any caufe from 
which a mandate of this nature 
could arife, or on what legal grounds 
fuch an extraordinary procedure can 
polhbly be adopted, mduces me to 
folicit, from your excellency, ofh- 
cial information of the authenticity 
of his intelligence, | have too ex- 
alted a fenfe of the wifdom and pa- 
triotic principles of molt of the fede- 
ral deputies, to harbour an idea, that 
my late confidential letter to the mi- 
nifter of Spain, fhould have operat- 
ed in this inftance—from a folid con- 
viétion, that there exilts no flatuted 
or implied coercive power in any of 
the flate executives, much lels in con- 
grefs, legally authorizing them to 


controul that noble prerogative a ci- 
tizen of America poffeffes—the pre- 
rogative of unfolding his private po- 


litical opinions to the world at large, 
to fovereigns even, and to flates, but 
with far lefs ceremony to the mere 
seprefentative of any tranfatlantic 
monarch. 

Your excellency muft be perfeéily 
informed, that the conflitution of 
ihis land confers on every freeman 
the glorious privilege of addrefiing 
kings ; and when it is confidered, 
that the freemen of all common- 
wealths are actual kings themfelves, 
T am led to believe, that the private 
fentiments, which were imparted in 
a confidential letter to the minifter 
of Spain, cannot, in confonance to 
any eftablifhed rule of law, be 
brought under the charge of majef- 
ay offended. 

Events of deep importance to this 
country and Spain, which are now 
buried in the womb of time, are in- 
fenfibly progrefling from the crude 
probability of fpeculation, to the 
growth and maturity of fatt; and 
the period cannot be very remote, 
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when the intrepid Tartar of the welt 

the inexpugnable Kentuckian ang 
Frank, will dare to proclaim that 
the Natchez fhal! be reitored either 
by negociation or arms, and tha 
their right to the free navigation of 
the Mulliffipp: fhail be no longer 
withheld by an indolent, jealous, and 
impolitic nation, Had his excel 
lency the minifter of Spain for, 
moment refletied that my unimpor. 
tant fentiments refpecting our invade 
ed rights of navigation, were by 
the fimple echo of the voice of nige. 

teen-twentieths of the people of 
America, and which had long befor 

been publifhed by many d:ftinguif. 

ed general ofhcers of the late wa 

now refiding on the weftern waten, 
his good fenfe would have pointed 
out the impropriety of im portuning 
congrefs on the trivial fubject of a 
Jetter fo perfeétly apologetic and con. 
fidential—a letter written to himfelf, 
and by his having (probably) fir 
committed it to the prefs, of exhibite 
ing his intended vengeance in fo fee- 
ble a form before a bantering and 
{neering univerfe. No perfonal con- 
fideration fhall ever induce me t 
withdraw from any _ inveftigation 
which may arife on this fubjeét; on 
the contrary, I will, with chearful- 
refs, wait the iflue of all impeach- 
ments of fuch a nature, confcious 
that I havé not exceeded thofe limits 
which the law prefcribes : and that 
freedom of opinion is the inalienable 
birthright of every citizen or deni- 
zen of thefe flates. 

If a fimple declaration of fenti- 
ments ona political queftion—fen- 
timents unattended with any overt 
aft—fentiments which American ci- 
tizens daily prefume to exprefs to 
their local fovereigns—can be con- 
firued into eriesiaality by any body of 
men, and by thofe, in particular, 
who poffefs no legiflative rights, nor 
any right, in time of peace, affecting 
the perfon of a freeman—fuch an 
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weft Eeflumption of power muft ftrike at 
An and he on exiltence of liberty. I have, 
¢ that 
either 
d tha 
tion of 
longer 
Pus, and 


nerefore, the flrongeft conviction, 
at my letter to the mimifter of 
Spain confifts in reafoning on con- 
ingent events, and that, in ftrittnefs 
of jaw, the {malleft reftraint, in mat- 
rs of a {peculative nature, muft be 
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) for a billed by the late revolution. Your 
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Mvade 


Te bye 
f nine. 
rle of 
before 
putt. 
War, 
Vater, 
oInted 
un) 
of. 
l cone 
nfelf, 
} firlt 
hibite 
) fee. 
and 
COn- 
€ to 
ation 
> On 
rful. 
ach. 
lous 
mits 
that 
ible 


Nis 


iti- 





any years have elapfed fince the 
Spanifh ambaffador at the court of 
$i. James’s complained ofa newfpaper 
infali which was offered to the iniel- 
leGluals of his royal fovereign. The 
publication was conformable to ge- 
neral belief ; and he was intormed, 
for his fatisfattion, by the Britith 
court, that the laws of England— 
laws ftill prevailing with us—intlict- 
edno punfhment on a fubjeét, for 
ufing his native ae of promul- 
gating opinions. The king of Eng- 
land, as litle united to us by treaty 
as the Spanifh monarch, has, fince 
the peace, been perfonally reviled in 
our prints, and his nation repeatedly 
menaced with hoftiities, in confe- 
quence of the unjnit retention of the 
weftern pofts ; and yet he was filent. 
He is legally abufed in his own land, 
Kings, queens, nations, and courts, 
are there firitiured wih impunity, 
What has deprived a citizen of Ame- 
rica of the fame privilege ? No 
law yet-extant has done it, 

I am not aware, however, af any 
deficiency of refpett, ether by words 
or actions, which could have origi- 
nated on my part, in. derogatian 
of the minifier of Spain ; having 
always entertained the higheft vene- 
raion for his perfon and commif- 
lion, 

J refpeft him not only as an am- 
baflador, but I admire him as a 
man. | alfo reverence myfelf, asa 
freeman of this enlightened country ; 
and hold in too high eftimation the 
right to canvals freely and difcufs all 
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meafures, in which the people, of 
whom I ama part, are vitally inte- 
reficd, tamely to fulfer it to be in- 
fringed, by any power, foreign or 
domeflic. Let a law be once elta- 
blifhed, by which a citizen of Ame- 
rica dare not, with impunity, dif- 
clofe his political opinions, even in 
the confidence of a private iciter, 
and no perfon will obferve a_line 
of greater caution or referve in alk 
my future addrefles to dignified 
fubftitutes. A 

Paffive obedience fhall be my ine 
variable creed. 

I will then bow before the image 
of power, and yield fuch exterior 
acquiefcence, as the prophet of old 
recommenced to his Syrian converte 
I will not even confider that congref+ 
fional mandate extraordinary, which 
fhould ordain an annual pilgrimage 
to an imported, unprocreative jacke 
afs, in order ~to manifeft in perfon 
my implicit devotion to the conges 
nial attributes of the royal donor. 

On this important occalion, I am 
happy in having the honour to addrefs 
a foldier of f{c'ence and diftin&ion, 
who is perfeétly enabled to deters 
mine how far any requilition from 
any external or internal power fhould 
be acquiefced with, on the one hand, 
when the liberty of the citizen evi~ 
dently preponderates on the other. 


I have the honour to remain, 
with profound refpect, 
your excellency’s moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 
JOHN SULLIVAN, 
P. S. Enclofe my addrefs to the 
governor of Georgia. 
“<b SS _ =—> =< pee 
To the editor of the A. Mufeum. 
Sir, 


S the regulations lately adopted 
by the court of France, in fa- 
vour of the commerce of the uniwd 
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flates, will, it is expefed, revive 
the important bulinefs of thip- 
bulding tn this country, you are 
requctted to give the following ex- 
tratts from a late pubdlcation*, a 
place in vour ufeful Mufeum, They 
ferve to fhow how greatly our tnte- 
reft is connected with a fpirued at- 
tention to ths valuable branch of 
trade. W.B. 


* THE acconnt of the thips em- 
loyed in the commerce of Great 
Br tain, at the b-gnning of the 
American war, and at this time, 
{1784], is as follow: : the number 
of thrips, or the tonnage, differs very 
littie. At the former period, there 
were about one million three hun- 
dred thoufand tons; at the iatter, 
nearly the fame. The fhips were 
built 1n the followmg countries : 
Northern parts of Sh'ps. 

Great Britain, 2419 
Southern, 13it 
Treland, 199 
Brith colonies Mill remaining, 163 
American flates, £3\2 


-_- 


: 6424 

Foreign countries, 1260 
being 7604 
fhips emploved in the commerce of 
Great Briain, at the commence- 
ment of the war. Soon after the 
peace, the numbers were as follow : 
Burlt in the northern Ships, 
parts of Great Britain, 2226 
Southern, 108 
Ireland, 144 
Britith colonies ftill remaining, 164 
American, 1196 
46.53 


Foreign countries, 2kge 


75%0 
NOTE. 


* Confiderations, &c. by Richard 
Champion, efq.a Briihh fubdject. 
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** But as a proportion ought to { 
allowed of the foreign fh ps for 
prizes, which will replace fuch of 
our vellcl, as were taken 

enemy, the accounts will nearly 
Briuth, 
Foreign, 


ud 
——— 
7580 


° aie. 
** Or, confidering the America 
fhips as forergn— 
Brit th, and us dependencies, gor 
Foreign, 3598 
— 
7 ja 
* America was always able y 
fupply us with fhips thirty per cen, 
cheaper than they could be built, 
Great Britain, even w th the dif. 
vantage of having the cordage, fais, 
and ilores, exported from hence? 
* One of the molt mater 
branches of the American export 
trade, is fh ps built for faie, at pri. 
ces greatly wferior to thofe in the 
cheapeft parts of this kingdom, The 
carpenter’s prices for bu.lding, in 
flerling money, by the ton, were as 
follow: in New England, three 
pounds ; im the middie flates, abou 
four pounds ; in South Carolina, of 
live oak, five guineas ; the whole cok 
of the thips, equipped for fea, feven 
to ter’ guineas, Tney were chiefly 
from New England, which fupplied 
about three-fifths of the whole num- J 
ber of the American fhips employed 
in Great Britain, and were generally 


fagi vo fea at the expenfe of about 
NOTE, 


* ‘© In New England, the thip- 
builders wili now cunrratt for build- 
ing thips. at three pounds flerling 
pe ton, inciudrng the joiner’s work. 
In the river Uhames, the price 8 
nn punds per ton, for the carpen> 
ter’s work only,”* 












fuc 
i 


$1 
a8 
——,, 
7580 
— 
Ame; ican 


$y gong 
3558 


— 
75a 
able 0 
2 cent, 
built Ik 
e difad. 
¢, fail, 
hence, 
Material 
CXpurt 
at pris 


in the 


ght to f 
ps, for 
of 


hearly be 














Obfervations on the effe4s of the late arret of the French court. 441 


fix to feven guineas per ton, The 
moft beautiful are thofe built in Phi- 
ladelphia, where this art has attained 
to the greateft perfe@ion—equal, 
of the world, Hg oo fhips have 
alfo been buile at New York, and 
in the Chefapeak ; and in Souch Ca- 
rolina, of live oak, which is of 
much longer duration than any other 
timber whatever. Thofe, who have 
afferied, that the thipping of our 
out-ports are equally lafling with 
the American fhips, built of live- 
oak, have been very much mifin- 


formed ;the latter being found, by © 


experence, to be much more durable 
than our belt oak.” 


—-2]22— 


Obfervations on the probable effets 
of the late arret of the French 
court, ref{pefling the intercourfe 
with America. From the Gazette 
d’ Agriculture, a periodicalwork, 
publifhed in France, 


HE arret of the oth of De- 

cember laft*, while it gives 
the world a new and convincing 
proof of the difpofitions of govern- 
ment, to ftrengthen our connexions 
with the united flates of America, 
and to facilitate a commercial inter- 
courfe betwefti the two countries, is 
evidently calculated to open anew 
and extenfive market to the produce 
of our allies, 

The whole amount of the popula- 
tion of Great Britain, Spain, and 
Portugal, with whom the united 
Bates have hitherto had the greateft 
intercourfe, can hardly be compared 
to that of France only : fo that this 
Kingdom, alone, might double the 


NOTE. 


* For this arret, fee American 
Mafeum, vol. ILL. p. 369. 
Vol, II, No. V. 


perhaps fuperior, to any other part 


refources and induftry of thofe flates 
if its commerce was well underftood 
by their citizens, 

Experience has evinced, that in 
common years France hardly pro- 
duces wheat enough for the con- 
fumptidn of fifteen millions of in- 
habitants: fo that ten millions at 
leaft, muft depend upon the importa- 
tion of that article from foreign 
countries ; an importation the more 
indifpenfible, as bread is coufidered 
by every Frenchman as the moft ef- 
fential food, Vait quantities of 
wheat are imported annually from 
Poland, by the way of Dantzic, and 
particularly by the induflrious Dutch- 
men. The fouthern provinces are 
provided from Sicily and Africa, 
through Marfeilles, which city ferves 
as an univerfal entrepot for the Me= 
diterranean, 

But as every country ftrives to re. 
gain by the labour of men, what the 
foil feems to refufe ;fo the provinces, 
which arein want of prov tions, pay 
a particular attention to manufatiure 
the flour themfelves, though they 
import the wheat, Therefore, an 
American merchant, who wifhes to 
avail himfelf of the arret of the 
agth of December, would probably 
find an eafier market in France, by 
importing grain inflead of flour. Ie 
might be objefed, that the great 
bulk of the cargoes would lower the 
profits; but even for this, the arret 
offers a remedy. Let us fuppofe that 
the fame capital, inflead of employ- 
ing two cargoes of flour, would em- 
ploy three veffels loaded with grain. 
American fhips being wanted in 
France, and entirely duty free, one 
or two of them might be fold to 
great advantage ; and the third re- 
turn to America, with a cargo of 
dry goods, wine, oil, fugar, coffee, 
&c. The cities of Bourdeaux and 
Nantz might in this manner, be- 
come the principal en'repots of the 
produce of the united flates, which, 
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labour at home. Thefe reflri€tions may 
confill im duties on the imported * 
commodity, bounties on the domettic 
manutatture, and, in fome cafes, boh 
co-operating, with relation’ to the 
fame article, Sir James Steuart has 
fo well exprefled our fentiments on 
this np ther we will convey them 
in h:s words, Treating of the means 
of inflituting manufatiures in a flate, 
he fay:—‘* The ruling principle 
which ought to dire& a flatefman, 1s 
to encourage the manufatiuring of 
every branch of natural produétions, 
by extending the home-confumption 
of them ; by excluding all competi- 
tion of flrangers ; by permitting the 
rife of profits, fo far as to promote 
dex'eriuy and emulation in invention 
and improvement; by relieving the 
indufirious of their work, fo often as 
demand for it falls fhort. And, until 
itcan be exported to advantage, it 
may be exported with lofs, at the ex- 
penfe of the public, To fpare no 
expenfe in procuring the ableft maf- 
ters in every branch of induftry, 
nor any coft in making the firft efta- 
blifhments ; providing machines, and 
every other thing neceffary or ufeful 
to make the deléndhias fucceed.”” 

The carrying trade of the united 
flates is alfo an obje€ of great nation- 
al imporiance, The country abounds 


NOT E, 


* Dr. Price, fpeaking of the 
foreign trade of the American flares, 
has this fentiment, ** Indeed, I trem- 
ble when | think of that rage for 
trade which ts likely to prevail among 
them. It may do them infinite mif- 
chief. All nations are [preading {nares 
for them, and courting them to a dan- 
gerous intercourfe, Their beft inter- 
efi requires them to guard themfelves 
by all proper means ; and, particular- 
ly, by laying heavy duties on impor- 
tations.’’ Obfervationson the Ame- 
ican revolution, 


Extraél from * The true intereft of the united flates,” 


with naval flores ; and thip-building 
is, or may be, one of our moft beie. 
ficial employments. 

This {pecies of manufacture ig of 
fuch a magnitude as to demand the 
attention of government in a par. 
ticular manner, The fame principles} 
on which thofe meafures are founded, 
which have been mentioned as necef. 
fary to promote domeflic manufac. 
tures, generally, may be applied » 
the encouragement of this, Sir Jofiah 
Child (:n his difcourfe on trade) de. 
clares himfelf of opinion, that, in 
relation totrade, thipping, profit, ad 
power, the § Englifh navigationj 
is one of the belt and molt poli 
laws that ever was made in Englan 
and without which, that cou 
would not have had one half & 
number of fhipping, or trade, 
have employed half the weasel 
feamen, which it did at the time k 
wrote, Our policy undoubtedly de. 
tates the propriety of impofing «, 
traordinary duties on dutiable com 
modities importéd from foreign coun: 
tries into thefe Rates, in veflels built 
abroad or owned by foreigners ; efpes 
cially on articles of mere luxury; 
although fome confiderations may 
render particular exemptions and difs 
criminations indifpenfable and pro- 
per. In + fome initances, certain 


NOTE S&S, 


The a& of navigation was pat 
fed in the seth Car, 11. A. D. 1660, 
Sir Jofiah Child wrote about eigh- 
teen years afterwards, 

+ We will not attempt to fpecify 
thofe cafes to which the firft part of 
this propofition may be applicable: 
a combination of circumftances mul 
defignate thefe. But our infant Eal- 
India trade feems to come under the 
latter head. It is true, that the im 
portations from the Eaft confift pnn- 
cipally in thofe things, which are 
ulually denominated articles of lus 
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tinds of merchandife ought, perhaps, 
to be exoneraied from all duties, 
whether imported in American or 
foreign bottoms : but in other cafes,, 
{uch exemption might properly be 
refiricied to goods imported in Ame- 
rican velfels only, 

But a very obvious and important 
reflexion arifes here: and that 1s, 
that every effort, which can be made 
by individual flates, for placing our 
foreign trade on an advaniageous 
footing for this country, 1s lable to 
be fruflrated, by other flates counter- 
afting them, or not coinciding in fi- 
milar meafures. The want of that 
uniformty, which is neceflary to 
give efficiency and permanency to 
the commercial fyflem of a nation, 
will render, in a great degree, inef- 
fetal, all partial regulations for 
the advancement of ourtrade, A 
power mult neceffarily be lodged 
fomewhere, for adjufting the com- 
mercial, as well as the political in- 
terefts of the feveral flates in the uni- 
on, to one general fcale ; and, accor- 
ding to the principles on which our 
federal conftiiution is framed, this 
power ought to be velted in the fu- 
preme head of the union, in order 





NOT Ee 


ury. But, as many of thefe have, by 
long habit, acquired among us the 
character of neceffaries, and are there- 
fore conftantly imported from Eu- 
rope, at fecond hand—policy dictates 
the expediency of giving every pof- 
fible encouragement to the American 
merchant, in carrying on a trade di- 
reGily to the Ealt- Indies. Thus will 
the profits on that trade, now enjoy- 
ed by flrangers, centre with our own 
citizens ; while this new channel of 
commerce will employ an additional 
number of American fhipping and 
feamen, and furnifh a vent for an ar- 
ticle, the natural produttion of this 
country, much efleemed in the Ealt, 


to eflablifh the commerce of the uni- 
ted flates on the folid bafis of nation- 
al fy flem. 

In the meantime, the unfettled 
flate of our foreign trade lays us un- 
der a double obligation affiduoufly to 

romote our t inland commerce and 
boas confumption, The united flates 
occupy a vall extent of feriile coun- 
try, lying in various climates, yield- 
ing the neceffaries of life in the ut- 
moft abundance, and furnifhing a 
great diverfity of commodities, and 
raw materials for manufaéturing. 

The commercial intercourfe, car- 


-ried on between the feveral ftates, by 


fea, fhould. be reftritted to American 
veffels ; andthe communication from 
one part of the country to another, 
inland, ought to be rendered as eafy 
and convement as pollible, by ime 
proving the roads, opening canals, 
and removing all obflruttons to the 
navigation of the rivers, where prac- 
ticablein order to facilitate and 


NOT E. 


+ By raifing large flocks of fheep, 
fufficient quantties of wool may be 
fupplied for the manufatturing of 
coarfe woollen cloths, flockings, 
common hats, &c.—Heip furnifhes 
us with the valuable article of cor- 
dage ; and flax-feed, which isa con- 
fiderable export from this country, 
yields an oil that is applied to vari- 
ous ufeful purpofes : a large fupply 
of coarfe and middling linen cloths 
may alfo be drawn from hemp and 


flax, fuch as fail-duck, facking, ozna- . 


brigs, fheeting, and the hike. Virginia 
and North-Carolina grow cotton of a 
very good quality, which may be 
in into various kinds of 
clothing, &c, Thread and cotton 
ftockings, of an excellent fabric, have 
long been made among us. The fine 
hats of this country are much fupe- 
rior to any imported. All manufac. 
tures of leathers may be carried on tg 
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promote the interior commerce of the 
united flates. 

The influence of comme, man- 
ners, and fafhion, may alfo greatly 
contribute to our fuccels, in the pur- 
{uit of thefe great objetts of national 
profperity, Here the real patriot is 
enabled to teflify his love to his coun- 
try; and this he may evidence ina 
variety of ways—according to his 
talents, hisopportunity, or his flation, 


NOTS,. 


the greateft advantage. Iron (befides 
excellent callings and the manufac- 
ture of fteel) may likewife be wrought 
into all kinds of heavy work, and 
into nails, and fundry other articles, 
much to the benefit of the country. 
Paper is already made here, ofan ex- 
cellent quality, and in large quan- 
tities, Glafs-houfes have heretofore 
been erected in divers parts of the 
continent, and good glafs has been 
made at them. Gunpowder, a very 
important article, has been brought 
to great perfection here. Pot-afhes 
are fnowite t very fuitable manufac- 
ture for this country, Befides, feveral 
articles of manufatture are produced 
from wheat, barley, rye, hops, tobac- 
co, &c. The culture of filk might 
alfu prove a mine of wealth to the 
middle and fouthern flates. The cul- 
tivation of the vine, madder, rhu- 
barb, and fundry kinds of fruits, 
would likewife be produftive of real 
emolument to this country, 

Thefe, and a multitude of other 
materials, that are and might be fub- 
plied by the united flates, would, 
with proper encouragement, employ 
great numbers of our citizens in trades 
and manufactures, from which they 
would derive profit, and the public a 
gauional beneht, 


Premiums offered by the fociety for political inquiries, 


Premiums offered by the fociety fa Yahen 00 


polsticad inguiries, 


HE fociety for political jngyi 
a Geox bale Philadelphia, hors 
ing determined that premiums {half 
be awarded to the authors, wherher 
members or not, of the belt effay 
upon fuch fubjetts as the focrety thal} 
propofe for inveftigation, have 4. 
greed thar the two following fubjety 
be offered for the faid premiums, tp 
be adjudged at any time fublequen 
to the firft of January, 1789. 


I. What is the beft fyflem of gy. 
ation, for conflituting a revenue ig 
a commercial, agricultural, and m. 
nufaéluring country ? 

II, How far may the interpofiticg 
of government be advantageoully 4. 
retted to the regulation of agricuh 
ture, manufaGures, and commerce ? 


The conditions prefcribed by the 
fociety, are as follow : 

1, The eflays thall be written ia 
either the Englifh, French, or Ge 
man languages. 

2. The candidate thall fend his 
effay, on or before the firll of Jana. 
ary, 178y, addrefled to the prefident, 
free of poflages or other charges; 
and hall diflinguith his performance 
by fome motto, device, or fignature, 
at his pleafure. He fhall alfo fends 
fealed letter, containing the fame 
motto, device, or fignature, and fub- 
{cribed with the he name and place 
of refidence of the author. 

, All communications, from cane 
didates for the premiums, thal! be re- 
ferred to a committee of the fociery, 
who fhall feleét thofe they may deem 
the moft proper to be laid before the 
ar’ at large, 

4. The fociety, at a time to be ap- 


pointed for that purpofe, are to ad- 


judge the | asec. after having 
previoufly determined, by vote, whe- 
ther any of the communications, 





ing of t 
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Petition of Joha Livingfen, Oc. 


then under confideration, are deferv- 
ing of the propofed premiums. 
. No member of the fociety, who 















inqui. ffs a candidate for the premiums then 
have Bdepending, or who hath not pre- 
thall Mvioully confidered the comparative 
ether its of the feveral effays, thail 
eflays Hhewe his vote in awarding the fad 
y Chall miums. 

re a Me 6. Phe letters, containing the 
ibjetty of authors, whofe performan- 
TS, to fhall not be fuccefsful, thall be 
queag rned before the fociety, without 


eaking the feals. 
3. The premiums fhall each con- 


f tay. A of an oval plate of folid fan- 
ce rd gold, of the value of ten gui- 
dm. s: on one fide thereof hall be 

atly engraved a fustable motto and 
fitiog wice ; and on the reverfe, thefe 
ly di. Hvords—“* The premium awarded by 


the focrety for political inquires, 
eflablthed at Philadelphia, oth 
February, 1787, to 

for his eflay on 


A. D. 1789.” 
Ger -—2e @— 


| hia apers re/peAing the leases taken by 
Jans. @ private company, tn the fate of 
dent, NewYork, from the Oneidalndtans. 


No. I. 


ture, Bile the Aonowrable the legiflature of 
nda the fate of New York, in /enaie 


fame and affembly convened. The peti- 
fub- tron of John Livingfos, of the 
place manor of Livingfon, and Caled 
Benton, of Nobletowa, for them- 
Cafe fe es and their affociates, to the 
| ft mumdcr of feveralhundred citizens: 
ety, 
jeem Humbly thoweth, 
> the 
HAT your petitioners were 
a> fome time fince informed, «hat 
ad- Indians, on the weftern frontier 
ving this ftare, were inclined to dilpote 
vhe- ber lands ; and that they were 


ons, tuaiy im treaty for this perpofe 


with diverts perfons holding no alle- 
gance of fubjechonto the govern- 
ment of the fare of New York, 

That your petitroners, conceiving 
that this favourable difpofition of the 
Indians might be rmproved, not on- 
ly to their immediate advantage, but 
to the public benef, aflociated for 
the purpofe of making an overture 
to the (aid Indiams, and appornied 
_ ‘of condutting the Cifinels, 

your petitioners’ agents arriv- 
ing at a critical period, had the greas 
good fortune to give awurn to the m- 
tended regociation with the fad In- 
dians, for theie lands, bghly fa- 
vourable to the government of this 
flate ; and which cannot fal of fe~ 
curing the jurifdithen, and all the 
advantages to arife from a populous 
feulement, without bloodlhed of ex 
penfe. 

That in fa& your pettonere 
found that although the faid Indians 
were wholly averie to an attual fale 
of their lands, yet they were fully 
determined to grant the lame by 
way of leale ; aie om your peti- 
toners, on the thirteeth day of Noe 
vember lal, obtained from the na- 
tives a leafe for alltheir unappro- 
prated lands, for which they have 
paid a large fum of money, and fland 
engaged to pay a perpetual annual 
rent, 

‘That your petitioners are not con- 
{cious pe em tran(grelled the law, 
in takeng the (ard leale ; on the other 
hand, they are fully perfuaded, that 
they have been the inftruments of 
procuring the mofl folid advantages 
to thert country by the fad megoe:a- 
tion, if ut fhall be happtly improved. 

hat your petmioners are informed 
tmar it hae bern cor hdemly fuggefled 
that the lacd beale wat obta ned from 


the fad Indians, in conjuntter 
with, ard under the wnluence of, 
Brith fo s from Caneda. That 
sour potitiwme;nrt tace t* ‘ Dt ’ 
em ” arn . ia 
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fuggeftion, as 
gcoundleis, 


utterly falfe and 


Your petitioners therefore hum- 
bly ee the premifes to the 
wife confideration of the legif- 
lature, and as in duty bound 
fhali ever pray. 


No, If. 


To the hon. the legifiature of the 
frate of New York, in fenate and af- 
fembly convened, The petiteon of 
Fohkn Living fton and Caleb Benton, 
tn behalf of themfelves and their 
effoctates, Ge. 


Refpettfully thoweth, 


HAT whereas the honourable 

the legiflature have been pieaf- 
ed to appoint a Committee to enquire 
into the fubject of your petitioners’ 
late petition relauive to the leafes 
by them obtained of the fix nations 
of Indians, of ther unappropriated 
lands within this {lace ; and whereas 
the faid commutee have reported a 
flate of facts refpetting the faid 
keafes : 

We, your petitioners, do therefore 
moft humbly pray the hononrable the 
jegiflature to take the faid report 
into their wife confideration, and be 
pleafed to appoint agents, in behalf 
of the flate, to confer with your pe- 
titioners, on fuch terms and confide- 
rations as may beconfiltent with the 
jullice, dignity, and policy of the 
flate ; and that the legiflature will be 
pleafed to recognize the faid leafes 
under fuch reftrittions, asto them, 
in their wifdom, fhall appear juft and 
equitable. 


And your petitioners asin duty 
bound, fhall ever pray. 


[N. B. The above petition was 
rejected, | 


Petition.— Proclamation by the governor of NewYork, 


No. III. 


By hts excellency George Clinton, e 
 peoarent of the "fate of New yas 
general and commander in chief of 
all the militia, and admiral of the 
navy of the fame. 


A PROCLAMATION, 


L. S.) HEREAS the fena 
( W and alfembly of tha 
flare, by their concurrent refolutions 
bearing date the fixteenth and twen. 
tieth days of February lalt, afterre. 
citing “* That whereas John Living. 
flon, efq. of the manor of Living. 
fton, hath produced to comm ttees of 
the fenate and aflembly, two certain 
writings, and which writings have 
been reported to ihe fenate and af. 
fembly, the one of them dated the 
19ih day of November lait, purpon. 
ing to be a leafle from the chiefs of 
fachems of the fix nations of Indians, 
to him the faid John Livingllon, and 
others his affoctates, for the term of 
nine hundred and ninety-nine years, 
on a yearly rent referved of two 
thoufand Span:fh milled dollars, of 
all that tratt of land in the fad 
writing defcribed, as beginning ai 
a place commonly known by the 
name of Canada creek, about feven 
miles welt of Fort Stanwix, no 
Fort Schuyler, thence north-eall 
wardly to the line of the province 
of Quebec ; thence along the faid 
line to the Pennfylvania line ; thence 
ealt on the faid line or Pennfylvania 
line, to the line of property, fo called 
by this ftate of New York ; thence 
along the faid line of property to 
Canada creek aforefaid, The other of 
the faid writings, dated the 8h day of 
January taft, purporting to be a 
leafe from the fachems, chiefs and 
warriors of the Oneida nation of [n- 
dians, to the faid John Lvingiton 
and his faid affociates, for the fad 
term of nine hundred and ninety: 
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Talk of the Oneida Indians, 


pine years, On a rent referved for 
the firtt year of twelve hundred dol- 
lars, and increafing at the rate of one 
hundred dollars per annum, until it 
fhall amount to fifteen hundred dol- 
lars, of all thofe lands in the faid 
writing defcribed, as the tract of 
land commonly called and known 
by the territory of the Oneida Indi- 
ans, with an exception as to feveral 
tacts and parcels in the faid writings 
particularly fpecified: and which 
fad leales were obtained trom the 
id Indians, by the faid John Li- 
nngiton and his allociates, not undet 
the authority, nor with the confent 
of the legiflature of this ttate,’”’ did 
refolve, as the fenfe of the faid fenate 
ind aflembly, ‘* that the faid leaf. 
ts are purchales of lands, and there- 
fore that by ‘the conitituuon of this 
flate, the faid leafes are not binding 
on the faid Indians, and are not va- 
lid ;and did thereby allo further re- 
folve, as the determination of the 
legiflature, ‘* that the force of the 
ftate thall, from time to time, as oc- 
cafion may require, be exerted to 
prevent intrufions on, and for pre- 
ferving to the people of this ftate, 
their rights to, the lands and terri- 
tories comprehended within the boun- 
daries fpecified in the faid leates, 
againft the faid John Livingfton and 
his faid affociates, and all other per- 
fons claiming or to claim any right, 
tile, or benefit under the faid leatfes 
of ether of them.’’ 

Now, therefore, agreeably to the 
requelt of the fenate and affembly, 
alfo expreffed in their faid concur- 
rent refolutions, I have iffued this 
my proclamation, hereby. ftriétly 
charging and requiring the faid John 
Livinglton and his faid affociates, 
and all other perfons, that they do 
ot feule, improve, enter, or other- 
wil intrude on fuch of the fard 
lands, as have not heretofore been 
granted in due form of law, as they 


Vol, ILI, No. V. 


fhall anfwer for every intrufion at 
their peril, 

Given under my hand and the 
privy feal, at Poughkeepfie, 
this firlk day of March, in the 
twelfth year of the indepen- 
dence of the faid flate, A. D, 
1788, 


GEO. CLINTON, 
No. IV. 


Talk of the Oneida Indians, lately rea 
cetved by the legijlature of New 
York, 


ROTHERS, chiefs, and great 

men, who fic round the council 
fire of our brethren, the people of 
the flate of New York, attend, 

Brothers, we have come thus far- 
onour way tofeeyou, at your coun- 
cil fire: but the roads are already 
become very bad; and the prof{pect 
of their foon being worfe, induces 
us to return, and to {peak to you in 
writing, 

Brothers, we are your allies: we 
are a free people: our chiefs have 
direéted usto fpeak to you, as fuch 
therefore, open your ears, and hear 
our words, 

Brothers, in your late wars with 
the people on the other fide of the 
great water, and at a period when 
thick darknefs overfpread this coun 
try, your brothers, the Oneidas, 
ftepped forth; and, umumnvited, took 
up the hatchet in your defence. We 
fought by your fide. Our blood 
flowed together: and the bones of 
our warriors mingled with yours. 
You appeared grateful for our at- 
tachment: and gave us repeated al- 
{urances, that, fhould the great Spuric 
give you fuccefs, we fhould be made 
to fejorce. The event of the war 
was favourable. We reiurned w our 
country, where ruin and defolation 
had overfpread our fields and villas 
H 


449 


a 5A teal 
eh “teege fc. ie 
ia SO eh egg a ae 

















448 


fuggeftion, 
gcoundle(s, 


as utterly falfe and 


Your petitioners therefore hum- 
bly eer the premifes to the 
wife confideration of the legif- 
lature, and as in duty bound 
fhali ever pray. 


No. If. 


To the hon. the legifiature of the 
frate of New York, tn fenate and af- 
fembly convened, The petition of 
Fohn Living flonand Caleb Benton, 
tn behalf of them/elves and their 
effoctates, Be. 


Refpetifully thoweth, 
HAT whereas the honourable 


the legiflature have been pleaf- 
ed to appoint a Committee to enquire 
into the iubject of your petitioners’ 
late petition relauve to the leafes 
by them obtained of the fix nations 
of Indians, of ther unappropriated 
lands within this face ; and whereas 
the faid commutee have reported a 
flate of facts refpetting the faid 
Jeales : 

We, your petitioners, do therefore 
moft humbly pray the honourable the 
legiflature to take the faid report 
into their wife confideration, and be 
pieafed to appoint agents, in behalf 
of the ftate, to confer with your pe- 
titioners, on fuch terms and confide- 
rations as may beconliftent with the 
jullice, dignity, and policy of the 
ftate ; and that the legiflature will be 
pleafed to recognize the faid leafes 
under fuch reftrittions, asto them, 
in their wifdom, fhall appear juft and 
equitable, 


And your petitioners asin duty 
bound, fhall ever pray. 


[N. B. The above petition was 
reyetied, | 


Petition.— Proclamation by the governor of NewYork, 


No. III. 


By his excellency George Clinton, 
governor of the flate of New York. 
general and commander in chiefof 
all the militia, and admiral of tr 
navy of the fame. 


A PROCLAMATION, 


(L. 8.) \ ," THEREAS the f 
and alfembly of te 


fate, by their concurrent refolun 
bearing date the fixteenth and twep. 
tieth days of February lalt, afiern. 
citing “* That whereas John Livi. 
fton, efq. of the manor of Livig 
fton, hath produced to committees¢ 
the fenate and affembly, two ceray 
writings, and which writings tag 
been reported to ihe fenate and & 
fembly, the one of them dated ty 
13h day of November lait, purpon 
ing to be a leafe from the chief ¢ 
fachems of the fix nations of Indun 
to him the faid John Livinghon, af 
others his affoctates, for the termd 
nine hundred and ninety-nine year, 
on a yearly rent referved of wo 
thoufand Span:fh milled dollars, d 
all that tratt of land in the {ai 
writing defcribed, as beginning a 
a place commonly known by the 
name of Canada creek, about fever 
miles welt of Fort Stanwisx, no 
Fort Schuyler, thence north-cal 
wardly to the line of the provine 
of Quebec ; thence along the fa 
line to the Pennfylvania line ; thence 
ealt on the faid line or Pennfylvam 
line, to the line of property, fo called 
by this {tate of New York ; thence 
along the faid line of property w 
Canada creek aforefaid, The other dt 
the faid writings, dated the 8h dayd 
January taft, purporting to bei 
leafe from the fachems, chiefs aa 
warriors of the Oneida nation of In 
dians, to the faid John Livingiton 
and his faid affociates, for the {ad 
term of nine hundred and ninety’ 








nine years, On a tent referved for 

he firtt year of twelve hundred dol- 
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heir rights to, the lands and terri- 
ries comprehended within the boun- 
ries {pecified in the faid leatfes, 
painit the faid John Livinglton and 
is faid affociates, and all other per- 
ons claiming or to claim any fright, 
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€ province: echer of them.”’ 
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-nnfylvania 


o expreffed in their faid concur- 
ent refolutions, I have iffued this 
y proclamation, hereby. ftriétly 
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set re rging and requiring the faid John 
healt no Ie and his faid affociates, 
> Bch day nd ail other perfons, that they do 
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Talk of the Oveida Indians, 


fhall anfwer for every intrufion at 
their peril, 
Gives under my hand and the 
privy feal, at Poughkeepfie, 

this firft day of March, in the 
twelfth year of the indepen- 
dence of the faid flare, A. D. 


17388, 
GEO. CLINTON, 
No. IV. 


Talk of the Oneida Indians, lately rea 
cetued by the legiflature of New 
York, 


ROTHERS, chiefs, and great 

men, who fic round the council 
five of our brethren, the people of 
the flate of New York, attend, 

Brothers, we have come thus far« 
onour way tofeeyou, at your coun- 
cil fire: bute the roads are already 
become very bad; and the profpect 
of their foon being worfe, induces 
us to return, and to fpeak to you ia 
writing, 

Brothers, we are your allies: we 
are a free people: our chiefs have 
directed usto fpeak to you, as fuch 
therefore, open your ears, and hear 
our words, 

Brothers, in your late wars with 
the people on the other fide of the 
great water, and at a period when 
thick darknefs overfpread this coun 
try, your brothers, the Oneidas, 
ftepped forth; and, unmvited, took 
up the hatchet in your defence. We 
fought by your fide. Our blood 
flowed together: and the bones of 
our warriors mingled with yours, 
You appeared grateful for our at- 
tachment: and gave us repeated af- 
furances, that, fhould the great Spiric 
give you fuccefs, we fhould be made 
to Tejorce. The event of the war 
was favourable. We reiurned io our 
country, where ruin and defolation 
had overfpread our fields and villas 
H 
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g-s. We rejoiced, however, that we 
Could reiuia ta peace; and pleated 
Oullelves wih the aopes of ibe 
peaceable and quet enjoyment of 
Our country, for which we had 
fought and bled in the common 
Caulc, togecher wiih you. While we 
were thus flicering ourfeives wito 
the agreeable prolpects, we received 
anitnveraiion to meet fone of your 
cht, wao were fent to fpeak with 
usa. Port Serkermer, We were glad, 
aid imimediaiely ict out to miect 
them, expecting, they were come to 
relieve our wants, and to make good 
the repeated ailurances we had res 
ceived, thai, on our return to our 
coumiry, we fhoulu be made to re- 
feice. Lhofe ciiefs, wao thea met 
us, will doubtiels remember, how 
touch we were difappointed, when 
they told us, they were only fent to 
buy our tands. 

Brothers, i is needlefs for us to 
Kecapitulate the ipeeches that were 
made on that occation, You caiunot 
furgec then ; you have probably 
wroie them in a book, Your chiefs 
may well remember, how reluctantly 
we entered ov a treaty tor the fale 
of oar ands. bey may allo remem- 
ber the method we then took to e- 
vade it, which was, by making a pro- 
plal to them, to leafe a certam part 
of our country. Phe contempt, with 
which they our oltfer, 1s, 
doubileis, {bib frelh un their memory : 
li is in ours, tu compliance, howe 
ever, wih ther urgent folicuaions, 
we at length confened co fet them 
a partot our laods, ta confequence 
o1 the folemn and repeated atluraices 
your che! {achem inen made, that 
this fhould be the lait app 
tharour brothers, the 
New York, would ever make to us 
for land, 

Brothers, we are determ ned, then, 
mever to fell any om 


received 


cation, 


The. 
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Lakivns tO 
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Toth of the Onetda Indians, 


the eait and fouth of us, has ful) 
convinced us, that if we tollow their 
example, we fail foon thare the 
face. We wilhinat our chidren and 
graud-chiidren may denve a com. 
turtadle living from tbe lands which 
the great Spirit bas given us and our 
toretathers. We thescfore determined 
to beale them, Our friends in dyer. 
ent parts of che country, hearing of 
our determination, and being willing 
that we fhould {till contunue a na. 
tion, have offered to take our lands 
by leaie, and g.ve us a generous ren, 
We were loth to affront you ayan 
with the oller of our lands on {uch 
terms ; and have theretore agree 
to the propolals of our friends, Bro 
thers, ince we have been on the 
road, a lying bird bas pafled by 
and reached your council-fire, ul 
told you that we have not leafed ou 
lands, We fay, brothers, the fuggeh 
tion is faife: and we hope you wil 
treat it as fuch, 

brothers, we are furprifed to hea 
you are difpleafed, becaufe oihen 
have accepted that, which yout 
chiefs have told us was beneath your 
nauon. But, brothers, we are more 
furprifed ftill, to learn, you claim a 
right to controul us in the difpofal 
of our lands. You acknowledge 
to be our own, as inuch as the game 
we take in bunting. Why then 
you fay that we fhall not difpole 
of 1, eswe think bell P You muy, 
brothers, with as much _ propriety, 
when one of our hunters comes 10 
your market with a pack of beaver, 
point out the perfon to whom be 
fha!l fell, and to no other, : 

Brothers, we wilh you to confider 
this matter weil, and to do us jul 
tce. We have now leafed our whvk 
country, excepung what we referved 
for our own ule, 10 people, who, We 
doubt noi, wili pay us according 
agreement and there be any 
sheng 7! yeu Can do, lo encourage 
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them in their fettlement of it, we with 
it may be done, 
Brothers, this is all we have to 
a the great men of the fate of 
New York. 
Jacob Reed, Sec. 
hts 
Peter X Salekarenghis, 
mark. 
hts 
Daniel X Segaoneghfert/er, 
mark, 
hts 
Hendrick X Sahonwate, 


mark, 
Vitnefs, 
Peter H. Ten Broeck. 
George Stimfon, jun. 


Perfonally appeared before me, 
the above-named fubfcribers, and ac- 
knowledged the foregoing inftru- 
ment to be thetr voluntary ack and 
deed. 

Acknowledged before me, this 
twelfth day of March, 1988. 
HENRYJ.V.RE NSSELL AER, 

one of the judges of the in ferior 

court of the county of Columbia, 


—=] 2 =>— 
Mr, Carey, 


Sir, 

H E hiflory of our common 

fwallows, has long been a 
problem in ornithology. Wlhillt peo- 
ple in general fuppofed them birds 
of paflage. afew, who appear to be 
better infurmed, fupp: ited the con- 
trary. The Op! nion of the many was 
founded on what they thoug!t proba- 
ble: that ef the few, on facts. 

Having heen told by my nurfe, 
that fwallows wintered in the moon 
—and, after I grew older, that they 
were birds of paffage, | was a fcep- 
ne to the dottrine of their defcend- 
ingto pafs the winter in water. | 


now begin as much todoubt the 
theory of thofe naturalilts, wie con- 
tend they are birds of paflage, as [ 
doubt the philofophy taughe by my 
nurfe, 

In the year 1780, I was converf- 
ing with a zooyrapher, who lived 
about twenty miles from Bolton, on 
the phenomenon of the fudden exit, 
but ae si and irregular return of 
{wallows, I obferved to hin, that 

geefe and other fea fowl, winch, in 
ae fpring of the year, vifited the 
northern lakes, and in che fall re- 
turned, were obferved both in their 
fl.sht from, and return to, the fea; 
that blacabirds inthe fall were feen 
in mamerous flocks, directing their 
courfe to the fouth weil ; that as 
we never faw a colletiion ‘of {wal- 
lows appearing to be on their paffage 
to another country, I thought it 
probable, that when they began their 
pallage, they flew only inthe nigh, 
or afcended beyond the reach ot the 
human eve.* 

The gentleman repl ed, they were 
not birds of pafluge ; thar the canie 
of thew tudden ditappearaice, but 
irregular return, was, they had a 
fixed day for immerhing into the wa- 

, but none for emerg ng fron it, 
On my doubung hs hypoth fi, he 
told me, that asa neighbour of hs, 

not long before, was d aining a 
pond, on awarimn day, near he teafin 
of the year in which fwailows hit 
appear——his attention was atira ed 
by obferving the mud, winch, on 
confequence of dranmng the poru, 
had tor fome time beca exooled ta 
the fun, move, and a pear animate! 
He then ordered a qiaitiuv of tus 


mud {Oo he conveyed roa room inhis 
houfte, which he canfed to be mae 
dually waemed by a flow fire. Fiom 
this mud, there {oon arofea number 
of {wallows, hovering over hymieif 
and faanly, who had been fpectacors 


of their refurrection, 
In the year 1782, I lived near the 
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mill-pond, which covers a marth on 
the north. lide of the town of Bolton. 
About the middle of Augult, this 
pond was covered with {wallows ; 
fome flying juit above the furface 
of the water, others lighting on the 
ruthes and water-lillies, which raifed 
their heads above it, On enquiring 
of one of my neighbours, whofe houfe 
flood adjoining the pond, im which 
he had lived for a number of years, 
the caufe of {uch an unnfual collection 
of fwallows to that water, he faid it 
was no more than what happened eve- 
ry year at that feafon, For fome days 
before they take their annual flighr, 
conunued he, they rendezvous at this 
pond. Hle then mentioned the day 


of the month, (Auguft) which I have 
forgotten, on which they would dif- 
appear ; which took place according- 
y- 

To gain the particular attention of 
thofe who may hind it convenient toin- 
veltigate an interefling hypothetis, was 


the caufe of menuioning thé foregoing 
circumflances fo minutely. 

Lait Augufl, from the tenth till 
~ the twentieth, I wasat Bethle- 
1em, im Pennfylvania. About the 
fourteenth, as 1 was one afternoon 
walking in the gardens, between the 
Lehi and Manorais creek, | obferved 
the air over the creck to be almoft 
darkened with wall wwe, This excived 
my cunofitv, and atratled my atten- 
tion, On the north fide of t1e creek, 
nearly opp fie the filters’ garden, 
grew a number of wi'lows, between 
woh a {mall 
marih, ot thefe 
willows the fwal- 

no numbers, as to 

io hang to, or fit 

i enquired the 
leaving ther fecure 
m buildings in which 
pafled the fummer—and 
i thought, contrary to 

infiintt, by roofling im 
air—and was informed 


ond the garden was 


lows aiiented 


appea 
ned 


aa} a.ive 
Lae open 


On the retreat of jwallows, 


by the rev. mr. Van Vieck of thy 
town, that during the number of 
years he had refided there, for a fey 
days before the fwallows difappeared, 
they never failed collefling in vad 
numbers, as he fuppofed, to pafs the 
night in the branches of thofe wi. 
lows which hung over the water, 
For a few evening, 1 contlandy 
walked to the creek, to obferve hey 
motions, during which tome 
numbers appeared to increale ; 0! of 
a fudden they were not to be leer —og 
on one day had all difappeared. The 
exit was not,] beliewe, three days fee 
the twenneth of Auguil, 

Asthere could not be a more cos. 
venvent or agreeable fituatior, i 
watching the exit of thote bent 
than the one at Bethlehem, | 4 
what has been faid on the fubjen, 
may induce fome of the inhabuaes, 
or of the fArangers who generals 
vifit that town in the nas die 
gufl, fully to invefligate this phese 
menon. If they mummerge into te 
water, to the belief of which] = 
almoft a convert, I image ther 
defcent is between the fifieent> and 
twentieth of the month, Were s 
perfon to form a booth under te 
willows, fufficient to fecrere be 
from the {wallows, by watcher 
them for a few evenings, of pertap 
1 have no doubt bet & 
would Le able to make a full difeore- 
ry. 

That they are properly amph- 
bious, I believe no one will consend, 
If they do lie, during the wm, 
ina torped flare, under water, a 
they fhould, whilff in the full ener 
ment of life and vigour, and mm te 
warmell month im the wear, pleng 
into an element, un which they ce 
not exifl, bur in a fare of refenbty 
bry, will aflord a febyedt of fpece™ 
tion for the curious and truly phus® 

hee. 


thew 


nights, 


JOSIAH BLAKELEY, 
Paltimore, Jeu, 7, +> 8B. 
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and communicating infeétion) 1s _of- 
ten imported from that illand into 
this city. It muft therefore be of the 
molt dangerous confequence to have 
a quantity of this article, after ha- 
ving been expofed to an air thus in- 
fetted, and then packed clofe into 
large facks, which exalis the poifon 
it has abforbed, tran{poried to this 
or any other healthy civ, and on its 
arrival, unpacked, unfolded, and dif- 
tributed far and wide, in finail par- 
cels among the inhab,tants. 

1 have known frequent inflances 
of the baneful effeéts of foreign dil- 
tempers, thus imported into both the 
cities of Philadelphia and New York ; 
and have heard, from the ancient in- 
habitants of this city, that fo long 
ago as the year 1702, a malignant 
fever, little inferior to a plague, was 
imported into this place, and from 
its extreme mortality diffinguilhed 
by the name of the great ficknefs. 
This formidable difeafe, 1f tradiuon 
fays true, was brought here from Sr. 
Thomas’s in a fingle bale of coon, 

That fatal diftemper called the yel- 
low fever, or black vomit, which 
about forty years ago, produced its 
ravages in feveral parts of the conti- 
nent, particularly in the cities of 
Philadelphia and New York,.was 
firft imported from the Spanifh main 
into Barbadoes, and, from that ifland, 
in the courfe of commerce, communi- 
cated to thiscontinent. 

The cities of New York and Phi- 
ladelphia have feveral times expe- 
rienced the fatal effetis of thofe dan- 
gerous infections; fome of them re- 
fembling the jail fever, from dirty 
fhips, cowed with as dirty paflen- 
gers, from Rotrerdam ! which, from 
this caufe, took the name of the Pa- 
lentine fever. The fevere effetis of 
which I felt in my own family, when 
two young gentlemen who then lived 
with me (one of whom is now juitly 
efteemed among our molt refpectable 
inhabitants) were at the fame time 


On the danger of introducing efidemical diforders, 


feized with this putrid fever, attended 
with fuch extreme danger, that thee 
lives were for many days de{paired of 
At this time, there was no legal ole 
vilion againit thele dangers, Vethele 
with this load of unpuriry, came ng 
mediately up to the wharves: and 
even the fick were landed in the 
town ; there was no proper place at 
a diitance to receive them: apd ihe 
common jail, as well as ded ors’, were 
then in the heart of the cty, Cone 
vinced of the impropriety and danger 
ot thefe things, l repretemed them 
Ina memorial io the then governor 
and counc |, who paid atenuon 
this reprefen:ation, and tmned ately 
proceeded to remedy the inconrs 
niency it pornied out. At this tne 
the new jad was built. The cory. 
ration purchafed Bedlow’s ifland 
with a houfe upon u, which. thousn 
too {mall, was fufficient to theler 
and receive the unhappy futferers 
from the peltilential ar of a foul and 
fickly fh p, into one of the mol v- 
vifying and talubrious airs in the 
world ; and an opportunity given to 
cleanfe and purify thefe veilels ata 
fafe diltance from the town, 

Ihe legiflature at the fame time 
pafled a iaw very competent to 
thefe falutary purpofes, This law is 
certainly very necellary, as well as 
vigilance, judgment, and fidelity, in 
thofe who are appointed to execute 
its myjunctions, 

Among the evils attendant upan 
thefe unwelcome vifitors, there was 
one, of a pernicious tendency, dif- 
tinguifhed only by phyficians of fae 
gacity and {kill. The natural ende- 
mical difeafes of this wholefome nor- 
thern climate, were, before their ap- 
pearance, {imple and regular. They 
returned asthe reafons returned, to 
which they refpectively belonged, 
Their hiftory and fymptoms were dif- 
tinttly marked, and the method of 
cure cenerally well afcertained. 

The intluence of thefe imported 
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epidemics, fo far changed the nature 
ot thele vihers, as io render them 
more compi.caicd, dangerous, and 
ovicure, selembi.oy, 1 wany particu- 
Jars, thofe fymptoms, which diltin- 
guilhed the ofiy nai prevailing epi- 
demic—and this eifect upon ihe.e in- 
teccurrent dicales of the country, 
yas obiervable two, and fometimes 
turce years atier the period of thefe 
pew dificmpers, whch apparently 
went thigugh their courlein abuut five 
mons. 

From the confiderauion of thefe 
fatis in our Own Couniry, and the 
abuodant confirmation of them in 
oihers—from mouves of profethonal 
duiy, and the fenfe I bave of their 
Importance—ai.d trom very long ex- 
porene and a'tentive oblervation of 
thele chings—1 have been induced 
bumbiy io oiler my thoughts on gus 
Occaiion, l thould feel my felt hurt 
ai the idea of exciung any unnecefla- 
ry tears. Lhe facis above related are 
notorious; they have ali of them, ex- 
cept the firil, fallen under my umme- 
dia € artention and notce, 

‘Lhe fame caufes which produced 
them, fhould they at any time occur, 
will too probably produce the fame 
efieciss My intention, theretore, 1s 
enily io awaken fuch juil appichen- 
fions as may guard, as tar as human 
prudence can guard, my fcliow ciu- 
zens, from an event of iuch faial con- 
fequence. 

{t may not be unneceflary to ob- 
ferve, that a fubllance lke couon, if 
really charged wiih contagious mat- 
ter, Ought never to be atrempied io 
be deilroyed by fire, which, before it 
confumes the cotton, will d tlufe the 
elfenfive particles a the arr, wiihout 
prevenung ther effects, Deilroying ut 
enufely by finking atin talt waiter, 
er at leall leiting it remain acon- 
fiderable time immerfed in ics cur- 
rent, 1 think woulda be the moll fafe 
and elfettual method of prevenung 
ihe danger, 
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The extreme fubtlety and aflivity 
of this kind of poifons, are evident 
from a common experiment. The 
{kin pricked wih a fine cambrick 
needle, armed with the fmalleft par- 
ticle of {mall-pox matter, is capable 
of etiecting fo great a change in the 
human frame, as to produce that 
loatnfome and dangerous difeafe, It 
is true, that human art, under the 
benevolent fmiles of providence, has 
greatly leflened us force and danger, 
aud in moll inflances, rendered it 
mild and fafe in its operation, Hu- 
mman fagacity, too, under the fame 
gracious proieétion, is the only pro- 
bable means of preventing the impor- 
tarion of dangerous and infectious 
diflempers, to which commercial ci- 
ties, from their conllant correfpon- 
dence wuh foreign countries, may 
fometimes be expoted. 

JOUN BARD, 
New York, Apri, 1788. 


— S&S 2S 


Advantages of the ufe of oxen, ip 
draft, Sc. 


ANY people complain of the 

fhameful diminuuon in our 
exports of corn and flour, not re- 
fiecting that the immenfe number of 
ufeleis horfes, which it is now the 
fafhion for almofi every farmer and 
cinzen to fupport, Coes not a hile 
contibute to this artificial feareny, 
bormerly it was the cufiom, in feve- 
tal of thefe fiates, to plough and har- 
row the lands, as well us convey theit 
produce to market, by means ef ox- 
en. that frugal mode of land car- 
rage is at this time almoll whorly 
ciicontinued ; and fuch ts the torce 
of cuflom and prejudice, that | know 
nauy petions who would tooner care 
ty thew aruclesto market on their 
own fhoulders, than be feen driving 
an ox team. Wheoa l was a boy, my 
tather conveyed his whole family t 
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church on Sundays in a waggon 
drawn by two large oxen. 1, his fuc- 
cefflor, would willingly purfue the 
fame mode, and have more than once 
fignified my intentions to my wite, 
who, however, abfolutely and fullen- 
ly refufes to attend me, if thus con- 
veyed ; and indeed I find my whole 
family are in combination with her 
againft me. What one horfe devours 
annually, would plentifully fupport 
at leaft tour labouring oxen ; judge 
then what mult be the lofs fuflained 
to the community by fuchra fupera- 
bundance of thefe animals, The whole 
country is mounted on horfeback, 
as if bound out (Quixote-like) upon 
{chemes of knight errantry, and to 
engage in tlis, tournaments and 
erilous adventures. For a perfon of 
ut middling conlequence to be 
feen travelliug a journey on foot, ts 
enough to difgrace him forever, in 
the opimon of the genteel part of 
our cointy: and a young felicw in 
my neighbourhood, who fome time 
ago padh's addreffes toa village 
fady, at a few miles diflance from his 
father’s houle, is at prefent under 
fentenee of difcharge from the girl’s 
relations, for no other reaion in the 
world but making ule of his legs to 
carry him to vilit the object of ius af- 


fections. 
A COUNTRYMAN, 
— S&S} a— 


Tothe honourable the /enate, and houfe 
of representatives, of the common 
wealth vi Maffachufetts, in general 
court affembled, the petrtion of Da- 
niel Shays and Eli Parfons, 


May 1 pleafe your honours, 
be petitioners, penetrated by 


the melancholy ientfe of their 
Jace errors, and anxious once more to 
returs to the bofom of their country, 
and enjoy again the bleflngsof peace, 
wader the mild operation of the 


Petttion of Danie! Shays and Eli Parfeni, 


laws—humbly beg leave to fuppli. 
cate the mercy of the legiflature in 
their favour, 

If the moft unfeigned penitence 
confirmed by an experience of the 
misfortunes to which they have beep 
perfonally expofed, in the courfe of 
their unhappy oppofition to govern. 
ment, may be allowed to operate 
they ceriainly have this to plead jg 
— of their pait condu&, 

your petitioners do not mean tg 
multiply aflurances: but they beg 
leave boldly to refer to their future 
behaviour, as the beft evidence of 
their fincerity : and they firmly traf 
that no perfon will hereafter exceed 
them, in the practice of fuch virtues, 
as are ¢haratteriftic of the beft ci. 
zens, 

They have indeed been deluded; 
but they beg the hon. court to be 


* lieve, that their hearts are {till warmed 


with every fentiment of ref{peét, re 
vererce and attachment to the rights 
and liberties of the people, and to 
the laws and conftitution of the go. 
vernment, 

Your petitioners, may it pleafe 
your honours, do not prefume to of- 
fer any thing in their juitification, 
fully fenfible, as they now are (:hough 
they may wiih to extenuate) that no 
arguments can be adduced to excule 
their condutt ; they fee, they fecl, 
and they freely acknowledge, they 
have long felt the effeéts of their own 
temerity. They have unfortunately 
adopted a mode of procedure, which 
they are fully fenfible, cannot be juf- 
tified: they will never ceafe to re- 
member with regret, their not ha- 
ving trulled for relief to the wildom 
and integrity of the ruling power. 

But when they thus freely acknow- 
ledge their errors, they pray the hon, 
legiflature to believe, that thefe have 
proceeded from a mifapprehenfion of 
fatis—from a failure of judgment. 
and from a too precipitate refent 
meat; but by no means ftom @# 
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Gov. Sulltwan’s mefage to the general court of New Hampfrire. 


abandoned principle, They have 
been obliged to feek an afylum, far 
from their friends and connexions, 
in a ftate of exile from their coun- 
try. Yet whatever may have been 
fugzefted to the contrary, they have 
never combined with the concealed 
enemies of America, if fuch there be, 
to fubvert its hberty, and to deftroy 
its independence, No! may it pleate 
your honours, however criminal they 
may have been in other refpetts, 
they cannot be juftly reproached with 
this enormity. 

If it be thought neceffary, that an 
example of their fuflerings fhould be 
continued, to prevent fimilar difor- 
ders to thofe they have fo rathly oc- 
cafioned in this commonwealth ; your 

etitioners would hope, that this 
1s end already attained ; as they con- 
ceive, in the eflimate of their diftref- 
fes, there is fcarcely an inconvenience 
or misfortune to which they have 
not already been expofed: But if 
thefe circumftances do not plead in 
their favour, they pray the hon. court 
would remember, that they have 
friends, wives, and children, who are 
innocent, but who, with your peti- 
tioners, will be ever bound by new 
ties of gratitude and affettion, to 
the government, by their pardon. 

Your petitioners, may it pleafe 
your honours, in thus afking to be 
reflored to tae rights and liberties 
they have loft, and to the peace and 
procection of the commonwealth, are 
not influenced by the fear of further 
pun.fhment ; but in their reintlate- 
ment in the polfellion of fuch inva- 
luable bleflings, they with to have 
an opportunity of proving to the 
world, the fincerity of their reforma- 
tion, and of adding another happy 
inflance to thofe which have been ai- 
ready fo confpicuous from the cle- 
mency of this hon, court. 

DANIELSHAYS 
ELI PARSONS, 


Vol. III, No, V. 


His excellency gov. Sullivan's meffage 
to the general court of New Hamp- 
Shire, at their /cfion in December, 
1787. 
SOME important difpatches, whiclr 

came to hand fince the clofe of 
the jal feffion, having rendered it 
neceffaryto callthe general court toe 
gether at an earlier day than thet to 
which it flood adjourned—I have, 
by advice and order of council, direc 
ted your attendance at the place 
where, by your appointment, you 
were to hold the winter feflion ; and, 
although it is much earlier than you 
propofed to meet, I can fee no rea- 
fon why all the bufinef{s neceflary to 
be tranfacted, may not as weil be 
completed now, as at any other 
period. 

Among the public papers which L 
have the honour to lay before you, 
the report ofthe national convention, 
refpecting a plan of government for 
the people ef the united flates, with 
the refolve of congrefs accompanying 
the fame, will undoubdced!y claim your 
attention, 

The important qneflion, whether 
the propoted form {hall be received 
or rejected, can no farther come un- 
der your confideration, at this time, 
than as it flands connefled wich, or 
may be alfetted by, your determina- 
tion refpecting the propriety of ape 
pointing delegates to decide upon ue 

The propofed pian undoubtedly has 
its defefis., The wifdom of man has 
never yet been able to furnith the 
world with a perfett fyflem of go- 
vernment: perhaps that which claims 
the attention of America ts lable to 
as few exceptions as any wich has 
hitherto been produced, 


[ have carefully confidered tha 
? } . 1, ~ ! 
plan, and endeavoured to weigh the 
objeftions which have been rarfed 
againit it; and have ro‘, as yet, been 


abie to difcever any 
than micht be urged acainll die moft 
= fyilera which has ever bee 
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offered to mankind; or, perhaps, 
might be alleged againft any which 
human wifdom may ever contrive. 

The requifition of congrefs, of the 
eleventh of Oober laft, for fupplies 
to enable that body to comply with 
public contracts, will merit your at- 
tention, Phe pew proportion, an 
the afifor fertling the eftaces of in- 
tefaics, which were poftponed the 
la? fefhon, are not unworthy of your 
notice at this ume. Lhe neceflary 
grarts for-tupport of our own go- 
vermment, wil claim a fhare im your 
de\iberattons. 

Shoutd you think proper to conf- 
der and determine upon the matters 
before mentioned, I know of nothing 
of {ufhicient importance to demand 
another meeting of the general court 
before the next elettion, Should con- 
gre's find chat the propofed conftitu- 
tion is agreed to by a fuffhcient num- 
ber of fiates, and call upon this flate 
to furnifh members to attend the firit 
meeting under it, your attendance 
may again become neceffary ; other- 
wife, the expenfe and trouble of an- 
other feilion may be avoided. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to recom- 
mend to yeu, unanimiey and dof- 

atch ; and to affure you, thar I 
hall moft chearfully join you im 
every meatfure for promoting the pub- 
lic interefl. ‘ 

Given at the council chamber in 

Portfmouth, the sth day of De- 
cember, 1787, and in the seth 
year of American independence. 


JOHN SULLIVAN. 


4 OSE SF ~t 


- “— 
Speech of his excellency George Clin 


ton, </g. governor, Sc. of the fate 
of New York, to both houfes of che 
lectflature, convened at Poughheep- 
fic, Jan. 11, 1788, 
Gentlemen ofthe fenate and afembiy, 
i being effennal tothe 

] our confederaty, that the repre- 


welfare of 


Speech of governor Clinton. 


fentation in the national council, 
fhould be maintained without inter. 
million—and as the term, for which 
the delegates from this flate were 
eletied, 18 expired—you will per- 
ceive the neceflity of proceeding to 
an immediate new apporatment, 

Gentlemen, the requifition for 
the federal fervices of the current 
year, aifo claims your early atten. 
tion, I have full confidence that the 
fame fpirit, which has invariably in- 
fluenced the legiflature of this fate, 
will induce you to a chearfal and 
effectual compliance with every mea- 
fure founded on the national com- 
pati, and neceffary to the honour and 
profperity of the union, 

It will appear from the a€t of con- 
grefs, and other papers on the fud. 
ject, that the fupplies required for 
the common treafury, are principally 
to arife from the arrears due on for. 
mer requifitions, Advantages will, 
therefore, refult from the punétuality 
ef paft payments: as a greater pro- 
portion of the refources of the 
ftate may now be applied to the re- 
hef of our own citizens. To aflik 
you in making the neceflary arrange- 
ments, I fhall caufe to be laid before 
you eftimates of the public debts 
with the receipts and expenditures 
fince the conclufion of the war, ab- 
firacted from the treafurer’s annually. 
audited accounts, by which you will 
be particularly informed of the pres 
fent tate of ourtreafury. 

lt gives me great pleafure to in- 
form you, that the jurifdi@ion-line 
between the commonwealth of Maf- 
fachufetts and this flate, evhich has 
been fo long a fubjeét o controverfy, 
and attended with much inconve- 
mience and dillrefs to the borderers, 
is at length finally adjufted ; and that 
the boundary line between this ftate 
and he commonwealth of Pennfy!- 
vania, is alfo completed. The reports 
of the commiflioners, employed in 
thefe sefpest ve iranfactions, accom- 
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gnied with maps of the lines will be 

Wriivered to you, in order that the 
proper direétions may be given for 
their authentication and depofit, and 
for the final liquidation and fettle- 
ment of the expenfes which have 
attended thefe fervices, 

I fhail leave with you the feveral 
official communications, which have 
been made to me in the recefs: with 
thefe, you will receive the proceed- 
ings of the general convention late- 
ly held in the city of Philadelphia, 
and an att of the united flates in 
congrefs, for their tranfmillion to 
the legiflatures of the different flates, 
From the nature of my office, you 
will eaGly perceive, it would be 1m- 
proper for me to have any other 
agency in this bufinefs, than that ef 
laying the papers refpefting it be- 
fore you for your information. 

Genilemen, it mult afford the 
higheft fatisfaction to obferve, that 
under the blellings of heaven, tran- 
quillity and good order continue to 
prevail throughout the flate; and 
that by the indullry of the citizens, 
the country is in a great meafure re- 
covered from the waltes and injuries 
of war. The profule ufe, however, 
of luxuries brought from abroad, 
drains us of our wealth, and is the 
fource from which molt of our pre- 
fent difficulties proceed. I wouid, 
therefore, fubmit to the wifdom of 
the leg:fllature, the propriety of li- 
miting the confumption ef foreiga 
articles, by encouraging the manu- 
facture of our own predutiions, as 
far as may be conlilleat wih our fhi- 
tation, anda due regard to benel- 
cial commerce, 


GEORGE CLINTON, 
Anfwer of the fenate. 
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«: 
ir, 
ULLY impreffed wih the necef- 
ity of maintaining a conttant 
Teprefentation in Uie naiional coupe 
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cil, the legiflature proceeded, at an 
early day, to tke appointinent of a 
delegation for the pretent year, 

Senfible of the obligation of a 
firi€t adherence to the national come 
pact in all us parts, the requifition 
tor the federal fervices of the current 
year, will claim our earhieft atten. 
tion. It affords us real {atisfaction to 
learn, that from the arrangements of 
the national finances, this flate will 
experience thofe benefits, which it 
had reafon to expett, from its exer- 
tions on former occafions. This fas 
tisfaction is increafed by the reflex- 
ion that this will afford the legiflature 
an opportuity of applying a confi- 
etly ponies of the refources of the 
fiate, to the diminution of its own 
debi. 

We contemplare with real pleafure 
the advantages which mult neceffa- 
rily refule from a final adjuftment of 
the jurifdiétion-lines between th 
{tate and the commonwealths c 
Maffachufe:ts and Pennfylvania.- 
Meafures have already been adopie. 
fur the authentication and depoli: 
of the reports and proceedings o° 
the commiflioners who have been 
engaged in that important tranface 
tion: and provifion will be made 
for liquidating and difcharging the 
expenies which have accrued in 
thofe fervices, 

The feveral official communica- 
tions, which your exccllency has been 
pleafed to lay before us, will claim the 
atcention due to their importance. 

The tranquillity and good order, 
which pervade this fate, area bief- 
fing for which our moft grateful ace 
knowledgments are due to heaven, 
To this bleiling, we may, in a great 
meafure, attribute that fpirit of in- 
dufiry, fo prevalent in our fellow 
ciuizens; and which, we affure 


your excellency, our bef! endeavoure 
will be exerted to continue and ex- 
tend, by diicountenancing every fu- 
perlluous confumpuon of toreign come 








460 A meffage from the prefdent and executive councel of Pennfyloania, 


modities, fo detrimental io the true 
intereft of the ilate. 
By order of the fenate, . 
Pierre Van Coridand, prefident, 
Senate chamber, Jan. 26h, 4738. 
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A meffage from the prefident and the 
Supreme executive council of the com- 
monwealth of Penn{ylvania, to the 
general afembly.—feb, 21, 1788. 


Gentlemen, 


W E fincerely congratulate your 
honourable houle on the ra- 
tification cf the federal confliuuen 
by the convention of tus fiate, fince 
your lait receis: and we flatter our- 
felves that iis adoption will be atien- 
ded with tw porlant p< od contequcn- 
ces to allthe tlatesin tae union, ; 
z In compl with your refolut:- 
ton of the 19 of November lall, 
Swe have obiancd, and now lay be- 
Mfore the gencial allembly, deterip- 
Saous of the lands lying between the 
;northern boundary of this flate and 
+ Lake Eri, with an cilimate of the 
fums which will probably be necet- 
dary for the p hafes of the fame, as 
will appear he papers marked 
no, rand 2, t ch we beg leave 
to refer, Vie ikewile 
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The ofhcers of the land-office dy 
not confider themfelves authorifed 
by the prefent laws to grant re-loca. 
ting warrants, m Cales where war. 
rants on which the purchafe-mone 
has been paid, are deprived of land 
by prior granis :—we are of opinion, 
that this power ought to be given; 
asthe time may come, when vacant 
lands will not remain for them, ang 
in that cafe the owners may cail og 
the flate for compeafation, 

The granting of land in the la 
purchafe, has nearly ceafed, and we 
ace apprehenfive that this fund will 
continue unproduttive, until the 
terms of the new purchale are low. 
ered—a mealure which we therefor 
recommend, 

Great miilakes have been comm’. 
ted by the orphans’ courts of the df. 
ferent counties of this fate, refped 
ing penlions ; particularly in provi. 
ding for the fupport of the widow; 
and orphans of militia-men who fel) 
in the on war: this power, in the 
opinion of council, ovght to be 
lodged im more proper hands, and 
us decihons thereby rendered mors 
untform, 

Phe continual depreciation of ovr 
paper money merits the moft ferioss 
attention of your honourabie hou, 
This circumilance, alone, dithutes 
languot and embarraffiment thtouga 
the whole executive department of go- 
vernmeni—contratis cannot be com 
pleted for the making of roads, or 
any other public without 
cuuer honoar of go- 
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fopinion that the extenfion of that Speech of Atsencellemey John Hancock, 







ifed Eheriod is neceflary, to the degifature of Mafachu/etts, 
Oca. The benefus expefied from the Feb. a7, 1788, 

Ware nal law, having not equalied the 

Mey MBhenevoient withes of its frends and Geatlemen ef the enate, and geutir- 
land famers, we recommend fuch alrer- mem ofthe Roujeef reprefeniatives, 
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monwealth, to diminifh the princi- 
pal, In order to this, the great 
quantities of unappropriated territo- 
ry, bothin the eaftern part of the 
government, as well as the immenfe 
tratt lately ceded to us by the ftate of 
New York, afford ample refources 

if wifely and expeditioufly improve 

by that fnirit of unanimity and dif- 
cernment which J flatter myfelf will 
always diftinguifh your conduét, 
when the intereft of the pepple is fo 
deeply and effentially engaged in the 
refultof your deliberations, 

Iam forry that my duty urges me 
to mention to you the necefhiy of a 
{mall tax : but the treafuryis fo far 
exhaufted, that the bufinefs of the 
government mult ceale its progre(s 
unlefs a tax is granted, 

Since the lait feffion, Luke Dav, 
one of chofe perfons for whofe arreft 
a bounty was ollered in confequence 
of an aft of the legiflature, has been 
taken by fome of the citizens of New 
Hamplhire, to whom one hundred 


pow s has been paid, upoa their de- 
1 


vering him into the cullody of the 

fheriff of the county of Suffolk. 
Could the late unhappy commotions 
be thrown into oblivion, conliltent- 
ly with the honour of government 
and the fafety of the peop'c, I per- 
fuade myfelf it would give fa:if- 
faction. 

In the beginning of your laf fef- 
fion, I laid before you the confiu- 
tion and frame of government for 
the united flates of America, agreed 
upon by the late general convention, 
and tranfmittted to me by congrefs. 
As the fyflem was to be fubmitied 
to the people, and to be decided up- 
on by their delegates in convention, 
I forbore to make any remarks unon 
it, The convention which you ap- 
pointed to deliberate upon that im- 
portant fubjet, have concluded their 
f{effion, after having adopted and rae 
tified the propofed plan, according 
to their refoluuon, a copy whereof, | 
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have direfted the fecretary to lay b 
fore you. 

The obvious imbecility of the con 
federation of the united itates, 
too long given pain to our friend 
and plealure to our enemies, B 
the forming a new fyftem of gover 
ment, for fo numerous a peop! 
of very different views and hab; 
{pread upon fuch a vatt extent of ter 
ritory, containing fuch a great vari 
ety of foils, and under fuch extremes 
of climate, was a tafk, which nothing 
lefs than the dreadful apprehenfions 
of lofing our national exiltence, 
could have compelled the people tg 
undertake, 

We can be known to the world, 
Only under the appellation of the 
united flates ; if we are robbed o 
the idea of our union, we imu 
diately become feparaie nation, 
independent of each other, and m 
lefs liable tothe depredations of foe 
reign powers, than to wars and boo 
dy contentions among ourfelva, 
‘To pretend to exilt as a nation, 
without poflefling thofe powers ¢ 
coercion, which are neceffarily inc 
dent to the national charatter, would 
prove a fatal folecifm in_ politic, 
Phe objects of the propofed cont» 
tution, are defence againil externa 
enemies, and the promotion of tram 
quilny and happinels among the 
ects Wheiher tt ts well calculated 
for thofe important purpofes, ha 
been the fubjett of extenfive an 
learned difcuflion in the conventio 
which you appointed, I believe 
there was never a body of men dl- 
fembled, with greater purity of in 
teution, or with higher zeal for the 
public insere. And although whea 
the momentous queflion was decile 
ed, there wasa greater divifion thie 
fome expetted, yet there appeared 2 
candour, and a {pirit of conciliatey, 
in the minority, which did thea 
great honour, and altorded a happy 
prclage of unaajmity amougl 
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ople at large. Though fo many 
the members of the late conven- 
nn could not feel themfelves con- 
inced that they ought to vote for 
e ratification of this fyflem, yet 
heir Oppofition was condutied with 
candid and manly firmnefs, and 
ith fuch marks of integrity and 
al regard to the public intereft, as 
‘d them the higheft honour, and 
ves no feafon to fuppofe that the 
ace and good order of the go- 
mment is not their objet, 
The amendments propofed by the 
wnvention, are intended to obtain 
confliuutional fecurity of the prin- 
ples to which they refer themfelves, 
4 muft meet the wifhes of all the 
lies. I feel myfelf affured that 
sey will very early become a part 
f the conftitution : and when they 
hall be added to the propofed plan, 
| fhall confider it the moft perfect 
jylem of government, as to the ob- 
els it embraces, that has been 
known amongft mankind. ‘ 
Genilemen, as that Being, in 
whofe hands is the government of all 
ihe nations of the earth, and who put- 
ich down one, and raifeth up another, 
according to his fovereign pleafure, 
has given to the people of thefe 
flates,a rich and an extenfive coun- 
uy—has, in a marvellous manner, 
gven them a name and a flanding 
among the nations of the world— 
bas bleffed them with external peace 
and internal tranquillity—I hope and 
pray that the gratitude of their 
bearts may be exprefled by a proper 
ufe of thofe ineftimable been 
by the greateft exertions of patriot- 
im—by forming and fupporting in- 
flitutions for cultivating the humen 
underfianding, and for the greatet 
progrefs of the arts and fciences— 
by eftablifhing laws for the fupport 
of piety, religion, and morality, as 
well as for punifhing vice and wick- 
ednefs—and by exhibiting, on the 
weattheaire of the world, thofe fo- 
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cial, public, and private virtues, 
which give more dignity toa people, 
poffefling their own fovereignty, than 
crowns and diadems afford to fove- 
reign princes. 

Every matter of a public nature, 
which may occur, worthy of your 
notice, fhall be communicated by 
meflage : and in every concern, tend- 
ing to promote the public welfare, I 
fhall be happy to concur with you, 
and be ready at all times to give 
every pofhible difpach to the bufinefs 
that may come before you. 

JOHN HANCOCK, 

Counctl chamber, Feb. a7, 1788. 


—@B@@-— 


Speech of his excellency gov. Hunting- 


ton to the leg: flature of Conne@icet, 
May 1788. 


Gentlemen of the counctl, mr. Speah- 


er, and gentlemen of the howfe of 
veprefenrtalives, 


HE annual bufinefs of the May 
feflion, will at this time, of 
courfe, claim your attention, 

Ie will be remembered, that the 
affembly, at their laft fefllon, were 
pleafed to inveft the governor with 
the neceffary powers, in their recefs, 
to furnifh this flate’s quota of ofh- 
cers and troops, to be ftationed on 
the weftern frontiers, agreeably to 
the att of congrefs of the third of 
Oftober lal!. That bufinefs has been 
completed, fo far as the duty de- 
volved upon me: and the proceed- 
ings will be laid before you. The 
recruiting fervice is now going on: 
and iz is probable there will be no 
difficul:y im obtaining the comple- 
ment of men. 

The law of this flate, made in 
purfuance of the att of congreis, 
which makes provifion for officers, 
foldiers, and feamen, diiabled in the 
fervice of their country, in the late 
war, sppears to be inadequate te 
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an{wer the defign, While other fates, 
and their citizens, are taking the 
full benefit of that provifien, there 
are a number of meritorious officers 
and privates in this flate, who, 
though fuffering under their wounds, 
and equally budvine, can obtain no 
relief. Let me recommend to the 
aflembly to make the neceflary pro- 
vifion in this cafe. 

The fupport of public faith is 
an objefl ever to be kept in view. 
Wiihout it, no government can be 
long seputable—no people happy. 

You will doubilefs find it mdif- 

enfible in the courfe of the prefent 
feflion, to make adequate provifion 
for the fupport of civil government 
the current year. 

There are feveral regulatians of 
congrefs, which will allo merit your 
confhderation. 

As we continue to enjoy the blef- 
fing of peace and internal quiet, and 
(with great fatisfattion let me add) 
induflry feems generally to pervade 
the flate, will it not be wife for this 
aflembly to devote a part of the 
fellion in confulting fuch meafures 
as fhall in the beft manner aid and 
cultivate the arts of pease, promote 
agriculture, and fuch manufattures 
as ought to be encouraged, and may 
be carried on with profit to the un- 
dertakers, whea the bufinefs is well 
underftood ? 

It feems that a voluntary company 
in this city and its vicinity, are at- 
tempting to fet up the woollen ma- 
nufattory, ina manner fo extenfive 
asto reap the advantage of a proper 
divifion of labour, in the various 
branches of that bufinefs: will nos 
it be proper forthe affembly at this 
time to give fome encouragement, in 
fuch manner as they fhall judge moft 
expedient, to promote and eltablifh 
a bufnefs of fo much importance as 
the woollen manufacture in thiaftate ? 
Our flocks of fheep are rapidly in- 
peafing, owing in iome meafure to 
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the encouragement the legiflaty; 
have given for raifing theep, althoug 
other caufes have no doubt CO-Opera. 
ted in producing the effet: th 
principal raw materials for this ma 
nufatture may, with proper encourage 
ment, avound in this fate, 

The promoting of education js 
matter of great importance: more 
efpecially that degree of education 
which ought to be univerfally incul. 
cated upon children and youth ofall 
ranks and conditions of life. If we 
confider the fubjeét, not only as it 
refpetis the happinefs of individuals 
in this and a future life, but alfo the 
effe& it muft have with regard to the 
public weal, it will appear of the 
greatelt importance: a happy co. 
{litution and government never cn 
be enjoyed or maintained, by an i. 
literate or favage people. 

The danger of negleding th 
means of education lies more in o- 
{cure parts and parifhes, than in px 
pulous cities and towns in this fla, 

Although government have bee 
compelled, by neceflity, to withholl 
for atime the aid and encouragement 
which was formerly given for th 
fupport of fchools, is it not now be 
come expedient for the’ legiflatwur 
again to lend their foftering hand, in 
fome way to encourage the neceflary 
inflrn&tion of the fucceeding genen 
tion P 


There are other matters of imporgl 


tance which will doubtlefs claim 3 
confideration, and which your wif 
dom and prudence will bring int 
view in the courfe ofthe fefhon. 


—ea@ee— 


Form of the ratification of the federit 
conflitmtion by the Maryland cor 
vention. 

Convention of the delegates of the 
people of the fate of Maryland, 28th 
‘April,1788 

E, the delegates of the people 
of the flate of Maryland, ie 
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ving fully confidered the conftituti- 
on of the united flates of America, 
repored to congrefs, by the con- 
vention of deputies from the united 
flates of America, held in Philadel- 
phia, on the 17th September, 1787, 
of which the foregoing is a copy*, 
and fubmitted to us by a refolution 
of the general aflembly of Maryland, 
in November feflion, 1787, do, for 
ourfelves, and in the name and on 
the behalf of the people of this ftate, 
affent to and ratify the faid conftitu- 
tion, In witnefs whereof we have 
hereunto fubfcribed our names, 


The yeas and nays being taken, on 
the queflion to agree to the above ra- 
tification, were as follow: 

Affirmative. The honourable the 
prefident ; meffrs. Barnes, Chilton, 
Sewal, W. Tilghman, Yates, Per- 
kins, Granger, Wilkinfon,Grahame, 
Chefley, Smith, Brown, Parnham, 
Turner, Stone, Goldfeorough, Lloyd, 
Stevens, G.Gale, Waggaman, Stew- 
art, John Gale, Hammond, Suili- 
vane, Shaw, Gilpig, Hollingfworth, 
Heron, Evans, Bowie, O, Sprigg, 
Hall, Digges, Carrol, Hanfon, J. 
Tilghman, Seney, Holliday, Hemf- 
ley, Chaille, J. Martin, Morris, 
Done, Johnfon, Love, Pots, Faw, 
Paca, J. Richardfon, Wm. Richard- 
fon, Driver, Edmonfon, M*Henry, 
Coulter, T. Sprigg, Stull, Rawlings, 
Shryock, Cramphin, Thomas, Dea- 
kins, Edwards. 63 

Negative. Meffrs. J.T. Chafe, S. 
Chafe, Mercer, Harnfon, Ridgely, 
Ridgely of William, Cockey, Crom- 
well, Love, Pinckney, L. Martin, 11 


NOTE. 


* A cepy of the conftitution, was 
annexed to the ratification, 
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Speech delivered by a minifer in the fate of Maffachufetts. 4 


A Speech, deliveredby aminifler to hie 
people, inthe townof ****** in 
the flate of Maffachufetts, on the 
4th of January, 1787, previous ta 
reading the addre/s of the general 
court, of that flate, at a ledure 
held for that purpofe. 


; My fathers and brethren, 
 apt- are not ignorant of the oc- 


cafion for which we are now 
affembled, I have orders to commu- 
nicate to you an addrefs from the 
{upreme authority of this commons 
wealth, They have appealed io you, 
in common with the reft of the com~ 
munity. They have laid before you 
their proceedings, and the motives 
of their conduct, As your civih 
fathers, they certainly deferve from 
you attention and ref{peti : as a pow- 
er, arifing from your free and unbi~ 
alled election, they have a claim to 
your obedience, Many of them, you 
well know, in private life, to be men 
of unqueflioned integrity, Their re 
prefeniation of the Rate of your af- 
fairs deferves great notice: and if 
you fhut your eyes or fenfes againft 
plain evidence, you are guilty of a 
h.gh degree of madnefs and vice. 
Rude and unquiet fpirits are cons 
ftantly exafperating your pallons 
againft the conduct of your rulers. 
‘Lhey are evidently endeavouring to 
enkindle the flames of war around 
you, and expofing this flare, lately 
peaceable anc happy, to all the hor- 
rors of confufion and carnage, Will 
you give a candid and gracious hear 
ing to fuch peftilent, feditious men, 
who excite you to fury and arms, 
when you know fome of them to be 
infamous in private hfe, and at the 
fame time treat the folemn appeal of 
your delegated fovere gnty with cool 
nefs and contempt ? You may pof- 
fibly think, that I am out of the line 
of my office, in pronouncing my 
fentiments upon this fubjett, more 


efpecially, fince, by the courtely off 
K 
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the laws, men of my profefhion are 
exempted from public taxes, To ex- 
eufe mvfelt for this attempt, I would 
acquaint you, that the government 
have expre(sly requefted the influence 
of our order, with their connexions, 
for the fupport of fociety, at this dark 
day. I have been alfo defired, by 
fome refpeftable individuals in the 
parith, to exert myfelf for the fame 
purpote. I feel animated to deliver 
my opinion freely, when I fee the 
faces of {0 many friends, whofe ge- 
nerofity and kindnefs have exceeded 
both my wifhes and merits. From 
thofe who have exprefled fuch a dif- 
pofition in all otherinftances, I have 
reafon to expe& inthis, patience and 
candour, though their apprehenfions 
of the merits of the queltion be dif- 
ferent from my own. 

What I thall principally obferve 
to you, at tnis time, may be com- 

rehended in two parts. In the firlt, 

ihall make fome remarks on the 
necellity of government—the diffe- 
rent effects of thofe which are free 
and thofe which are tyrannical—and 
the condutt of former nations under 
the latter: and then I fhall come 
more immediately to our own coun- 
try, and the commotions which pre- 
vail in it. Thefe divifions, howe- 
ver, will not hinder me from inter- 
mingiing fuch tranfient reflexions, in 
each of them, as may tend to illuftrate 
and confirm both. 

I truft, I need not be particular in 
proving to youthe necellity of go- 
vernment and fubordination arhong 
mankind. It is demonttrated, not 
only from the wants and vices of 
man, but from every part of the 
univerfe which is vifible, Look up 
to the heavens over your head, Ob- 
ferve the fun, moon, and flars; the 
two former, how apparently fuperior 
to the latter, as to light and great- 
nefs ! and, among the leffer lumina- 
ries, the fame gradation is continu- 
ed ; fince not only the difcovery of 
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natural philofophy, but even the nae 
ked eye, difcerns that one flar dif. 
fereth from another in glory. Look 
around the earth, in which we dwell; 
obferve the difference between the 
oak upon the mountain and the plant 
of a dav’s growth—between the lion 
of the foreft and the infe& which 
crawls beneath your feet. Reflef up. 
on the different powers and faculties 
of the human mind, from the mot 
brilliant accomplifhed genius to the 
riext idiet you meet—and then yoy 
mult be perfuaded, that heaven hath 
convinced you, by thefe ftriking tef. 
timonies, of the neceflity of fubor 
dination among men—that to a 
tempt to rebel againft fo plain a prin 
cipie would not only be violating the 
pofitive laws of fociety, but making 
an attack upon nature herfelf, By 
if reafon be unavailing to enforce the 
belief of fo clear a truth—yet ou 
feelings will confirm it. We fee in 
the beft-ordered communities, wher 
there are the wifeft laws, that crimes, 
terrible to nature, and to the peace 
and exiftence of ihdividuals, are come 
roitted. What fhould we expe from 
the paflions of men, in a fate of li- 
centioufnefs and anarchy, when thefe 
reflraints are taken away ? When 
wickednefs is unreflrained by fear 
of punifhment, and is attended by 
the paffions of avarice, luft, and re 
venge, how horrid the condition of 
the weak and peaceable! It is thole 
checks, and thofe alone, which keep 
your lives and property from being 
affaulted by the robber in the ftreet— 
and enable you to fleep quietly on 
your beds, without dreading the mid- 


night affallin. Thus the neceflity of 


government is not only confirmed to 
you by the voice and works of provi 
dence, butis found, by the teftimony 
of your own experience, as neceflary 
for man as the elements wherein he 
breathes- r 
Government is various as to its 
forms and exercife, In moft nations, 
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a fingle man is invefted with the ab- 
folute difpofal of the lives and for- 
tunes of the people, Suppoling that 
aman, perfectly wife and perfectly 
good, were intrufted with this pow- 
r,it would, without doubt, be the 
belt: for all meafures would be 
lanned with wifdom, and executed 
ith vigour: but, confidering the 
mperfection of the nature of man, 
his truft istoo great and important 
br an individual. MHiflory hath 
undantly certified it, by exhibit- 
1g to us fo many monfters in hu- 
ran form, who have facrifieed man- 
ind to their ambition, avarice, and 
ruekty. The evils of a defpotic go- 
rment aré as great as thofe of 
marchy ; and they, who fly from 
mild government to a monarchy, 
ill foon find the terrible confe- 
ences of the latter. It would be 
ell for fuch of our fellow citizens, 
are enlifling under the banners of 
fperate wreiches, to think firft on 
be confequences of abfolute power, 
fore they contribute to eftablith it 
the hands of fome of the vileft 
nd weakeft of the human fpecies, 
To remedy the evils of defpotic 
bwer, fome of the wifeft nations 
ve eflablifhed free governments. 
eit faluiary influence hath been 
ownand witnelled by the bright- 
pages of human hiftory, Re- 
wn for wifdom, fer virtue, for 
ms and for opulence, hath marked 
charatter of thofe regions, where 
tional liberty hath been enjoyed, 
d where a proper fhare of power 
d honour is proportioned to the 
eral ranks in the community, 
t even thefe nations have not been 
thout commotions fimilar to our 
n; the effe€t of them was the lofs 
their freedom. At Athens, fome 
ful demagogue procured a jaw for 
abolition of debts, and the equal 
ifion of property, The former 
$ carried into, execution ; the lat» 
never was, The common people 


foon found they were the tools 
of defigning men: they remained 
equally unhappy and indigent. ‘The 
fame people were inveigied, by de~ 
ceiving traitors, to bamih their beft 
and wifeit men—to neglett providing 
for.war—to break private contratts— 
to quarrel and be factious among 
themfelves, Philip of Macedon took 
the advantage of their condition, 
and conquered their country. 

When Caitiline deligned to burn 
the city of Rome, and murder all 
ranks of people indifcriminately, he 
profefled himfelf to be the patron of 
the poor: and many there were, 
who wifhed him fuccefs, whom he 
intended to have involved in ruin 
and death ; fo apt and eafy are the 
multitude to be deceived, and {o loth 
are they to hear the truth, Cafar 
fucceeded in tyranny over the fame 
nation, by acting a very fimilar part ¢ 
he affetied to free Rome frem the 
tyranny of the fenate: and in the 
end, both fenate and people were 
flaves. 

Thefe are, my friends, folemn and 
affecting examples, heir hittory, 
like the tombs of the dead, affords 
both warning andterror, The free- 
dom and dignity of a nation are ace 
quired by blood and danger. It is 
eafy to facrifice thefe advantages, in 
tie moments of fufpicion and cae 
price. 

The citizens of America engaged 
in the revoluaon, from a thorough 
conviction, that their rights and pri- 
vileges were invaded, Some pledged 
their eftates, fome their fervice, and 
others their lives, The two former 
of thefe would have reafon to clafs 
us with the molt infamous of man- 
kind, if we attempt to cheat them 
out of their property : aud yet the 
payment of public contracts is held 
up as one of the grievances of the 
day : and we are threatened, becaufe 
this is not done, not merely with 
the deflruction of our form of go- 
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vernment, but with a d ffolution 
of the umon, And the malcontents 
have openly boafted, that they can 
have alhflance from Britain, of too 
weak of themfelves to accomplith 
their defign. But be not dece ved, 
Vengeance will overtake us, f we 
attempt co break public faith or pri- 
wate engagements, France, Spam 
and Holland would league again 
a country fo much their debtor, The 
domeftic creditors of the common- 
wealth would units in defeating fo 
impious a defign: and every honeft 
man in the community would e:ther 
draw his fword, or open his purfe, to 
defeat fo much villainy nd fraud, 
Thefe confequences are as certain 
as they are near. There is, therefore, 
no tme totrifle, Every man ought 
to know the effe&s of his conduét, 
before he begins, Thefe commotions 
will very foon bring ov a civil war 
in the land, and with it all the evi!s 
which affect humanity, Every fierce 
and ungovernable paflion, which dif- 
turbs the human breaft, will be dif- 
played, Cruelty, rapine, and car- 
mage wil! mark its footlleps. Pover- 
ty and tyranny will clofe the train, 
In fact, as the Roman orator juflly 
obferved, from the fatal experience 
of it in his own country—** In ci- 
** vil wars, every calamity is felt. 
Conquell itfelf is to be dreaded, 
though it fhould fall to the right 
caufe: for if the better fide are 
difpofed to be mild and gentle by 
" nature, they are forced to be cruel 
* by necefhry, for ther eflabl th- 
“* ment and prefervation.” May 


heaven prelerve us from proving the 
jultice of thefe obfervations in our 


own country! Therefore, before 
we are fo rath, as to oppofe a govern- 
ment conflitated by the people, we 
ought folemnly to confider the effets 
of fuch an attempt. There are always 
citizens whom pride, idlenefs, or 
de{pair, prompts to hazardous under- 


takings. Jf the fober part of the 
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community join with and fupport 
thefe incendiaries, the latter muit be 
equally an{werable, for the blood that 
is iplied, and for the ruin broughe 
on thei country, before the tribunal 
of Omnipotence, 

but over whom do thefe armed 
multitudes w fb to gain a vittory? 
Over a foreign enemy ? Over afcep- 
tred tyrant, who hath invaded they 
rights, and flaughtered their bre. 
thren P Over the barbarians of the 
wildernefs ? None of thefe are th 
objects of their oppofition, Wid 
whom, then, are they waging war? 
With venerable, grey-headed citi. 
zens, who are entrufled with the ex 
ecution of the laws—with the m- 
jefly of the laws—with the tribunals 
of jullice—with the form and 
fence of our conftitutron—with the 
peace and property of every viriuow 
man tn the flate, Their vidlory wil 
be followed with the ruin and tean 
of the widow and orphan—w ith the 
flaenation of commerce—in fine 
with every curfe that can befalla 
free and opulent nation. Happy ae 
they who are already numbered wih 
the dead, and are not living wunel- 
fes of the difgrace and deftruttion of 
their country. 

Charity obliges me to think fe 
vourably of the common people, who 
have been concerned in thefe infur- 
reciions: but however honefl or 
good thetr motives may be, they a 
a very dangerous fet of men; for 
admitting that grievances in govers- 
ment are sulla, have they uled 
the proper means to redrefs them? 
Are they men of information and ¢1- 
perience ? Are they not prejudiced, 
even to rancour, againft all who 
have the adminiftration of public a 
fairs ? How many d forder: are com- 
mitted by young men, in the hoot 
of mrh and recreation, when ther 
{pirits are raifed by company ant 
wine ? How many more di forders, 
then, may we expeét from men wh 
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are drunk with paflion, infligated to 
arms by falfe reports, and under the 
diredtion of leaders of diffoluce, aban- 
goned morals, and de{perate circum- 
flances—men who, fo tar trom with- 
ing to undeceive them, will «sake 
pleafure in inflaming their refenc 
ment—under leaders who have no 
hopes, or profpects, but from che de- 
firuttion of the commonwealth ? 
There is not aman, in his cool 
moments, but will pronounce fuch a 
recourfe to arms, im a government 
like ours, as unneceflary as dangerous. 
Hath not the meaneft ciuuzen a 
right in all important elections ? Are 
not our governor, fenate, and repre- 
fematives annually chofen ? Cannot 
wecaufe them to return to private 
life, of they have atied weakly or 
wickedly ? What conftiution can be 
more liberal and equal ? When the 
people delegate their authority, thole, 
to whom that truft is commiued, 
muft have both intluence and power, 
or elfe the defign of their appoint- 
ment is defeated—and they who 
elett, lofe the advantages of fociety, 
by reverting to a Mate of anarchy 
and nature. But the prefent au- 
thority hath by no means been ne- 
giigent, ether of the withes of the 
people, or the good of the common- 
wealth, In ther laf fethon, they 
pafled an att for the re'icf of debt- 
ors, making real and perfonal pro- 
rty a tender for debts. Several 
aws have been enatted, re{petinng 
writs and references, which have 
nearly annih:laced the inferior courts. 
They have lowered the fees of civil 
ofhcers, at leafl a quarter part—and 
we have no doubs that other fuppo- 
fed grievances would have a. 


redrefled, had not the dignity of 
government been infulted with arm- 
ed noters—and riotous men fuppof- 
ed they had @ ght to demand, by 
force, what they negictied to apply 
for in a peaceable manoer, 

@ur grievances, 1 am perfuaced, 


by no means originate from our pre. 
fent auther ty, or she domeflic « harg- 
es of government : tor they {prong 
tr m other caules, mootorrous tO eevee 
ry feniible man io the communwy, 
We have lived in luxury lince the 
peace. Ihe memory of paper mo- 
ney hath rendered property preca- 
rious, and prevented the opulent 
from engaging in fuch modes of bu- 
finefs as would increafe their pro- 
perty, and hind employment for 
the poor, Lert us endeavour to re- 
medy thefe defetis by wife and good 
laws, which fhail fecure to every man 
his property. Let us introduce eco- 
nomy, not only into the admunilira- 
tion of government, but into our 
own honfes, Lét the debtor be open 
and far, and, as far as poflibie, punc- 
tual 1o his engagements. Let the 
creditor avoid needlefs law. furs, nor 
drive the lower orders of fociety to 
defpair, In one word—if we endea- 
vour to fill up the dunes we owe 
to government and ourfelves, in the 
belt manner we are able to do, Lam 
periuaded our affairs will aflume a 
new countenance, We fhould be 
more refpetied abroad, and happier 
at home, We have a large and ex- 
tenfive country. We have advan- 
tages both for foreign commerce and 
internal manufactures, ‘The rea‘on 
why we at prefent fuffer, us becanfe 
thefe benetus are nor improved. | et 
our laws be wife and falueary. and 
let us wait patently ant hey «on 
have ime to operate, and no dowhe 
we fhall fee an alveratwn i the Hae 
of our country, 

Let me therefore, my fr ends, once 
more renew my requcll to you— 
that you would examine into the 
fatis, which, from the mouh of 
our fupreme authority, | thal! now 
pronounce im your hearng, Lee 
me conjure you, by all chat  facred 
and dear to vou, Mot to harbour pore - 
judices againft the government which 
you have yourlelves pronounced aw. 
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ful, Excufe me, if I am the more 
earneft on this point, when you 
know my reafons. For thefe fix 
months paft, infamous and vile men 
have made it their employment to 
propagate notorious falfehoods, re- 
{petting the firt names and ofhcers 
in this commonwealth, They have 
fucceeded too well for your peace 
and tranquillity, From this fource, 
we may trace out no {mall degree of 
that fufpicion and jealoufy, which 
hath foured many (otherwie well- 
difpofed) perfons, not only towards 
men, but even the laws themfelves. 

Public flander, like private, is 
odious to all fober, confiderate men, 
The effetts of the former are much 
more mifchievous than, the Jatter, as 
the quiet and felicity of a nation are 
more to be regarded than thofe ofa 
fingle perfon. Public calumny was 
the caufe why Socrates was murdered 
with the forms of law. It was the 
fame principle, which infligated the 
mobs of Athens and of Rome to 
banifh their beft citizens, and com- 
mit the adminiftration of their affairs 
to men of the blackeft minds and 
moft depraved manners, 

While | am addrefling you upon 
the fubjef of public calumny, and 
warning you ih toe fatal confequen- 
ces of it, 1 would beg your attention 
while I refute a popular error im- 
bibed by many at this day, and 
which’ is received by the inexpe- 
rienced part of the community asa 
truth, i.e. that men in place and 
power are in league with the epulent 
part of the community, to trample 
upon the rights of the poor, and 
engrofs the wealth of the country 
in the hands of a few. With refpeét 
to men in public offices, the fhort 
time of their continuance in truft, 
and their dependence on the people 
at large for re-ele€tion, muft appear 
a fufficient confutation of the charge, 
Nor doth the accufation againft men 
ef property appear to be better fup- 
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ported. If a tyrannical form of go. 
vernment is imtroduced, will not 
their immediate poflerity be fufferers 
with others ? Indeed, there are {9 
few of us raifed beyond moderate 
circumftances, and our form of go- 
vernment ts fo popular,- that we have 
very litle co fear, at this day, from 
men of property. 

I have thus far, with great free. 
dom, offered my fentiments upon 
our affairs. Notwithftanding our 
prefent embarraflments, we have the 
means of felicity in our hands, We 
havea free government—and time, 
induftry and moderation will effectu. 
ally tighten our prefent burdens, 
But if we go on in diflipation and 
prodigalitv—in riot and tumult 
melancholy experience will foon de. 
monfirate, that tyranny and licen. 
tioufnefs are nearly allied :—we 
fhall jay a foundation for very {e- 
rious reflexion—which will termi- 
nate, not in reformation, but defpair, 
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Refolutions entered into by the houfe 
of burgeffes of Virginia, relative to 
the flamp-adt, on the 29th of May, 
1765. 


H EREAS the honourable 

houfe of commons in Eng- 
land, have of late drawn into quef- 
tion, how far the general aflembly 
of this colony hath power to enatt 
laws for laying taxes and impofing 
duties, payable by the people of this 
his majefiy’s moft ancient colony ; 
for fettling and afcertaining the fame 
to all furure times, the houfe of bur- 
gefles of this prefent general affembly 
have come to the feveral following 
refolutions : 

Refolved, that the firft adventurers 
and fettlers of this his. majefty’s colo- 
ny and dominion of Virginia, brought 
with them, and tranfmitted to their 
pofterity, and all other his majefly’s 
{ubjetts fince inhabiting in this his 
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majefty’s colony, all the privileges 
aaa immunities that have at any time 
been held, enjoyed, and pollefled by 
the people of Great Britain, 

Refolved, that by the two royal 
charters granted by king James the 
firit, the colonifts aforefaid are de- 
clared enutled to all privileges of 
faithful, liege, and natural born fub- 
jets, to all intents and purpofes, as 
if they had been abiding and born 
within the realm of England, 

Refolved, that his majefly’s liege 

ople of this bis moft ancient colony, 

ave enjoyed the right of being thus 

governed by their own affembly, in 
the article of taxes and internal po- 
lice, and that the fame have never 
been forfeited, or any other way yiel- 
ded up, bat have been conflanily re- 
cognized by the king and people of 
Great Britain. 

Refolved, therefore, that the ge- 
neral aflembly of this colony, toge- 
ther with his majefty or his fubiti- 
tute, have, in their reprefentative ca- 
pacity, the only exclufive right and 
power to lay taxes and impofitions 
upon the inhabitants of this colony ; 
and that every attempt to veft fuch a 
power in any perfon or perfons what- 
foever, other than the general affem- 
bly aforefaid, is illegal, unconititu- 
tional, and unjuft, and has a manifeft 
tendency to deftroy Britifh, as well 
as American freedom. 


The following refolves were drawn 
up by the committee, but not paffed. 


Refolved, that his majefty’s liege 
people, the inhabitants of this colo- 
ny, are not bound to yield obedience 
to any law or ordinance whatfoever 
defigned to impofe any taxation 
whatfoever upon them, other than 
the laws and ordinances of the gene- 
ral allembly aforefaid. 

Refolved, that any perfon who 
fhall, by {peaking or writing, main- 
tain that any perfon or perfons, other 
than the general affembly of this co- 


lony, have any right or power to im- 
pofe or lay any taxation whatfoever 
on the people here, fhall be deem- 
ed an enemy tg this his majefly’s ce- 
lony. 


A BESO 


Refolutions agreed to by the houfe of 
affembly of the province of Penn- 
Sylvania, relative tothe famp-ad, 
S-ptember 21, 1765. 


fi are houfe taking into confider- 
ation, that an att of parliament 
has lately paffed in England, for im- 
pofing certain ftamp-duties, and other 
duties on his majelty’s fubjetitsin A- 
merica, whereby they conceive fome 
of their moft effential and valuable 
rights as Britith fubjetts, to be deeply 
afietted, think it a duty they owe to 
themfelves, and their pofterity, to 
come to the following refolutions, 
Viz. 

Refolved, nem. con, that the aflems 
blies of this province have, from time 
to time, whenever requifitions have 
been made by his majefty, for carry- 
ing on military operations for the 
defence of America, molt chearfully 
and liberally contributed their full 
proportion of men and money for 
thofe fervices, 

Refolved, nem. con, that whenever 
his maiefty’s fervice fhall, for the fu- 
rure, require the aids of the inhabi- 
tants of this province, and they fhall 
be called upon for that purpofe, in 
a conititutional way, it will be their 
indifpenfible duty moft chearfully 
and liberally to grant to his majef- 
ty their proportion of men and mo- 
ney, for the defence, fecurity, and 
other public fervices of the Britifh 
American colonies. 

Refolved, nem. con. that the inha- 
bitants of this province are entitled 
to all the rights and privileges of his 
majefty’s fubjects in Great Britain, 
or elfewhere ; and that the conftita- 
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tion of government in this province 
is founded onthe naural nghts of 
mankind, and the noble principles 
of Enghifh hberty ; and theretore 's, 
or ought to be perfectly tree. 

Reiolved, mem. con. tha: it 1s the 
inherent birth-r.gni and indubiable 

rivilege of every Brit.flr fubjeca, vo 
te taxed only by bis own content, or 
tha’ of his legal repefentatives, tn 
conjunttion with his inajefty, or his 
fubltitutes. 

Refolved, nem con. that the only 
Jegal reprefencatives of the nhabi- 
tanis of this province, are the per- 
fons they annually elect to ferve as 
members of aflembly, 

Refolved, therefore, mem. con. 
tha. the taxation of the people ff 
this province, by any other perions 
whatfoever, than fuch their reprefen- 
tatives in aff: mbly, 1s unconititution- 
al, and iubveriive of their moft nau 
Fai rgits. 

Refolved, nem. con. that the laying 
taxes upon the inhabuanis of this 
province :n any other manner, being 
man feftly fubverfive of public hber- 
ty, mutt, of neceflary confequence, 
be utterly defiruttive of public hap- 
pinefs. 

Refolved, nem. con. that the velt- 
ing an authority in the courts of ad- 
miralsy, to decide in fuits relating to 
the flamp duties, and other matters, 
foreign co their proper jurifd:ttion, 1s 
highly dangerous to che liberties of 
his majefly’s American fubjetts, con- 
trary to magna charta, the great char- 
ter and fountain of Englifh liberty, 
and deftructive of one of their moft 
darling and acknowleaged rights, 
that of trials by juries. 

Refolved, nem. con, that it is the 
epinion of this houfe, that the re- 
firaints impofed by feveral atts of 
parliament on the trade of this pro- 
vince, at atime when the people la- 
bour under an enormous load of debt, 
mult of necefliry be artended with the 
mott faial conicquences, not only to 
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th's province, bur to the trade of oy¢ 
moiher country. 

Retolved, nem. con. that this houfe 
think it their du y ‘nus firmly to af. 
fert, wih modeity and decency, their 
inheren: mghis, chat their polleriy 
may learn and know, that 1 was neg 
with ther confent and acquielcence, 
thar any taxes fhould be levied on 
them by any perions but their owg 
repre(ematives ; and are defitous that 
thefe ther refoives fhould remainon 
their minutes, as a teftimony of the 
zeal and ardent defire o. the prefent 
honfe ot affe mbly to preferve their ine 
efi mable rights, which, as Englith. 
men, they have poflefled ever {ince 
this province was fettled, and to 
tranfmu them to their latelt po 
flerny.”” 


—S @2S>— 


Addrefs of the houfe of delegates of 
Maryland, tothe governer of faid 
province. 


To his excellency Horatio Sharpe, 
efq. governor and commander in 
chief in and over the province of & 

af ae : the humble addrefs of 


the houfe of delegates, 
May it pleafe your excellency, 


WE: his majefty’s moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjefs, the dele 
gates of the freemen of the province 
of Maryland, in affembly convened, 
return your excellency our thanks 
for your fpeech at the opening of 
this feflion ; and beg leave to aflure 
you, that the opportunity your ex- 
cellency has now afforded us, of pro- 
moting the true intereft of our couns 
try, 1s extremely agreeable to us. 
As we have thought it our indif 
penfible duty to our conflituents, at 
this time to appoint a committee of 
fome of our members, to join come 
mitees from the houfes of reprefen- 
tatrrves of the other colonies on the 
conunent, who are to meet in the 
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city of New-York, on the fir Tuef- 
day in October next, in order to join 
in a general and united dutiful, loyal, 
and humble reprefentation to his 
majely and the Britifh parliament, 
of the circumflances and conduion 
of the Britihh colonies and planta- 
tions ; and to implore relief againf 
fome atts of parliament, we are in- 
formed, have Tately. palled in Eng- 
land, whereby, it 1s wath nary. yl 
the liberty of the colonies will be 
greatly abridged, which, wich the 
matters neceflarily relative to, and 
dependent upon it, (wherein we have 
met with fome very unexpected de- 
lays), has fo wholly engroffed our 
attention, that we have not yet even 
fettled any of our ordinary rules for 
proceeding : we cannot doubt but we 
fhall fland excufed for being thus 
late in anfwering your excellency’s 
{peech : and having now very nearly 
completed that affair, and as the next 
mgnth will be chiefly taken up in 


| adjourned county courts, by which 


feveral of our members muff be taken 
from the bufinefs of the houfe, or 
great numbers fuffer by their fuits 
continuing Open at this time, we 
hope your excellency will, as foon as 
the prefent important bufinefs is fi- 
nifhed, give us a fhort recefs of a 
few weeks, that thofe inconveniences 
may be removed, when we fhall be 
very glad to have an opportunity of 
proceeding to the difpatch of the in- 
ierelling matters your excellency has 
been pleafed to recommend to us, and 
to concur with the other branches of 
the leg flature, in every meafure ten- 
ding to produce the general welfare 
of our country, which we are much 
pom to be affured by your excel- 
ency, you alfo confider as your 
own, 


Rosert Lioyon, Speaker, 
Spt. 21, 1765. 


Vol. IIT, 


No. V,. 


The governor's anfwer. 
Gentlemen of the lower boufe of afzmbly. 


As I perceive by your addrefs, 
which hath been juft prefented to me, 
that you are defirous to have a fhort 
recefs of a few weeks, I thall comply 
with your requeft ; but it being pro- 
bable that the flamped paper deftined 
for this province, in confequence of 
the aft of parliament that was made 
laft felhon, by the legiflature of Great- 
Britain, will arrive ate before I fhall 
have an opportunity of advifing with 
you again, and that the mafter of the 
veffel who may have charge thereof, 
will defire me to give orders for its 
being landed, and lodged in a place 
of fecurity, efpecially as the perfon 
appointed to diftribute the flamps 
here, has, I underfland, left the pro- 
vince, I fhould be glad to know how 
you would advife me to a@ on fuch an 
occafion, 


Sept, 28, Horatio SHARPE, 
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Refolutions agreed to by the lower boufe of 
affembly in the province of Maryland, 
September 28, 1765. 


Refolved unanimoufly, that the 
firft adventurers and fetilers of this 
province of Maryland brought with 
them, and tranimined to their pof- 
terity, and all other his majefty’s iub- 
jeQs fince inhabiting in this province, 
all the liberties, privileges, franchi- 
es, and immunities, that at any time 
have been held, enjoyed and pofleffed, 
by the people of Great- Britain. 

Refolved unanimoully, that it was 
granted by magna chatta, and other 
the good laws and flatutes of England, 
and confirmed by the petition and 
bill of rights, that the fubjeé fhonid 
not be compelled to contribute to 
any tax, tallage, aid, or other hike 


aespptrree = et. Sit 


ae Rie 





Queries relative to the famp-att, 


charge, not fet by common confent of 
parhament. 

Refolved unanimoufly, that by a 
royal charter, granted by his majelty 
king Charles I. in the eighth year 
of his reign, and in the year of our 
Lord 1632, to Ceacilius, then lord 
Baltimore, it was, for the escourage- 
ment of people to tranfport them- 
{elves and families into this province 
among other things covenanted an 

ranted dy his faid majelly, for 

umfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, as 
followeth : 

[ Here are recited fuch parts of their 
charter as may be feen in the 10th 
and soth claufes of the Maryland 
charter.] After which they proceed- 
ed thus : 

Refolved that it is the unanimous 
opinion of this houfe, that the faid 
charter is declaratory of the coniliu- 
t:onal righis and privileges of the free- 
men of this province, 

Refolved unanimoufly, that trial 
by jury is the grand bulwark of i- 
beriy, the undoubted birthright of 
every Englifhman, and confequently 
of every Britith fubjett in America : 
and that the eretting other jurifdic- 
tions for the trial of matiers of fat, 
3s unconftitutional, and renders the 
fubje@t infecure in his liberty and 
property, 

Refoived, that it is the unanimous 
opinion of this houfe, that it cannot 
with any truth or propriety be faid, 
that the freemen of this province of 
Maryland are reprefented ia the Bri- 
tlh parliament. 

Retolved unanimoufly, that his 
majeity’s liege people of this ancient 
province, have always enjoyed the 
right of being governed by laws, to 
wkich they themfelves have con‘ented 
in the article of taxes, and internal 

olicy ; and that the fame bath never 
bebo forfeited, or any other way 
vielded up; but hath been conftant- 
ly recognized by the king and people 
of Great Britain. 


Refolved, that it is the unanimons 
opinion of this houfe, that the repre. 
feniatives of the freemen of this pro- 


@ace, in their legiflative capacity, to. 


gether with the other part of the Je. 
giflature, hath the fale right to lay 
taxes and impofitions on the inhabj. 
tants of this province, or their pro. 
perty and effects: and that the lay. 
ing, impofing, levying, or electing 
any tax on or from the inhabitant 
of Maryland, under colour of any 
other authority, is unconflituti 
and a direét violation of the righis 
the freemen of this province, 


—Seea— 


Queries propofed by the chief jukiay 
the fupreme court held at Perth dm. 
boy, to the lawyers of faid com, 
September 20, 1765. 


HETHER, if the lamp 

fhould arrive, and be placed a 
the city of Burlington, by or after the 
fir of November, they would, a 
praclitioners, agree to purchafe them, 
tor the neceflary proceedings in the 
law ? 

Refoived, by the whole body, am. 
con. they would not, but rather fuffer 
their private interell to give wayto 
the public opinion, protefiing at the 
fame time againft all riotous and in- 
decent behaviour, which they will 
difeounienance by every means io 
their power, to preferve order, and 
by an abfolute refufal to make wle 
of the flamps, and other quiet me- 
thods, endeavour to obtain a repeal of 
the law. ; 

Second, Whether it was their op 
nion, that fhould the att take place, 
the duties could pollibly be paid im 
gold and filver ? 

Anfwered by the whole body, It 
could not be paid in gold and fiver 
even for one year. 

Third, Their opinion was delired 
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whether, as the af required the go- place, fir, was at firfl the afylum of 


ernor and chief jultice to fuperintend 

the diftributor, he fhould be obliged 
to take charge of the diflribution of 
the flamps, by order and appointment 
of tke governor, if he fhould think 
proper to fix upon him for that of- 
sce? 


ci 

Anfwered and advifed, not to take 
it upon him, the governor not being 
empowered by the aét to appoint ; or 
if he was, it was left tothe chief juf- 
tice’s option, and that it would be in- 
compatible with his office as chief 
jullice. 

The lawyers alfo of New- Jerfey 
met, and refolved to lofe all their bu- 
finefs, rather than make ule of any 
flainps. 


—@2@22— 


Extra from inftrudtions of theinha- 
bitants of the town of Plymouth to 
Thomas Forfler efq. their reprefen- 
tative in the general affembly of 
Maffachufert’s bay, OF, 21, 1765. 


OU, fir, reprefent a people who 
are not only defcended from 

the firft fettlers of this country, but 
inhabit the very fpot they firlt pof- 
felled. Here was firft laid the foun- 
dation of the Britifh empire in this 
rt of America, which from a very 
mall beginning, has increafed and 
{pread in a manner very furprifing, 
and almoft incredible ; efpecially 
when we confider that all this has 
been effected without the aid or affif- 
tance of any power on earth ; that 
we have defended, protetted, and fe- 
cured ourfelves againft the imvafions 
and cruelty of favages, and the fub- 
ulty and inhumanity of our invete- 
rate and natural enemies the French ; 
and all this without the appropriation 
of any tax by flamps, or flamp atts 
laid upon our fellow fubjeéts in any 
part ofthe king’s dominions, for de- 
fraying the expenies thereof, This 


, try. 


liberty, and we hope will ever be 
preferved facred to it ;though it was 
ther no more than a forlorn wilder- 
nef*, inhabited only by favage men 
and beafls. To this place our fathers 
(whofe memories be revered) poffef- 
fed of the principles of liberty in 
their purity, difdaining flavery, fled 
to enjoy thofe privileges which they 
had an undoubted right to, but were 
deprived of by the hands of violence 
and °R reflion in their nativé coun- 
e, fir, their pofterity, the 
frecholders and other inhabitants of 
this town, legally affembied for that 
purpole, poflefled of the fame fenti- 
ments, and reiaining the fame ardour 
for liberty, think it our indifpeniable 
duty, on this occafion, to exprefs to 
you thefe our fentiments of the flamp 
aft, and its fatal confequences to this 
country, and to enjoin upon you, as 
you regard not only the welfare, 
but the very being of this people, 
that you (coniiflent with our aile- 
giance to the king, and relation to 
the government of Great Britain) 
difregarding all propofals for that 
parvele, exert all your power and in- 

uence in relation to the flamp att, 
at leaft until we hear the fuccefs of our 
petitions for relief, We likewife, to 
avoid difgracing the memories of our 
anceflors, as well as the reproaches 
of our own conf{ciences and the curfes 
of pofterity, recommend it to you to 
obtain, if poflible, in the honourable 
houfe of reprefentatives of this pro- 
vince, a full and explicit affertion of 
our rights, and to have the fame en- 
tered on their public records that all 
generations yct to come, may be con- 
vinced, that we have not only a juit 
fenfe of our rights and liberties, but 
that we never (with fabm:tlion to di- 
Ving providence) will be flaves to any 
power of earth ; and as we have at 
all times an abhorrence of tumulrs 
and diforders, we think ourfelves 
happy in being at prefent under no 
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apprehenfions of any, and in having 
good and wholefome laws fufficient 
to preferve the peace of the province 
in all fuiure times, unlefs provoked 
by fome imprudent meafure : fo we 
think it by no means it advifeable for 
you to interefR yourfelf in the pro- 
teftion of flamp papers, or flamp 
officers. 

The only thing we have further to 
recommend to you at this time, 1s 
to obferve on all occafions a fuitable 
frugality and economy in the public 
expenfes ; and that you confent to no 
unneceflary or unufual grant at this 
time of diflrefs, when the le are 
groaning under the burden of heavy 
taxes ; and that you ufe your endea- 
vours to enquire into, and bear telli- 
mony againit, any paft and to prevent 
ary fuiure wecaniivaanl drafs on 
the public treafury. 


i QS @ ~~ 
The American crifis. No 1. 


By mr. Thomas Payne.—Publifhed in 
December, 1776. 


"THESE are the times that 


men’s fouls. The fummer fol- 


try 


dier and the funthine patriot will, 
in this crifis, fhrink from the fervice 
of his country: but he that flands 
it now, deferves the thanks of man 
and woman, Tyranny, like hell, is 
not eafily conquered: yet we have 
this confolation with us, that the 
harder the confli@, the more glorious 
the triumph. What we obtain too 
cheap, we efleem too lightly: ‘tis 
deouiats only, that gives every thing 
its value. Heaven knows how to fer 
a proper price upon its goods; and 
it would be firange, indeed, if fo ce- 
Jeflila an article as freedom fhould 
not be highly rated, Britain, with 
an army to enforce her tyranny, has 
declared, that fhe has a right, not 
only te tax, but “ to bind us an all 


_eight months earlier 
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cafes whatfoever :’’ and 
bound in that manner is not flavery 
there is not fuch a thing as flavery 
upon earth, Even the exorefhon is 
impious: for fo unlimined 2 power 
can belong only to God, 

Whether the independence of the 
continent was declared too foon, of 
delayed too long, I will not now en. 
ter into as an argument: my ows 
fimple opinion is, that had it bees 
it would have 
been much better, We did not make 
a proper ufe of lafl winter ; neither 
could we, while we were in a depen. 
dent fituation. However, the faul, 
if it were one, was all our own : we 
have none to blame but our fe!ves®, 
But no great deal is loft yet: all thx 
Howe has been doing for this mon) 
pall, is rather a ravage than a com 
queit, which the fpirit of the Jeries 
a year ago, soos have quickly te 
pulfed, and which time and a litte 
refolution will foon recover. 

I have as little fuperftition in m 
as any man living: but my feces 
opinion has ever been, and fill ix, 
that God will not give up a peopk 
to military deftruétion, or leave then 
unfupportedly to perith, who had 
fo earnefily and fo repeatedly fought 
to avoid the calamities of war, by 
every decent method which wifdes 
could invent, Neither have J fo muck 
of the infidel in me, as to fuppole 
that he has relinquifhed the govers- 
ment of the world, and given us w 
to the care of devils: and as 1 do 
not, I cannot fee on what ground: 


if being 


NOTE, 


* The prefent winter is worth a 
age, if rightly employed: but i 
loft, Or negietied, the whole conti- 
nent will partake of the evil: and 
there ts no punifhment that mas 
does not deferve, be he who, of what, 
or where he will, that may be te 
means of facrficing a feafon fo pre 
cous and uleful, 
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be king can look upto heaven for 
help againfl us, A common murderer, 
a highwayman, or a houle-breaker, 
has as good a pretence as he, 

Lis furprifing to fee how rapidly 
a panic will fometimes tun through a 
coumry. All nations and ages have 
been fubjett to them, Britain has 
yembied like an aguc, at the report 
of a Feench flect of flat-bottomed 
twats : and inthe fourteenth century, 
de whole Enghth army, after rava- 
yng the kingdom of France, was 
jriven back, hke men petnhed with 
fear: and this brave exploit, was 
serformed by a few broken forces, 
collefied and headed by a woman, 
Joan of Arc. Would that heaven 

ght — fome Jerf% maid to 
(pra up her countrymen, and fave 
her fair fellow fullerers from ravage 
and ravthment! Yet panics, im 
fom: cafes, have their ules: they 
roduce as much good as hart. Theie 
Lusties is always fhon : the mind 
faon grows through them, and acqurres 
afirmer habit than before, But their 
peculiar advantage is, that they are 
the touchfones of fincerity and hy- 
pocrify, and bring things and men 
tolght, which might otherwife have 
lain for ever undifeovered. In fart, 
they have the fame effect upon fecret 
trators, which an imaginary appari- 
tion would upon a private murderer, 
They fift out the private thoughts 
of man, and hold them up in public 
to the world, Many a difpuited tory 
has lately fhown his head, that thall 
pesitentially folemnize with curfes 
the day on which Hlowe arriwed 
wpon the Delaware. 

As I was with the troops at Fort 
Lee, and marched with them to the 
edge of Pennfylvania, | am well 
acquainted wah many circumilances, 
which thofe, who liwed at a diflance, 
know liule or nothing of, Our firwa- 
ten there was exceedingly cramped, 
the place being ona marrow neck of 
land, between the North river and 


rT 


the Hackinfack. Our force was in- 
confiderable, being not one fourth 
fo great as Howe could being 
agamit us. We had fo army aft 
hand, w have reliewed the garr. 
fon, bad we thut eurfelves op, and 
flood on the defence. Quer amenuni- 
trom, ight artillery, and the bell part 
of our llores, had been removed, upon 
the apprchenfion thar Howe would 
endeavour to penetrate the jerfies, 
in which cale Fort Lee could have 
been of no ule to wt: for nt mull 
occur to every thinking man, whe- 
ther in the army or not, that thele 
kinds of ficld-forts are only fir for 
temporary purpofes, and lait in ule 
no longer than the enemy dircite his 
force agwoll the particular objett 
which fuch for were rated to de- 
fend. Such was our fiweton and 
condition at Fort Lee, on the mor- 
ning of the twentieth of November, 
when an officer arrived with infor- 
mation, that the enemy, wuh two 
hundred boats, had landed about 
feven of exght miles above. Major- 
geveral Greene, who commanded 
the garnion, wmmediately ordered 
them under arms, and fent exprefs to 
his excellentcy general W alhington, ac 
the town of Hackinfack, dant, by 
way of tho ferry, fx miles. Our 
ach obyelt wa two lecure the bridge 
over the Hack mfack, which lay up 
the river, berwren the enemy and ux, 
about fix avles from us, and three 
from them. General wathington ar- 
rived im about three avarters of an 
hour, and marched a: the head of 
the troop to the bredge, winch place 
I experted we fhould have « broth 
five however, they def not choele 
to dil tte tt wah us 
ef part of ur ifeeps weet overt ihe 
brdge, the refl ower the ferry, on 
cept fome which pafled ac a moll, on 
a fall creek, between the bridge 
and the ferry, ard made thee 


: anel the great- 


Woy 


eve eh tame ear tiny ground, up te 
the town of Hachkiofack, and 


tacre 
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pafled the river, We brought off as 
much baggage as the waggons could 
contain : the reft was loft. The fim- 
ple objett was to bring off the garri- 
fon, and to march them on till they 
could be ftrengrhened by the Jerfey 
or Pennfylvamia militia, fo as to 
be enabled to make a fland. We 
flaid four days at Newark, colletted 
in our out-polts, with fome of the 
Jerfey miltia, and marched out 
twice to meet the enemy, on infor- 
mation of their being advancing, 
though our numbers were greatly in- 
ferior to theirs. General Howe, in 
my opinion, committed a great errot 
in generallhip, in not throwing a 
body of forces off from Straten 
Ifland through Amboy, by which 
means he might have fe:zed all our 
flores at Bronfwick, and intercepted 
our march into Pennfylvania. But 
if we believe the power of hell to 
be limited, we muft likewife believe 
that their agentS are under fome pro- 
vidential controul, 

I fhall not now attempt to give 
all the particulars of our retreat 
to the Delaware. Suffice it for the 
prefent to fay, that both officers and 
men, though greatly harraffed and 
fatigued, frequently without relt, 
covering, or provifion, the inevitable 
confequences of a long retreat, bore 
ijt witha manly and a martial fpirit. 
All. their withes were one; which 
was, that the country would turn 
out, and help them to drive the ene- 
my back. Voltaire has remarked, 
that king William never appeared 
to full advantage, but in difficulties 
and in aftion, Fhe fame remark may 
be made on general Wathing‘on, for 
the character fits him, There is a na- 
tural firmnefs in fome minds, which 
cannot be unlocked by trifles; bur 
which, when unlocked, difeovers a 
cabinet of fortitude : and T reckon it 
among thofe kind of public bleifings 
which we do nor immediately fee, 


that God hath biefled bim with unin- 
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terrupted health, and given him a 
mind that can even floutith upon care 

1 fhatl conclude this paper with 
fome mifcellaneous remarks on the 
ftate of our affairs ; and fhall begin 
with afking the following queftion: 
why is it that the enemy hath left the 
New England provinces, and made 
thefe middle Ones the feat of war? 
‘Lhe anfwer is eafy : New-England 
is not infefted with tories, and we 
are. I have been tender in raifing the 
cry againft thefe men, and ufed nop. 
berle{s arguments to fhow them ther 
danger: but it will not do to fact. 
fice a world to either their folly « 
their bafenefs. The périod is now x 


“rived, in which exnther they or ve 


muft change our fentiments, or om 
or both mutt fall, And what is aw. 
ry ? good God ! what is he ? I thouif 
not be afraid to go with an hundred 
whigs againft a thoufand tories, wee 
they to attempt to get into arm, 
Every tory is a coward ; fora fervile, 
flavifh, felf-interefted fear is th 
foundation of toryifm; and a ma 
under fach inflaence, though he ma 
be cruel, never can be brave, 

But before the line of irrecovers 
ble feparation may be drawn between 
us, let us reafon the matter together; 
your condué is an invitation to the 
enemy ; yet not oe in a thoufand of 
you has heart enough to join him 
Howe is as much deceived by you, a 
the American caufe is injuced by you 
He expetts you will all take up arm 
and flock to his Nlandard with muf- 
kets on your fhoulders. Your opi- 
nions are of no ufe to him, unlef 

ou fupport hun perfonally ; for tt 
1s foldiers, and not toriés, that he 
wants, 


1 once felt all that kind of anger, 
which aman ought to fell, againt 
the mean principles that are held by 


the tories, A noted one, who kept? 
tavern at Amboy, was flanding at his 
door, with as pretty a child in his 
hand, about eight or nine years old, 
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as moft Tever faw; and after {peak- 
ing his wind as freely as he thought 
was prudent, finifhed with this unta- 
therly expreflion, ** well, give me 
peace in my day.” Not aman lives 
on the continent, but fully believes 
that feparation muil fome time or 
other finally take place, anda gene- 
rous parent would have faid, ‘* if 
there mult be trouble, let it be in my 
day, that my child may have peace ;”’ 
and this fingle reflection, weil applied, 
is fulicient to awaken every man to 
duty. Not a place upon earth might 
be fo happy as America. Fler fitu- 
ation is remote from all the wrang- 
ling world, and fhe has nothing to do 
but to trade with them, A man may 
eafily diftinguifh in himfelf between 
temper and’ principle, ard 1 am as 
contident as Tam that Ged governs 
the world, that America will never 
be happy ull the gets clear of foreign 
domimon, Wars, without ceafing, 
will break out till that period arrives, 
and the cootinent mufl, in the end, 
be conqueror ; for, though the flame 
of liberty may fometimes ceafe to 
fhine, the coal never can expire. 
America did not, nor does not 
want force ; but fhe wanted a proper 
application of that force. Waifdom 
ys not the purchafe of a day, and it 
is no wonder we fhould err at firlt fer- 
tng off, From an excefs of tender- 
nels, we were unwilling to raife an 
army, and trufted our caufe to the 
temporary defence of a well meaning 
miliiia. A fuinmer’s experience has 
now taught ws better; yet wih thofe 
troops, while they were colle¢ied, we 
were able to fet bounds to the pro- 
erefs of the enemy ; and, thank God! 
they are again afiembling. I always 
confidered a militia as the belt troops 
inthe world for a fudden exertion, 
but they will not do fora long cam- 
paen, Howe, it is probable. will 
make an attempt on thts city; fhould 
he fail on this fide the Delaware, he 
is ruined; if he fucceeds, our caule 


is not ruined. He flakes all on his 
fide agaimth a part on ours ; admit- 
ting he fucceeds, the confequence will 
be, that armies from both ends of the 
continent will march to affill their 
fulfering friends in the middle flates ; 
for he cannot go every where; it is 
impoflible, I confider Howe as the 
prover enemy the tories have ; he is 
ringing a war into their own coune 
try, which, had it not been for him 
and parily for themfelves, they had 
been clear of. Should he now be ex- 
pelled, I w:th, with all the devotion 


‘of a chriftian, that the names of 


whig and tory may never more be 
mentioned ; but fhould the tories give 
him encouragement to come, or af- 
filtance if he come, I as fincerely wilh 
that our next year’s arms may expel 
them from the continent, and the 
congre{s appropriate their poffellons 
to the relief of thofe who have fuf- 
fered in well-doing. A fingle fuccefs- 
ful batile next year will fettle the 
whole, America will carry on a two- 
years war by the confifcation of the 
property of difaifeGted perfons, and be 
made happy by their expulfion. Say 
not that this is revenge: call it rae 
ther the foft refentment of a fuffering 
people, who, having no objeft in view 
but the good of all, have itaked theie 
own all upon a feemingly doubrful 
event. Yet itis folly to argue againft 
determined hardnefs: eloquence may 
firikke the ear, and the languaye of 
forrow draw forth the tear ef com- 
allion, bute nothing can reach the 
Sone that is fleeled with prejudice, 
Quitting this clafs of men, I turn, 
with the warm ardour of a friend, to 
thofe who have nobly flood, and are 
yei determined to fland the matter 
out, I cali not upen afew, but upon 
all; not on this flare, or that ftate, 
but on every flate. Up and help us, 
Lay your fhoulders to the wheel. 
Better have too much force than too 
hutle, when fo great an objettis at 
flase. Let it be told tothe furure 
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world, that in the depth of winter, 
when nothing but hope and virwe 
could furvive, that the city and 
the country, alarmed at one com:non 
danger, came forth to meet and to 
repulfe u. Say not that thoufands are 
gone: turn out your tens of thou- 
fands: throw not the burden of the 
day upon providence, but fhow your 
faith by your good works, that God 
may blefs you. It matters not where 
you live, or what rank of life you 
hold; the evil or the bleffing will 
reach you all, The far and the near, 
the hom: counties and the back, the 
rich and the poor, fhall fuffer or re- 
joice alike. “Ihe heart that feels not 
now, is dead. The blood of his chil- 
dren fhall curfe his cowardice, who 
fhrinks back at a time when a little 
might have faved the whole and made 
them happy. I love the man that can 
{mile in trouble—that can gather 
ftrength from dittrefs, and grow brave 
by reflexion. It is the bufinefs of 
hittle minds to fhrink ; but he, whofe 


heart is firm, and whofe confcience 
approves his conduft, will purfue his 
principles unto death. My own line of 
reafoning is to myfelf, as flrait and 


clear as aray of Ight. Not all the 
treafures of the world, fo far as I be- 
lieve, could have induced me to fup- 
port an offenfive war; for I think it 
murder: but if a thief break into 
my houfe—burn and deflroy my pro- 
perty, and kill, or threaten to kill 
me and thofe that are in it, and to 
** bind me in all cafes whatfoever,”’ 
to his abfolure will, am I to fuffer it P 
What fign fies it to me, whether he 
who does it, isa king or a common 
man; my countryman, or not my 
countryman ; whether it is done by 
an individual villain, or an army of 
them ? If we reafon to the root of 
things, we fhall find no difference ; 
neiiher can any jult caule be afhigned, 
why we fhould punifh in the one cafe 
and pardon in the other. Let them 
cell me rebel, and welcome; I fee} 


- 


no concern from it; but I fhould fuf. 
fer the mifery of devils, were | to 
make a whore of my foul, by {wear. 
ing allegiapce to one whofe charafer 
is that of a fottifh, flup:d, fubborn, 
worthlefs, brutifh man. I| conceive 
likewife, a horrid idea in receivin 
mercy from a being, who at the lai 
day, fhall be fhrieking to the rocks and 
mountains to cover him, and fleeing 
with terror from the orphan, the wi. 
dow, and the {lain of America. 
There are cafes which cannot be 
overdone by language ; and this js 
one, There are perfons too, who 
fee not the full extent of the evi 
that threatens them, They folag 
themfe!ves wth hopes, that the enc 
my, if they ~aurteas § will be merci 
ful. It is the madnefs of folly, t 
ite mercy from thofe who hate 
refufed to do jultice : and even mer 
cy, where conquelt is the objet, is 
only a trick of war. The cunning 
of the fox is as murderous as the 
violence of the wolf, and we ough 
to be equally on our guard agamnt 
both. Howe’s firft objett is parily by 
threats, and partly by promifes, to 
terrify or feduce the people to give 
up their arms, and rece:ve mercy, 
The miniliry recommended the fam: 
pian to Gage : and this is what the 
tories call making their peace--“ a 
** peace which paffeth all underftand- 
ing,” indeed. A peace which would 
be the immediate forerunner of a 
worfe ruin than any we have yet 
thought of. Ye men of Pennfylva- 
nia, do reafon upon thofe things! 
Were the back ceunties to giveup 
their arms, they would fall an ca‘y 
prey to the Indians, who are all 
armed, This, perhaps, is what fome 
tories would not be forry for, Were 
the home counties to deliver up theit 
arms, they would be expofed so the 
refennment of the back counties, who 
would then have it in their power 
chafhife their defettion at pleafure. 
And were any one flate to give vp 
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its arms, that flate muft be \garrifon- 
ed by all Howe’s army of Britons 
and Heffians, to preferve it from 
the anger of the reff. Mutual fear 
is a principal link in the chain of 
mutual love, and woe be to that 
flace that breaks the compatt, Howe 
js mercifully inviting you to a barba- 
rous deftru@ion, and men mult be 
either rogues or fools that will not 
fee it. I dwell not upon the vapours 
of imagination. I bring reafon ‘to 
your ears; and in language as plain 
as A, B, C, hold up truth to your 


eyes. 

1 thank God, that I fear not, I 
fee no real caufe for fear, I know 
our fituation well, and can fee the 
way out of it, While our army was 
collefed, Howe dared not. rilk a 
battle: and it is no credit to him, 
that he decamped from the White 
Plains, and waited a mean opportu- 
nity to ravage the defencelefs inden : 
but it is great credit to us, that, with 
an handful of men, we fuftained an 
orderly retreat for near an hundred 
iniles, brought off our ammunition, 
all our field pieces, the geeareft part 
of our flores, and had four rivers to 
pafs. None can fay, that our retreat 
was precipitate: for we were near 
three weeks in performing it, that 
the country might have time to come 
in. Twice we marched back to meet 
the enemy, and remained out tll 
dark, The fign of fear was not feen 
in our camp: and had not fome of 
the cowardly and difatlected mhabi- 
tants fpread falfe alarms through the 
country, the Jerfies had never been 
ravaged. Once more, we are again 
colletied and colletting, Our new 
army, at both ends of the continent, 
is recruiting faft: and we fhall be 
able to open the next campaign wiih 
fixty thoufand men, well armed and 
cloched. ‘This is our fitua ion—and 
who will, may know it. By perfeve- 
rance and fortitude, we have the 
profpect of a glorious ilue 3 by cow- 
Vol, III, No. V. 


ardice and fubmiffion, the fad choice 
of a variety of evils—a_ ravaged 
country—a depopulated city-—habi- 
tations without fafety—and flavery 
without hope--our homes turned 
into barracks and bawdy-houfes for 
Heflians—and a fuiwre race to pro- 
vide for, whofe fathers we hall 
doubt of ! Look on this pitiure, and 
weep over it! and if there yet re- 
mains one thoughilefs wretch, who 
believes it not, let him fuller « ua- 
lamented, 


—2 2 @— 
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HEN the fir American fleet 

was fitted out, under che 
command of commodore Hopkins, 
it was expected it would not have 
been able to fail for want of {ca- 
lanterns of a particular conftructions 
The next poft, after a difcovery of 
this want, brought news that captain 
Manly had fent into one of the 
New England ports, a prize, with 
exactly the number and kind of lane 
terns which were wanied, 


[IN the fecond or third year of the 

war, two thoufand mufkets were 
wanted for a pariicular fervice, ‘The 
congrefs fpent teveral hours in devif- 
ing ways and means to procure them. 
While mr. Wilfon, of Pennfylvania, 
was {peaking upon the fubjett, and 
propoting a method of obtaining 
them, which was both uncertain and 
diftrefling, the door-keeper to con- 
grefs called him out, .and introduced 
him toacaptain of a vellel, who had 
jut arrived, After a few minutes 
converfation with him, mr, Wailfon 
returned, and terminated the bufinefs 
before congrefs, by informing them, 
that a veflel had jut ariived, with 
two thoufand mufkets on board, oa 
account ofthe unucd fates, 
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MOUNT VERNON, 


An Ode—Written by Col, Humphreys, 
Infcribed to General Wathington, 


Y broad Potowmack’s azure tide, 
Where Vernon’s mount, in fylvan pride, 


Difplays its beauties far 
Great Wathington to peaceful fhades, 
Where no unhallow’d wiih invades, 
Retir’d from fields of war, 


Angels might fee, with joy, the fa 
Who taught the battle chen to mo 
Or quench’d its fpreading flame 
On works of peace employ that hand, 
AVhich wav’d the blade of high command, 
And hew’d the path to fame, 


Tet others fing his deeds in arms, 

A nation fayd, and conquelt’s charms : 
Pofterity fhall hear, 

*Twas mine, return’d from Europe’s courts, 

To fhare his thoughts, partake his fports, 
And foothe his partal ear, 


To thee, my friend, thefe lays belong: 

‘Thy happy feat infpires my fong, 
With gay, perennial blooms, 

‘With fruitage fair, and cool retreats, 

W hofe bow’ry wildernefs of {weets 
The ambient air perfumes, 


Here {pring itsearlieft buds difplays 

Here lateft on the leaflefs {prays, , 
The plumy people fing ; 

‘The vernal fhow’r, the rip’ning year, 

Th’ autumnal ftore, the winter drear 
For thee new pleafures bring. 


Here lapp’d in philofophic eafe, 
Within thy walks, beneath thy trees, 
Amidft thine ample farms, 

No vulgar converfe heroes hold, 
But paft or future fcenes unfold, 
& dwell on nature’s charms. 


What wondrous era have we feen, 
Plac’d on this ifthmus, half between 
A rude and polifh’d flate ! 
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We faw the war tempeftuous rife, 
In arms a world, in blood the fkies, 
In doubt anempire’s fate, 


The ftorm is calm’d, feren’d the heav’n, 
And mildly o’er the climes of ev’n, 
Expands th’ imperial day ; 
** O God, the fource of light fupreme, 
S* Shed on our dufky morn a gleam, 
** To guide our doubrful way ! 


** Reflrain, dread pow’r, our land from criems £ 
** What feeks, tho’ bleft beyond all times, 
** So querulous an age P 
*€ What means to freedom fuch difguft, 
** Of change, of anarchy the Juft, 
“The ficklenefs and Tage °” 


So fpake his country’s friend, with fighs, 
To find that country ftill defpife 

The legaey he gave— 
And half he fear’d, his toils were vain, 
And much that man would court a chain, 


And live through vice a flave, 


A tranfient gloom oe’rcaft his mind = 
Yet, ftillon providence reclin’d, 
The patriot fond believ’d,; 
That pow’r benign too much had done, 
To leave an empire’s tafk begun, 
ImperfeGly atchiev’d, 


Thus buoy’d with hope, with virtue bleft,. 
Of ev’ry human blifs poffeft, 
He meets the happier hours ; 
His fkies affume a lovelier blue, 
His profpeéts brighter rife to views. 
And fairer bloom his flow’rs. 


H(@PO@O+ 


The fhield of Achilles, tranflated from the Creek 
of Homer. Iliad XVIII, By the tlate dr. Ladd. 


HEN form’d the artift-god, by fkill divine, 
Th’ enormous work, and bade the furface fhine 5 
A filver chain: fufperids the glowing thield, 
And three rich circles glitter round the field, 
Broad and five-fold of {pacious plates ’twas made, 
Where the great mafter all his art ngs Sh : 
Heav’n, earth, and feain wond’rous order fhone, 
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The full round moon, and the unwearied fun; 
The burning flars that o’er Olympus rife, ' 
Crown the high heav’ns, and gliter in the fkies, 
Pletads and Hyads, and refulgent there 

Shone great Orion, with the conflant bear, 

(Ofte call’d the’ Wain) the flar that never laves 
Her glowing axle in’ old ocean’s waves, 

But wherkag round the pole with conitant light, 
Keeps the red dog-flas ever in her fight. 

‘Two cities. next‘the aruft’s hand difplay’d, 
Where nuptial fealts and feflivals were made ; 
‘The {powfes from the bridal chambers came, 

Led thro” their city by the torch’s flame ; 

From ev’ry ‘mouth foft hymeneals found, 

The rapid youths in circling dances.bound, 
Breathe the {weet Bute, and tune the filver lyre, 
From every porch the female crouds admire, 

The market next contain’d a gather’d croud, 

Where two difpute, contentions and aloud : 

A murd’rer he, from whofe polluted hands, 

‘To urge the fire, his flern accufer flands: 

Fle pleads the payment made, and both demand 
Impartial jultice’ from fome Judge’s hand ; 

Th’ applauding croud their acclamations rais’d,. 
And ~~ -* rea rag pelle gp rais’d, 
While facred her t tful a ound, 
Suill’d the loud fhouts, and rang’d the peopl round 
On feats of polith’d flone, to hear the cafe, 

The rev’rend elders fill’d the middle place ; 
Each in his turn, flow rifing from his feat, 

The fceptre wav’d, and govern’dthe debate ; 
Two golden talents in the midit were laid, 

And his the prize who better judgment made. 

The other town two glitr’ring holts belieg’d + 
There flath’d their armour, there the battle rag’d = 
Both difagreed, if better to decide 
one city’s — or the fpoil ee 

fean time the pris’ners feeretly e 
For fudden ambuth, and hapunia Wan. 

While, lefi betiind che walls, their city’s aid, 
The fires, the matrons, and the children Maid : 
Fierce at their head, Mars and Minerva came, 
The gods of gold in golden armour flame ; 
They move diflinguifh’d by fuperior height, 
More {weet proportions, and a Blaze of light. 


Now attheir flandthey come, a river’s brink, 
Where lowing herds and thirfly cattle drink ; 

Hid by their thields, the margin’d ftream they line 
‘Two fpies, at diftance, watch the lowing kine ; 
The num'’rous cattle, and white flocks appear, 
Slowly they move, two fhepherds im the rear 5 
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They tune their dulcet reeds, and all the way 
Sufpett no danger, thoughilefs as they play. 
Now fwift in view the rulbing foe appear’d, 
They kill the fwains, and cagtivate the herd ; 
The difiant bands, rous’d at the thrill owery, 
Ontbund'ring courfers to the baitle fly. 
Then {pears to {pears, the dilf’ring hofls engay'd, 
Loud roar’d the war, and fierce the battle rag'd ; 
Fate and loud tumult thake the echoing heath, 
And difcord bufy ia the work of death. 
There might you fee the cruel Parca’s hand 
Drag the dead foldier thro’ the bloody band 5 
One pierc’d with deadly wounds befde her bled, 
Her flee! flath'd lightning o’er another’s head, 
ve im with blood the vat vane tore, 

r flain’d garments drop’d with human gore, 
Each form appear'd, upon the wond’rows thieid, 
To live, to move, to battle o’er the field : 
You’dthink the figures really drew ther dead ; 
That the gold liv’d, and that the filver bled. 

A large deep furrow’d held was next difplay'd, 


W here thrice the ploughthare had unbound the glade. 


Their ufeful seam the {weating lab’rers feer, 
And move on ev'ry fide the ftubborn thare ; 
Till, as they turn to end each furrow’d line, 
They meet the goblet foaming o'er with wine. 


Chear'd with the draught,’a backward courfe they bend, 


And eager haflen to the next land’s end ; 

The held ( Vulcanian art) was form'd of gold, 

But black bebind, the turn’d-up farrows roll'd, 
Another held the god-like hand engrav'd, 

Where yellow corn bigh o'er the furface wav'd : 

Each reaper bending, handled the tharp ‘teel, 

The fwarths in thick and equal furrows fell ; 

Three fleady lab’rers fland.in att to bind 

The thick-flrewn corn, and follow clole bebind ; 

While panting children carry to be bound 

The thin loofe fwarths that fcatter on the 

Amidft the heaps the maller takes bis fan 

With Gilent joy, a feepire in his hand : 

Diftans from thefe his houfehold fland, and there 

‘The feail beneath a fhadowy oak prepare ; 

The vitiim ox they hold—and women knead 

Their cates of wheaten flour—the reaper’s meed, 
A vineyard next beneath his hand arofe, 

In rip'ning gold the yellow vintage glows ; 

The dark plump grapes in heavy clullers reff 

On of fiver, ane to be prefi.”” 

A dilf’rent metal clofes ai) wuhin, 


A darken'd wench, and pallifades of tin ; 
One narrow path leads winding to ‘be place, 
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Thro’ which the lab’rers to the vineyard pafs 5 
With woven bafkets, forming ina line, 
The youths and maidens bear the latent wine, 
*Midft thefe a youth attunes the trembling itrings, 
Old Linus’ fong the charming lyrift fings ; 
They dance refponfive to the tuneful found 
All join in chorus, and the fong goes round, 
ow herds of gold appear; the oxen tall 

Fret their heads, and bellow from the ital, 
Hafte to the meadows, where with ftunning found, 
The rapid. torrent thunders thro’ the ground. 
Four herdimen follow, glitt’ring in the gold, 
And nine large mattiffs, terrible and bold. 
Two thaggy lions feizea bull, In vain 
He roars, he ftruggles, dragg’d acrofs the plain ; 
They tear his entrails, and they quaff the gore, 
While fwift to refcue, dogs and herdfmen pour ; 
In vain the herdfmen hearten them to rage, 
The dogs bark diftant, fearful to engage. 

Next a fair fcene the ravifh’d eye beholds : 
A beauteous valley to the fight unfolds ; 
White, fnowy flocks of fleecy fheep are here, 
And folds, and fheds, and cottages appear, 

Then form’d the mafter hand the fmooth advance, 
‘And various figure of the waving dance : 
Such Ariadne, beauteous queen, beheld 
In Gnoflus court, by Daedalus reveal’d ; 
There hand in hand the youths and maidens join, 
Form the {weet wave, and undulate the line ; 
The youths in glofly thining filks appear, 
The beauteous maidensin the white cymar ; 
Fair wreaths of flow’rs their lovely locks embrace, 
‘The youthful band the golden falchions grace ; 
All gaily at their fides, with graceful fwing 
They hang fufpended by a filver firing. 
Here {wift they move, and rapid as they fly, 
The varying forms feem blended in the eye. 
Whirl’d ina circle flies the giddy reel, 
As on its centre turnsthe rapid wheel, 
(His finifh’d labour when the potter tries,) 
And all too rapid for the fight it flies : 
At once they move, thro’ devious mazes meet, 
And wind away the dance with meafur’d feet : 
Unnumber’d crouds enjoy the pleafing fight, 
And gaze the revelseager with delight. 
In a€tive feats two nimble tumblers bound, 
While the whole circle bears the fong around, 

Thus grew the mighty fhield ; around the verge 
Pour’d the great ocean with its rapid furge ; 
He made the deep its whole circumf’rence lave, 
sAnd {mooth againft it beat the filver wave, 
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Temefwar, Feb. 11. 
HE fiege of Belgrade will not 
commence until March; it is 
mifhed with 600 cannon ; the gar- 
fon confifls of more than 15,000 
aniflaries. 


Warfaw, Feb. 23. 
We learn from Kaminieck, that the 
uftrian general offered the pacha of 
hoczim, the moft honourable terms 
f capitulation for himfelf and people 
nder him, if he would furrender the 
lace before the arrival of the Ruf- 
ns; who, he faid, would carry fire 
d {word wherever they found any 
fiflance. The pacha required twelve 
days to give a final anfwer, but at 
he fame time faid, that he and the 
eople were faithful fervants of the 
ultan, and if they were attacked, 
ould defend themfelves. The fame 
propofals have been made by the Au- 
firians on the frontiers of Moldavia, to 
the Ottoman commanders of firong 
places in that principality, : 
March 1. When the imperial de- 
caration of war was publifhed in 
the Ortoman army, many of the 


troops are faid to have marched 
home. 


Harmburgh, Marck 4. 

The court of Vienna has not yet 
publifhed the difpatches received from 
the prince of Saxe Cobourg, comman- 
der in chief in the Buckowine; a part 
of the army under him, in Mol- 
davia, paffed the river Pruth, in or- 
der to take advantage of the fortrefs 
of Choczim. On this occafion, a ve- 
ry lively fkirmifh took place between 
the advanced guard of that corps, and 
a large body of Tecan: who, after an 
oblflinate refiftance, and the lofs of 
fome thoufand men, were obliged to 
make a hafly retreat to Choczim. 
The fofs on the fide of the Auftrians 
was not le{s confiderable ; particular- 


oe the three battalions of Palegrini 
harles of Tufcany, and of Samue 
Giulay, which fulfered greatly. This 
news not having been confirmed at 


Vienna, was confidered as rather 
doubtful. 


London, Feb. 21, 

We learn that the treaty between 
Britain, Berlin, and the united flates, 
is put into fuch a train of fettlement, 
that there are hopes of its being final- 
ly concluded before the meeting of 
parliament, With this union, there is 
no doubt but we may {peak with fo 
decifive a tone to every kingdom of 
Europe, that we may hold at nought 
their combinations, however threat- 
ening. 

March 1, Died, on the o1ft of Ja- 
nuary laft, aged 67 years and two 
months, Charles Edward Lewis Cafi- 
mer Stewart, who, fince the death of 
his father in 1765, affumed the title 
of king of England, but commonly 
known on the continent by the name 
of the chevalier de St. George, and 
in England by that of the young 
Pretender. 

March 20. That the views of the 
French nation are placed upon fome 
great future acquifition in India, 
cannot be doubted, from its prefent 
eflablifhment, fo fuperior to the pro- 
teflion of its poffellions, as to incur 
a conflant expenfe to their govern- 
ment to fupport them. Not lefs than 
a million of dollars, (224,000l.) was 
fent out to Pondicherry, in 1785, 
for the purpofe of fortifying that 
city, and paying the troops flationed 
there, although its diffriéis, with 
thofe appendant to Karicat, do not 
annually produce more than three 
lacks of rupees. In Auguft, 1785, 
it was afcertained, that there were 
at Pondicherry and the ifles, up- 
wards of five thoufand regular 
troops: to which, in cafe of war, 
Bourbon could add a-corps of one 
thoufand men, it being the only 
place eaft of the cape, with @ re 
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eropeans, with what  reinforce- 
ments it might receive from home, 
would be unned before even notice 
of iuch an intention could be had at 
Madras : the fituation of the French 
African iflands, out of the line of our 
fhips, favouring expeditions againit 
India, and theie fertility fupplying all 
the vegetables and freth provifions re- 
quired for voyages in tropical clhi- 
mates. : 

The prefent flanding army of 
France is 364,556 troops, 

The Span:th army is eftimated at 
200,000, but the majority of the 
corps perhaps not diltinguifhied by 
either difcipline or doyalty, 

Marcket. Our letters from Hol- 
land, by yefterday’s mail, advife, that 
the partial amnefty which had been 
publifhed by their high mightineffes, 
the flates general, on the recommen- 
dation of the hereditary prince ftadt- 
holder, had caufed great murmurs 
and riots in the province of Holland, 
particularly at Am‘lerdam—in fo 
much, that their high mightineffes 
judged it advifable forthwith to iffue 
one of a more extenfive and liberal 
nature. 

By the laft mail from France, in- 
telligence was received (the mn dnd 
ticity as well as the probability of 
which, however, is doubted) that the 
French court had juft received an 
overland exprefs from India, with the 
important advice, that in che begin- 
ming of December lafl, on the arrival 
of the accounts fent from England of 
the likelthood of a rupture with 
Krance, the governor of Madras took 
fudden poffefion of Pondicherry. 

Although no American agent is 
Rationed at the court of Lifbon, we 
underftand that a treaty of commerce 
has been agitated through the means 
of mr. Adams, between the Portu- 
guefe and the united flares, The only 
obflacle to its accomplifhmenr, refpetts 
the inurodufion of American wheat 


into Portugal, and the eftablif, 
of a free port in one of the well 
iflands, 

Thefe are points anxioully flipy, 
lated on the part of congrefs, but de. 
clared by the Portugued: governmen 
to be incompatible with the treaty 
in exiftence with other powers, who 
are unqueftionably to enjoy what. 
ver may be conceded by any fabs. 
quent arrangements. The pride of 
that court feems a little hurt by the 
difrefpe& which has been thown 
it by the Americans: and the ques 
jocularly obferves, that as fhe was 4. 
ways a whig in her heart, the uni 
flates, in their rage for appointiy 
envoys and ambafladors, might hay 
favoured her with a vit. 

The Spaniards have at length» 
greed to fuffer the Ruflian fleet y 
enter the Mediterranean; this wy 
brought about by the interference d 
the French court. 

Marck 22. ‘Lhe prefbytery of Edin 
burg, through fic Adam Fergufon, tun 
petuioned parliament againit tk 
African flavetrade. 

It is reported that.a very unexpee 
ted change has taken place in te 
politicsof this country, as faras ty 
relate to ournerthern connexions, 

The countefs of Albany, widow 
of the late pretender, enjoys a pe 
fion of fixty -thoufand livres from 
the French treafury. 

The Spaniards are making 
moft aftive preprations in equippiig 
a fleet. The Caitile man of war, # 
the Le Saint Florentine traufpor, 
are ordered immediately from Cuatit 
to the Havannah, with provifion, 
troops, and fome officers, 

The remonfirances from the dif 
ferent parliaments, in favour of U% 
duke of Orleans, M. Sabatier and ¢ 
Froteau, are urging with more it 
portunity. 

A letter from Bruffels, dacd 
March 1, fays, ** The Brabant 
have at length fubmisied, The oe 












cello 
to ag 
vere 
ever, 
your 
cruit 
Prov 
train 
city” 
the | 
to C 
jnco: 
facic 
T 
of ¢ 
unde 
nin, 
ted 
genc 
com 
T 
fery 
cont 
M 
ceiv 
goiht 
who 


ill f 











Ss my 2 
res if0m 


king the 
equi ping) 
war, and 
tranfpon, 
n Cadit 
-ovifions, 


the dif 
ir of tk 
rand at 
nore i 


; daied 


’ 
abantioe 


be cba 


cellor has been among the foremoft 
to agree ta the commands of his fo- 
vereign. The conditions ate, how- 
ever, neither difgraceful nor unfa- 
vourable to the people, All the re- 
cruits, as they are raifed in the Low 
Provinces, are brought here, and 
trained and difciplined ; fo that the 
city begins to look very warlike. All 
the levies will not, however, be fent 
to Germany. Some of them will be 
incorporated among the corps now 
ftacioned in Flanders,” 

The Ruffians have begun the fiege 


of Oczakow. It is from the army 


under the command of prince Rep- 
nin, which is fo advantageoufly pof- 
ted as to have had the firft intelli- 
gence of this event, that the news 
comes, 

The Venetians are refolved to ob- 
ferve a ftritt neutrality in the prefent 
contett between Ruffia and the porte, 

Marck 25. Lewers have been re- 
ceived in town, ftating that on the 
gah inftant, the dauphin of France, 
who had been for fome time in a very 
ili Nate of health, expired at noon, 
at the Chateau d- S.. Louis. No- 
thing more than this has been related, 
and not having received a confirmed 
account of the event, we do not vouch 
for its authenticity. 

The (lates genera! have ordered a 
medal, of 1300 florins value, to be 
prefented to his excellency John 
Adams, the American ambaflador, as 
a teftimony of their approbation of 
his condutt. 

Sir F, Haldimand is talked of to 
fucceed to the governor-generalthip of 
Canada, if lord Dorchefler fhould 
give up, as expected ; his health, as 
it is faid, being too much impaired, to 
bear the viciilitudes of another winter 
in Canada, 

March 30. A {cheme is in agitati- 
on to encourage the general culrure 
of hemp in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, in order to prevent the fums of 
money fent out of the kingdom every 
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year for thofe articles, to Ruffia and 
other places. The encouragement si 
intended to be extended to the Bri- 
tifh colonies : but nothing will be at~ 
temped ull the next year. 

Altnough the various accounts 
from Spain differ, as tu the number 
of thips preparing for fea, at Cadiz, 
and all of them feem ignorant of the 
caufe of this armament, yet ie is 
agreed, that a confiderable ‘number 
of {hips of the line are preparing there, 
and, according to orders, fhould be 
ready by the beginning of April, 
This feems to accord with what lord 
Stormont mentioned laft week inthe 
houfe of peers, 

France has only to keep out of 
the prefent continental difpute, and 
fhe has nothing to apprehend ; for 
let who will gain the day, each way 
will be her gain ; if the Turks cone 
quer, fhe remains in perfeé fecurity 
of the Levant trade ; while on the 
other hand, fhould the imper'alif's be 
crowned with the palm of victory, 
the Rutlians will be enabled to fup- 
ply her with hemp cordage, and ma- 
ny other articles with more eafe, and 
confequenily at a much cheaper rate, 

The prohibition, publifhed in the 
gazette of Tuefday, that no Englith 
feaman fhould leave the kingdom, to 
fecve on board foreign fhips of war 
without the permiflion of govern- 
ment, has given mifeto much fpecu 
lation, A meflage was fent a few 
days fince, by the marquis of Carmar- 
then to mr. Thornton, that governs 
ment would not allow any Englifk 
feamen to navigate the tran{ports that 
had been coniratted for by the Ruf- 
fian minifler, totran{port therr troops, 
which has produced a reprefentation 
and a vifit from comte Woranzow 
both to mr. Pitt and the marquis of 
Carmarthen, He flated, that govern~ 
ment had been very act've in watching 
the prefent occalion, at the fa ne time 
that they had allowed Englith fatlors 
~ navigate the frigates that had lace« 






































PS it ni °F. aaa 


Biwi baiiet >. ca namneenns eae 





460 
ly failed for the fervice of ‘he Turks. 


The anfwer to this was, that mini- 
firy knew nothing of the circum- 
fiance, and could therefore take no 
cognizance of it, And thus the mat- 
ter at prefent flands, 
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Salem, April 29. 

‘We are informed, that mr. Jona- 
than Gaveit, an ingenious mechanic 
of this town, has contrived a very 
ufeful machine for the fowing of 
feeds. It performs, with one effort, 
all the operations of making the fur- 
rows, fowing the feed, and covering 
it—and may be ufed by a child, ca- 
pable of performing any kind of ma- 
nual Jabour, It is fimple in its con- 
ftruétion, and may be made for a 
trifling expenfe, 


Bofton, May 1. 

At Beverly lately, an experiment 
was made with a complete fet of 
machines for carding and {pinning 
cotton; which anfwered the warmeit 
wilhes of the proprietors. The fpin- 
ning jenny {pins Go threads at a 
time ; and with the carding machine 
4olb. of cotton can be well carded 
per day. The warping machine, and 
the other tools and machinery, part 
of which go by water, are complete 
—perform their various operations 
to great advantage, and promife 
much benefit to the public, and 
emolumeni to the patriotic adventu- 
rers, 

Weare aflured, that a French fqua- 
dron may be expected to arrive in 
this port, about the ft of July—to 
continue here two or three months, 
It will be nearly of the fame force 
as that under le vifcount Beaumont 
—and will be commanded by monf, 
de Senneville, 


American intelligence, 


May 12. A glafs manufaaoty 
we are told, is eftablithed at Har. 
ford, which promifes much ad. 
vantage to the proprietors—14 ooo], 
is the fum fubfcribed. 

We hear, that on Saturday laft, 
two piers of the bridge, eretting be. 
tween Salem and Beverly, were fix. 
ed ;and thatthe perfevering {pirit 
which attends that bufinefs, promifes 
its fpeedy completion. 

A woollen manufatiory is efla. 
blithed at Hartford, in Conneéticur, 
and five gentlemen appointed to fu. 
perintend and condutt it. 


Newport, (R. 1.) May 15. 


The revolving year hath produced 
no important change in our admini- 
flration nor in our police, The crus 
fading errants flill difplay the de 
ftroying flandard, ** a depreciated 
paper money,”’ as the ak of our fale 
vation. No experience of the mif- 
chiefs refulting from it, nor any cone 
vichion of its injullice, tends to check 
a ** perfeverance ;’’ for credulity and 
implicit fupport of this fyflem, are 
marked out as the high road to pre. 
ferment, while honour, virtue anda 
bilities, form no crirerion of ment, 

Loud advocates for the extremes 
of liberty, they can bear no difcuthon 
of their meafures without irritation: 
that freedom of fpeech, which ele 
vated America to the fiaiion of in- 
dependence, is viewed as treafon and 
rebellion, and the blood of the free. 
men feems alone fufficient to fatiate 
revenge. 

Apprehenfive of the ratification of 
the new conflitution, men of tried 
antifederalifm are advanced to the 
command of forts and of the militia; 
whether that they may be prepared 
to oppofe the union, or to keepa 
live popular clamour, we prefume 
not to deterinine. 


New- London, May 9. 


About fifteen minutes pafl feven 
o’clock, on Tuefday morning lall, a 
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Qight fhock of an earthquake was felt 
in this town, andin Groton, preced- 
ed by arumbling noife. ‘ihe fame 
fhock was felt at Newport. 
New-York, May 8. 

A letter from Cherburgh, to a 
gentleman in London, dated Feb. 24. 
fays, ** funds are eftablifhed for car- 
rying on our works here, notwith- 
fianding the reforms which it is found 
neceflary to make. By the month of 
June we fhall have four new cones ; 
and thofe, which have been damaged, 
will be repaired by that time. The 
Englifh have been deceived in ima- 
gining that we fhould abandon thefe 
works, and give up the idea of hav- 
ing a port in the Channel. This muft 
have originated from the exaggerated 
reports of the damage done to the 
cones. No part of them has fuffered, 
but what was above the water. The 
foundation, and the dyke, which u- 
nites the cones, remain firm and im- 
moveable, In about: four years, we 
expett that they will be completed. 
Several veffels have already been fhel- 
tered by thefe works. Among others, 
there isa fhip of fixty four guns at 
prefent in the port.”’ 


Lexington, Marchoy. 

On Saturday evening, the o1ff in- 
flant, fome time after night, a party 
of about feven Indians knocked at 
the door of the widow Shanks, (Iv- 
ing on Townfend, a branch of Lick- 
ing) and demanded entrance, which 
was denied them; they then fet fire 
tothe houfe, and by that means, forc- 
ed the family out; four of which 
fella facrifice to their favage fury, 
and one was taken alive ; the reftef- 
caped. The fnow falling that night, 

nabled the inhabitants to follow 
them: they came up with them the 
next day ; killed one and wounded 
another; the reft efcaped, leaving all 


their baggage. The prifoners taken, 
they had tomahawked, jult before the 


White people came up with them, 


One other Indian was found dead 
near where they committed the mur- 
der; fuppofed to have been killed by 
a young man whom they murdered 
the evening before. 


Philadelphia. 

May 3. We learn that mr. Bord- 
ley, of the eaftern fhore of Maryland, 
has prefented the agricultural fociety 
of this city, with a model of a threfh- 
ing machine, which is fomewhat on 
the coniiruction of a coffee mill, and 


- will threfh above a hundred bufhels 


of wheat in aday, with ene man’s 
labour. Machines appear to be ob- 
jetts of mmenfe confequence to this 
country, Every month furnifhes us 
with fomething new and important 
of that nature. It is the duty of eve- 
ry friend to America, at home and 
abroad, to keep a vigilant eye upon 
every thing of that kind which comes 
in his way. We may invent, and ve 
may borrow of Europe her inver- 
uions. Poffefled of foil without enc, 
every thing that faves the labour « f 
hands, is a gain of peculiar value to 
us. 

The following appears in the pro- 
ceedings of the Britifh houfe of com- 
mons, of Feb, 8; ** The right he - 
nourable F, Montague prelented a 
peution from lady Penn, and the 
junior part of her family ilating, 
that by the laie att of affembly in 
Pennfylvamia, all compenfation was 
refuled for their poffeflions wh ch had 
been wrelled from them in the late 
difturbanees, and praying for parlia- 
mentary relief,”’ 

May 16. A letter from a gentle- 
man in Paris, to his friend in Balu- 
more, dated Feb, 3, fays, ** I have 
much fatisfaction in informing you, 
that the laws initituted by the fede- 
ral convention, [!. e, the new confli- 
tution} have made great noife in Ku- 
rope..in England, they are fo much 
admired, that they have been printed 
and are profuable to the printer,— 
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Every body praifes them ; but more 
than they sdenuils would, did they 
not flatter their laws, which they et- 
teem the moft perfeét. In France, 
they are highly efteemed alfo, and the 
fentiments upon them more liberal. 
The parliaments of France, but part- 
cularly that of Paris, for fome time 
paft have endeavoured to clip the 
wings of their monarch, to prevent 
his high flights ; and in fatt, have 
Jately fucceeded in their attempts, by 
eflablithing laws upon more liberal 
principles than heretofore. Since the 
American revolution, they have been 
feeking after fomething—and at laf, 
like a divine charm, have met with 
that which opens their eves, and re- 
flores them to light : the late laws, 
of which we are fpeaking, have pro- 
duced thofe effets : they have been 
before the par! ament of Paris as a 
model of wiidom to be copied after— 
they were there amply ditcuffed, and 
moil ably defended by a majoruy of 
the houfe ; however, there was one 
member violent in his oppofition ; 
but from one of his fpeeches, you 
will find that prejudice influenced 
him.—** Do you think,’ fays he, 
** pentiemen, than an old nation like 
this, will take for sts mode! the laws 
ef an infant country, which does not 
et know how to carry the bread io 
its mouth ? no !”* This, you fee, is ri- 
diculous, and not only repugnant to 
the opinions of fome of the greateft 
politicrans, but even to nature and 
common fenfe ; and contradifled by 
innumerable fatis, many of which 
were pointed out to him the next day 
by the count de Mirabeau, who took 
an opportunity of expofing him in 
the public papers, and therefore of 
extolling America to the fiars, by 
faying that in lefs than thirty years 
it would become the moft renowned 
empire of the four parts of the world ; 
and this, I can tell you, is a very ge- 
nera! opinion, The objettions hereto 
the confluution, are, that the preh- 


dents ought not to be chofen durin 

their goud behaviour, but for a cey. 
tain time only, that the honour may 
not be a matter of too much conten. 
tion, which would generally be the 
caule of bloodfhed, laughter, ang,. 
chy, and confulion ; that the leg. 
uve and executive powers ought io 
be feparated, and that there fhowld \. 
a bill of rights. The flates of Hei. 
land, fenfible of the rifling progres 
of America, from conlidering 915 «. 
fources, ts commerce, and the difpo. 
fition of its inhabitants, have offers 
congrefs, through the hands of m. 
Jeerfon, the American ambafflate 
at Paris, a loan of 80,0001. Hering 
to be delivered as foon as there », 
permanent government ellab| thee 
certain that ther money will be 
more fecure in the American fond 
than in any other whatever, The 
reafoning 1s fenlible, and founded wp 
on jult principles : they fay that Ame. 
rica a8 large and cxtenfive, and 
mull foon become opulent from « 
commerce ; thai fince the peace they 
have funk eight millions of ther 
debt, and have full a principal « 
fink the capia! entirely : that wha 
no other country whatever thinks of 

and that afier this 1s once accom 
pfthed, America will be one of ihe 
mot free and unembarraffed nation 
in the umverfe. To give you an ide 
more particularly of che opimons o 
the Hollanders, an American grove: 
man had purchaled a number of coe 
tinental cer: ficares a: twelve per cen 
with which he went to Holland, ne 
expetiing to make any thing of them 

but wher he arriwed there, be found 
the inhabitants fo well d {poicd te 
wards the Americans, and having & 
good an opinion of ther probe 

that he fold his certiheates a & 

Rt cent. to the armount of 1 50,008. 
} 


erling. This you may depend ope 
as amatter of fati, for | have u hes 
the befl authority. 

On Thuriday the Sh inf, the & 











durin 
Ta cer. 
ur May 
Conten. 

be the 
fT, angr. 
_ legifla. 
ght t¢ 
ould be 
t+ He. 
Progress 
ig 97S re. 
¢ dil. 
r othercs 
s of mr, 
ba fader 
fer} ry, 
MOTE wy 
iithed. 
will bt 
n f, nea 
- Thee 
ded up 
ii Ane. 
c, am 


pal 4 
i whe 
nks of 
ac Com- 
of ie 
nation 
an wes 
icons i 





American 


miverfary eleftion of fupreme magi- 
" and ober ofbcers, for ihe co- 
veroment of the Rare of Conneticut, 
was held at the caty of Hartford ; 
when his excellency Samuel iua- 
nagton, ¢fq. was cletied governor, 
and the hon, Oliwer Wolcort, efq. 
heutcnam -governor, 

A leuer from a gentleman io New 
Orleans, to bis frend um thes cory, 
daed N arch 25, faye, “the m fery 
of this place I tball not undertake to 
dcferibe ; fufice ic to tell you, thar 
New Orieans, which conlifled of 
r100 houfes, was, ow Friday laf, 
the f{prce of five hours, reduced by 
conflagration to goo. The repd 
progrefs of the fire was furk, thas 
but lathe merchand:re, houfebwld fur 
pure or clothing has been faved,” 

Saturday mahi, the ed inf, two 

wcks were killed om Srate-1f 

land by a flath of Ightning. Two 
ser cattle were alfo firuck dead at 
Pornt no- Peas t, during the lore 
ran, thunder, and Irchrnmene, whieh 
pre a ed for feveral hu re thar ght. 
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America aod the coucrne: belong 
mg to the united flaccs of America, 
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and lumber of any fort , horfea, neat 


cat le, theep, bog , poultry, and lee 
flock of amy fort; bread, bu tews, 
Powe, pras, beans, peviatots, wheat, 
nee, oer, bartey and ora of any 
fort : commodnres + , bowrg 
the growih o- Ppradutton of any of 
the tard unrted Rates of Americs 


The above enumerated articles, 
tha: are perverse ed >» he imported. 
mufibe broawghet Byriteth feebyects 
m Reeth & ps, Om penalty of for 
fevwure. 

May a1. A letter from Charicfon 
duced May ea, fa * The con 


vervon of South (4 he, met at 
Chariefion of the 9h 
iA 


leur freer 
Pinckney, pr ; 

. They P oerded to Arig eon the 
comflituton by paragre *, got thr 
on the mor: rg otihe «1 
moron Wie made for adporurame 
te (Jhtober nex 


* Thos was warmly poled ; ar! 
ie meh inm wat bow y @ j)erwy 
46, v't. 195 agerell Bo 
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© The queflion will this day be put, 
on the clofe of the bufinefs, whether 
this convention will ratify the new 
conflitution. Some debate will en- 
fue ; but it is confidently faid, there 
will be a very large majority in fa- 
your of it,” 

A letter from Baltimore, dated 
May 27, fays, ** we have received 
intelligence, that mr, Samuel Purvi- 
ance, with fourteen other prifoners, 
were met within fifty miles of San- 
dufky : all well.” 

A letter from Carlifle, dated May 
10, fays, ** Our commencement is 
over. Eleven young genilemen were 
admitted to degrees. All their ora- 
tions were in favour of the new con- 
fiitution, Dr. Nifbet is a warm fede- 
ralift.”’ 

His Britannic majefly hath given 
his royal affent to ** an att to con- 
tinue the law in force for regulating 
the trade between the fubjecis of his 
dominions and the inhabitants and 
territories belonging to the united 
flates of America, fo far as the fame 
relates tothe trade and commerce car- 
ried on between Great Britain and 
the countries belonging to the faid 
united fates. At the fame time alfo 
received the royal affent, ** an aft for 
regulating the irade between the fub- 
jects of his Britannic majefly’s colo- 

ies and plantations in North Ame- 
rica, and in the Weft India iflands, 
and the countries Belonging to the 
united Mates of America, and be- 
tween his Britannic majefly’s fub- 
jets and the foreign iflands in the 
Weft Indies.”’ 

Lately diedin London, col, Guy 
Tohnfon, (fon-in-law to the late fir 
Wiliam Johsafon, bart.) his Britan- 
nic majelly’s fuperiniendant of In- 
dian affairs in North America, 

—SO SES 
MARRIAGES, 

MassACHUSETTS, At Salem 
Rev. Jofhua Spalding, to Mis Su- 
fannah Doneclafs: Mr. Samuel Prit- 
chard to Mifs Alice Poor, 





Ruope-Istanno.—A? Newport, 


* Captain Caleb Gardinerto Mis Saj. 


ly Fowler ; Mr, MfaacGreenwood to 
Mifs Deborah Langlye. 
PENNSYLVANIA.—At Philadel. 
phia, Dottor Cafper Wiflar to Mifg 
{fabella Marfball ; Peter Stephen dy 
Ponceau, Efq. to Mifs Ann Peny. 
Dr. John Foulke to Mifs Ellen Par. 
ker ; Jacob R, Howel, Efq. to Mig 


Elizabeth Burge ; Mr. Jacob Peter - 


to M.fs Sarah Wels. 
VIRGINIA.—At Alexandria, 
Col. John Ailifon to Milfs Rebec. 
ca M’Rhea. 
SoutTH-CAROLINA.—At? Char. 
lefton, Charles Goodwin, . Efq, tg 
Muafs Elizabeth Wailliamfon, 
—-Seoo— 
DEATH S§S., 
MAssACHUSETTS., At Bef. 
ton, Mr. John Williams ; col, Tho. 
mas Brackett; Mrs. Ann Swifi,. 
At Primfield, Deacon Jofeph Hitch. 
cock ; dt Eaft- Hampton.—Mr., Sum. 
mit Clap.---4¢ Branford, Rev, 
Warham Wiiliams.--- dz Holling fon 
the Rev, Jothua Prentils.--- At Cam 
bridge. Mr, John Warland. 
Ruope-Isnanp.. At Newport, 
Mrs, Elizabeth Rathburn, 





Connecricut.——4t Wood: 
éridge; Mr Jonaihan Maxhield Peck, 
---At Stonington, Captain David 
Fitch, 

New-Yorx—dAt 
Bafil Jackfon, Efq. 

MARYLAND,---At Baltimore, 
Mrs, Elizabeth Clopper; Mrs, Fran- 
ces Owings ; Mr. John Cannon ; Mr, 
Thomas Bradly.--- At Prince Geor- 
ge’s County, Mrs Sufannah Tyler, 

Virncinia,--At Alexandria, 
Mr. Walliam Anderfon; Mr, Rig 
chard Wellley, at Richmond, 
Mrs. Mary Moore,---at Hanover, 
Mr. William Haywood’--At Poco- 

fon, Mrs. Mary Davenport. 
SoutH-Caro.ina,—At Char- 

icflon, Mifs Maria Bay, Matter Wil- 

lian Hynes; Mr, Erafmus Audley. 
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